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Dear Colleagues : 
 
   My message this month is to report on the Florida Coun-
cil of Chapters (FCOC) Annual Meeting and Convention 
held at Sanibel Harbour Marriott Resort and Spa on Friday 
June 1 and Saturday June 2. 
   Florida has 43 active MOAA chapters with 6,507 mem-
bers. This is more than any other state in the country. Al-
most all of the Florida chapters were represented at the 
convention and our Sun City Center Chapter had 12 peo-
ple present.  Several of our attendees stayed over a cou-
ple of extra days to make it a vacation at the 5 Star Resort. 
   The “Theme” of the convention this year was 
“Leadership in Paradise” and it was a time to make new 
friends, reaffirm old relationships, share ideas, enjoy the 
surroundings, and to just have fun. The convention is open 
to all members and their spouses and I hope more of our 
chapter members will attend next year when the 2019 An-
nual Convention will be in Tampa, Florida. 
   Lieutenant General Dana Atkins, MOAA President and 
CEO, opened the convention when he spoke at the “All 
Hands Breakfast.” His leadership and remarks continue to 
be an inspiration to all. General Atkins told us that a sur-
vey MOAA conducted revealed the number one reason for 
MOAA membership was for INFORMATION. This infor-
mation comes from MOAA National, FCOC, and the Chap-
ters. Our guest speaker program and chapter newsletter 
are good examples of this information flow. General Atkins 
also addressed marketing, recruitment, and retention. In 
mentioning “Best Practices,” the personal touch still leads 
the list. He thanked the chapters for being involved in lob-
bying their state and national representatives giving MOAA 
the support they need when going to Capital Hill. 
   Lieutenant Colonel Marc Oliveri, President of FCOC, led 
the convention and it was his farewell address as he was 
finishing 3½ years leading the Florida Chapters. Marc re-
ceived several awards and many “kudos” for his years of 
leadership and service. During the Annual Business Meet-
ing was the Election of New Officers for the FCOC. Len 
Friedlander was elected our FCOC President and Mike 
Borders was elected Vice President. The secretary, Jon 
Gordon, and Treasurer, Don Courtney will continue in their  
positions. 
    

 
 
   I was honored to receive two MOAA National awards for 
our chapter, presented by General Atkins. The 2017 Colo-
nel Marvin J. Harris 5 Star Communications Award for 
Print Newsletter and Military Officers Call - presented to 
Captain Frank Kepley, USN (Ret), Newsletter Publisher /
Editor.  The 2017 Colonel Marvin J. Harris 5 Star Commu-
nications Award for Website - presented to Major James 
Haney, USMC (Ret), Webmaster. Congratulations to 
Frank and Jim for the outstanding job they do for the chap-
ter. 
   The convention had a variety of topics presented includ-
ing the Veterans History Project; Arab Culture, Islam, and 
ISIS; and a PBS Documentary, ENLISTED.  Entertainment 
highlights were a sunset dinner cruise on Friday evening 
and a military ball on Saturday evening. Next year’s con-
vention will be at the Safety Harbor Resort and Spa in 
Tampa, Florida on 20-23 June 2019. A special room rate 
will be $109/night. Mark your calendars. 
   In closing I thank all of you that came out to the June 
luncheon to hear Pierre Joly give his interesting talk about 
his career in intelligence. Remember, we do not meet in 
July and August, but look forward to seeing everyone 
again in September. 
Benny Blackshire 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                No luncheon July/August  

Lt. Gen. Dana At-

kins, left, President 

& CEO of MOAA , 

presents 5-Star 

Award certificate to 

Benny Blackshire. 

On right is LTC 

Marc Oliveri, Presi-

dent, FCOC.  

Additional photos 
on page 5. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pierre Joly featured speaker at MOAA meeting 
 
   Pierre Joly, CWO4, USA (Ret), was the featured 
speaker at the Military Officers of America Association 
(MOAA) monthly meeting, which was held at the Sun 
City Center, North Side Atrium Building on June 6th, 
2018.  
   Pierre Served 20 years in US Army Intelligence and 
served a follow on 18 years as a Defense Intelligence 
civilian in support of national security, and the conduct 
of human and other intelligence disciplines. He retired 
as Defense Intelligence Senior Executive Service Of-
ficer (DISES-04).   
   He formulated global security, foreign and defense 
strategy and plans with extensive Middle East Experi-
ence. Pierre  retired from the Defense Intelligence 
Agency (DIA) as a Defense Intelligence Senior Execu-
tive Service Officer in 2006. 
   While at DIA, Pierre managed and oversaw the oper-
ations of the Defense Attaché System (DAS) as well 
DIA overt and controlled global human intelligence 
(HUMINT) operations.  

   His many Military awards include the Legion of Merit and 
Bronze star Medal and his  numerous civilian awards in-
clude the DIA Meritorious Civilian Service award. 
   Pierre discussed his experiences while serving with the 
DIA and in particular the selection and training process for 
Defense Attachés.  
   Prior to Pierre’s presentation Capt. Frank Kepley, USN 
(Ret), publisher and editor of the local chapter’s monthly 
newsletter, was presented the 5-Star Col. Marvin J. Harris 
Communications Award.  In addition, Jim Haney, Maj. 
USMC (Ret),  who was not in attendance, was noted to 
have received the 5-Star Col. Marvin J. Harris Web Site 
award.  Jim is the creator and Webmaster of the site.   
   Our local chapter is now in possession of 5-Star ratings 
for the chapter, newsletter and website.   
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MEMBERSHIP CORNER 

The Membership Committee Chair is providing the following to 
update the Chapter membership regarding our Chapter LOE & 
MOAA rewards. Also, this article will list new Chapter mem-
bers. 
 
— 187 Chapter members 
— 127 LIFE members 
— 27 PREMIUM members 
— 15 BASIC members 
— 18  non-MOAA members 
 
New Chapter member(s) last month: 0 
 
REMINDER: The Chapter reimburses $100 to members up-
grading to LIFE when LIFE certificate is presented to the Treas-
urer. 

VA Announces New Acting Secretary,  
Retirement of Deputy Secretary 

   The White House named Peter O'Rourke as Acting Secretary 
of the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs. Mr. O'Rourke previ-
ously served as VA Chief of Staff. Jacquelyn Hayes-Byrd will 
serve as VA Acting Chief of Staff while Mr. O'Rourke serves as 
Acting Secretary. She previously was VA Deputy Chief of Staff.       
In addition, VA Deputy Secretary Thomas G. Bowman is re-
entering retirement effective June 15, 2018.  
   O’Rourke succeeds former Acting Secretary Robert Wilkie, 
whom the president has selected for nomination as VA Secre-
tary. Wilkie has returned to his prior position at the Department 
of Defense, where he serves as Under Secretary of Defense 
for Personnel and Readiness.  

June Luncheon Meeting 

Pierre Joly and Benny Blackshire 

Benny Blackshire and Frank Kepley 

Pierre Joly 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

        
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Chapter Officers 
 
PRESIDENT 
LTC Benny Blackshire, USA (Ret)……………260-3105 
bwblacks@aol.com 
 
1st VP  
MAJ James Haney, USMC (Ret)……………..220-8758  
jhhaney1@gmail.com 
Membership Chairman 
  
2nd VP 

LTJG Charley Collins, USN (Fmr)… …..404-0059 
Charleycollins.kw@gmail.com 
 
SECRETARY 
LTC Ed Mooney, USA (Ret)………………….751-6844 
edmllc@yahoo.com 
 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
Lt Col Ferris Garrett, USAF (Ret)……….…….841-0532 
garrett4@tampabay.rr.com 
 
TREASURER  
D. Kay Benson (Aux).…………………...….… 938-3030  
mamby45@hotmail.com 
 
ASSISTANT TREASURER 
MAJ Kirk Faryniasz, USAF (Ret)………..…….677-2606 

kfaryniasz@hotmail.com  
 
DIRECTOR 
LT Dave Floyd, USN (Fmr)... ……….………...334-7797  
DavidFloyd2012@yahoo.com 
 
DIRECTOR 
Doris Glass (Aux)…………………………....….642-0497 
Luncheon Reservation Coordinator 
dobygl@juno.com 
 
DIRECTOR 
CAPT Frank Kepley, USN (Ret) ………  ……..642-0801 
Public Affairs Officer  
Legislative Affairs 
Publisher/Editor Officers Call Newsletter 
dkepley@tampabay.rr.com 
 
DIRECTOR 
Jane Foppe (Aux) ……………………….….....541-2618 
ljcfoppe@aol.com 
Surviving Spouse Liaison 
 
PAST PRESIDENT 
LTC Charles Conover, USA (Ret)…..….…......260-3257 
charlierconover@gmail.com 
 
DIRECTOR 
CDR Ed Socha, USN (Ret) …………...……. .634-4957 
Personnel Affairs 
Proofreader (newsletter) 
ejsfalcon1@frontier.com 
 
JROTC  Coordinator 
Lt Col James Warchol, USAF (Ret)………..…633-1063 
wjammer39@gmail.com 
 
CHAPLAIN 
Assistant Personal Affairs  
Lt Col Samuel Rorer, USAF (Ret)…..………. 260-3882 
srorer@hotmail.com 
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David J. Gauthier 
Certified Public Accountant—Sun City Accounting 

Sun City Center, Florida 33573 

 

(813) 634-9500 

(813)642-8112-Fax 

 

   Income Tax Preparation 

                   Corporate and Business Taxes 

 Accounting and Bookkeeping 

Financial and Investment Planning 

Planning for Freedom Plaza Entrance Fees  

 • Financial Assistance in critical times of need 

    • PAWS for Patriots through Southeastern Guide Dogs: MFST  
    supports three blind veterans per year at a cost of $5,000 per veteran 

 • Service Dogs for veterans with PTSD and other traumatic injuries. 

• Homeless Prevention for Women Veterans: 
help with rent, child care and licensing training. 

 • Operation Warm Heart, administered   by the 
1st Sargeants Group at MacDill AFB,   who 
provide commissary vouchers for soldiers in 
need in Tampa. 

 

in Tampa 

• Scholarships and Leadership Pro-
grams for students from military 
families 

 
• Operation Helping Hand: monthly 
support for military families of 
wounded servicemen and women at 
the James A. Haley VA Hospital . 
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SUN CITY CENTER  
1653 Sun City Center Plaza  
Sun City Center, FL 33573  

P: 813-633-7333  
F: 813-633-61-20  

SARASOTA  
6371 Business Boulevard  

Suite 200  
Sarasota, Florida 31-21-0  

    P: 800-330-4248  
tpayant@payantwealthmanagementgroup.com 
WWW.PAYANTWEALTHMANAGEMENTGROUP.COM 

Securities and Insurance Services offered through SagePoint Financial, Inc.  
Member FINRA/SIPC. Investment Advisory Services offered through Payant Wealth Management  

Group, a registered investment advisor not affiliated with SagePoint Financial, Inc.  



 
 

Douglas Hawkins  
LTC USA (Ret) 

 
    Born in Winchester, IN, May 9, 1930.  
Entered the Army on Dec 7, 1948.  
Served as enlisted man in the Infantry 
from 1948 – 1954.  Commissioned on 
December 1954.  Served in Infantry from 
1954 – 1959, then switched to Signal 
Corps.   
    Served in Germany for 5 yrs.  1955 - 
58 and 1965 – 66.   Pakistan 1½ yrs. 
1960 - 61.  Vietnam 1968 - 69.  Attended 
Command and General Staff College, 

 Ft. Leavenworth, KA, 1967 - 68.   
    Education:  BGS University of Nebraska, Omaha, 1970; 
BS, BMSE, Henderson University, Arkansas 1974. Retired 
from Army in 1977. 
   Production Manager, Wick’s Pies Inc. 1977 – 1995. 
   Married, 4 daughters, 1 son, 10 grandchildren, 3 great 
grandchildren.  Wife Janette 

 

Photos from Florida Council of Chapters 
(FCOC) Annual Meeting and Convention  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hackers claim they can breach a hospital in 
less than 5 hours 

 
   Cybersecurity, risk and compli-
ance software firm Nuix's 2018 
Black Report found that 23% of 
hackers claimed they can complete 
a data breach in health care organi-

zations in less than five hours, while 46% said that across 
all industries it would take over 15 hours to break into a 
computer system. The report also showed that 32% of 
hackers are postgraduates, 43% are college graduates and 
14% are high school graduates. 
   Almost 90 percent of hackers claim they are able to cover 
their tracks after a breach in less than 30 minutes. 
   Thirty-seven percent of hackers said new tools or tech-
niques are released every one to two months that help 
them hack more effectively. 
Editor’s note:  Appears to be a hopeless situation. 
 

Thousands of hacked websites are infecting 
visitors with malware 

  
   Thousands of hacked websites have 
become unwitting participants in an ad-
vanced scheme that uses fake update 
notifications to install banking malware 

and remote access trojans on visitors' computers, a com-
puter researcher said recently.  
   The campaign, which has been running for at least four 
months, is able to compromise websites running a variety 
of content management systems, including WordPress, 
Joomla, and SquareSpace. That's according to a blog 
post by Jérôme Segura, lead malware intelligence analyst 
at Malwarebytes. 
   Campaigns that use compromised websites to prey on 
visitors typically are used in computer support scams that 
try to trick people into paying to fix nonexistent computer 
problems.    
   The hackers, he wrote, cause the sites to display authen-
tic-appearing messages to a narrowly targeted number of 
visitors that, depending on the browsers they're using, in-
struct them to install updates for Firefox, Chrome, or Flash. 
Editor’s note:  Be very, very careful about what you update. 
 
 

Publisher/Editor 

CAPT Frank Kepley, USN (Ret) 

We need your input about member activities associ-
ated with MOAA and articles of interest to the mili-
tary community.  Contact Frank at: 
dkepley@tampabay.rr.com  813-642-0801 

 

 

MOAA 
5 Star 

Newsletter 
   Communication 

Award 
2015—2017 
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Member of the Month 

Military Ball on Saturday night - pictured left to right 

are: Janet & Benny Blackshire, Carol & John O'Brien, 

Clifford & Betsy Korns, and Marta and Richard Ballen-

tine. 

Dinner Cruise on Friday night on the Marriott      

Princess. 

Pictured are, left to right, Betsy Korn, AJ 

Faryniasz, Janet Blackshire, Benny Blackshire, 

Kirk Faryniasz, and Clifford Korn. 



 

 

 

 

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS 

Frank Kepley, CAPT USN (Ret) 

 
 
 

Court ruling could extend disability benefits to 
thousands of injured veterans 

 
   Thousands of veterans previously 
denied disability benefits for pain issues 
related to their military service may now 
be eligible for that assistance, thanks to 
a federal court ruling. 
   The U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Federal Circuit overturned a 19-year-old 
precedent used in more than 11,000 
VA claims denials that stated veterans 
had to have a clear medical diagnosis 
connected to their pain in order to be 

eligible for those disability payouts. 
   Advocates said the ruling could be life-changing for indi-
viduals who are unable to work because of service-
connected injuries but excluded from veterans assistance 
because of medical technicalities. 
   Bart Stichman, executive director and co-founder of the 
National Veterans Legal Services Program, said “This isn’t 
about arguing over the degree of disability where is the dif-
ference of $2,000 or $3,000 a month in help. These are 
people who are getting zero benefits, despite their pain.” 
   The Board of Veterans’ Appeals cited a 1999 Veterans 
Court decision which held that “pain alone is not a disability 
for the purpose of VA disability compensation.” 
   The new court ruling erases that precedent, at least for 
now. Veterans still need to show a clear connection be-
tween their pain and their military service to be eligible, but 
would no longer have to have a specific medical reason for 
the pain to apply for benefits. 
   Veterans who have previously been rejected for disability 
benefits — or who have avoided applying in the past be-
cause they assumed they would not be eligible — should 
now reapply to see if the new ruling will allow them to quali-
fy. 
    

House panel backs plans for another big VA 
funding boost 

 
   President Donald Trump’s plan 
for another hefty budget boost for 
the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs next year received support 
from a key congressional commit-
tee.. 
   The House Appropriations Com-

mittee unanimously approved a $194.5 billion funding plan 
for VA operations in fiscal 2019, nearly matching the White 
House’s request for the department from earlier this year. 
   If the proposal becomes law later this year, the measure 
would give VA officials a funding increase of about 8 per-
cent from the current fiscal year, the latest in a string of 
large annual plus-ups for the second largest federal bureau-

cracy. 
   The funding plan still must pass the full House and be 
adopted by the Senate before it becomes law. That process 
isn’t expected to be completed until late 2018, possibly after 
the November midterm elections. 
   But the House committee’s willingness to go along with 
the higher VA funding levels is a positive sign for depart-
ment officials, given the fierce political fights over a host of 
other military and non-defense spending. In recent years, 
the VA budget debate has largely been immune from parti-
san fights over how to reign in federal programming. 
   MOAA and 37 other veteran groups sent a joint letter to 
leaders with the House and Senate veterans' affairs com-
mittees in support of the bill.   
 

Military Survivors:  MOAA update 
 
   Servicemembers enrolled at less than full coverage in 
Servicemembers' Group Life Insurance (SGLI) will be cov-
ered automatically at the full $400,000 benefit. Because 
servicemembers get reimbursed for their SGLI premiums 
when deployed to a combat zone, the change comes at no 
cost to servicemembers. The subcommittee did not include 
language to eliminate the widows tax, the dollar-for-dollar 
deduction of DoD's Survivor Benefit Plan from the VA's De-
pendency and Indemnity Compensation. MOAA is looking 
for lawmakers to file an amendment to eliminate the widows 
tax.  
 

Senate Approves Big Changes to VA Health 
Care 

 
   With overwhelming support, the U.S. 
Senate passed a bill to streamline the 
VA health care system, which could re-
duce veterans' wait times and allow 
more of them to seek out their own phy-
sicians. 

   The VA Mission Act was easily approved by the Senate 
with a vote of 92-5 . The bill, which previously passed the 
House by a vote of 347-70, will next go to President Donald 
Trump to become law just ahead of Memorial Day. 
   The VA Mission Act will transform the health system by 
consolidating seven existing community care programs into 
one, eliminating the Choice Act, and integrating providers 
into a broader network that will expand veterans' access to 
care. 
   It will also extend the VA caregiver program to veterans of 
all eras who were seriously disabled, rather than limiting to 
those who fought in the post-9/11 conflicts. 
   The legislation establishes a process to review and devel-
op a plan to optimize and modernize VA medical care facili-
ties where there is a demand. It also includes tools to recruit 
and retain physicians. 
   The bill prevents a gap in care for veterans who use the 
VA Choice program, which runs out of funding on May 31. 
The $51 billion in the bill includes about $5 billion for 
Choice, which allows veterans to seek care in the private 
sector if they're facing long wait times or live more than 40 
miles from a VA facility. That $5 billion will keep Choice 
funded for about a year until it was replaced. 
   The bill had garnered support of more than 30 veterans 
service organizations, including the Military Officers Associ-
ation of America. 
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Report: Vets still face long waits with VA 
Choice program 
 
   WASHINGTON — Patients using the Veterans Affairs 
Choice program to avoid long wait times at department 
medical centers may still face months-long delays before 
seeing a doctor, according to a new report from 
the Government Accountability Office released Monday. 
   And researchers say recently passed reforms to VA’s 
community care programs won’t fix those lengthy waits 
without dramatic improvements in data collection and moni-
toring of those outside care appointments. 
   “Ignoring these lessons learned and the challenges that 
have arisen under the Choice Program as (VA officials) 
design the future consolidated program would only increase 
VA’s risk for not being able to ensure that all veterans will 
receive timely access to care in the community,” their report 
stated. 
   The findings come just days before President Donald 
Trump is expected to sign into law a $52 billion veterans 
policy measure (dubbed the VA Mission Act) which includes 
a consolidation and overhaul of separate and sometimes 
competing outside care programs. Work is expected to take 
another year before the new single program is operational. 
 

Spike in aviation mishaps is the military’s 
worst, up over 80 percent 

 
   The Air Force’s overall aviation 
mishap rate has hit a seven-year 
high, fueled by a growing number of 
non-fatal “Class C” mishaps, which 
experts say is an ominous warning 
sign. 
   While the major mishaps that re-

sult in deaths and cost millions in damages, known as 
“Class A” mishaps, are ticking downward for the Air Force, 
the fleet is reporting a rise in the less-severe accidents that 
cause more modest damage and injuries. 
   Marine Corps aviation accidents have jumped 80 percent 
over the past five years, a Military Times investigation has 
found. 
From fiscal years 2013 through 2017, the total number of 
Marine Corps aviation accidents rose from 56 to 101 per 
year. Most of the increase came from Class C mishaps ― 
accidents that cost between $50,000 to $500,000 or result-
ed in lost work days due to injury. 
   With a smaller budget, the Marine Corps cut overall flying 
hours; its manned attack helicopters, tiltrotors, fighter jets 
and cargo aircraft flew 60,000 hours less in fiscal 2017 than 
they did in fiscal 2013, according to service data. The 
Corps also cut skilled maintainers as part of mandated per-
sonnel cuts and lost experienced supervisors on its flight 
lines. 
   U.S. Navy aviation mishaps involving the F/A-18 E/F Su-
per Hornet have jumped 108 percent over the past five 
years, according to data obtained by Military Times. 
   Like the Air Force and Marine Corps mishaps, the Navy’s 
mishap spike began after 2013, the year automatic budget 
cuts known as sequestration took effect.   
   Purchases of spare parts were cut , which meant fewer 
available aircraft. It also let go of experienced mid-grade 
maintainers and their supervisors; losses that left fewer 
chief and senior chief petty officers on the flight line, even 
as the depth of experience of newer E-4s and E-5s 

dropped. 
   “With the events of sequestration and other pressures, 
we’ve seen a reduction in probably both of those 
[experienced maintainers and supervisors]” said Capt. John 
Fischer, head of naval aviation safety. 
Editor’s note:  All three services cite the same cause for the 
increase in mishaps.  No money for maintenance, retention 
of experienced pilots and a lack of training and flying 
hours.   Yikes! 
 

VA launches tool to improve patient  
engagement, health data access  
 
The VA Medical Images and Reports system was launched 
by the Department of Veterans Affairs to help improve vet-
erans' access to their medical images and other health data 
and boost patient engagement. The system will be integrat-
ed into veteran patient portals that use the agency's My 
HealtheVet, and patients can download, share and view 
their CT scans, mammograms, MRIs, radiology studies and 
X-rays, which will be stored in their EHRs. 
 

In another surprise, Trump names Wilkie as 
the next VA secretary  
 

   President Donald Trump on Fri-
day named acting Veterans Affairs 
Secretary Robert Wilkie his latest 
pick to be the next permanent 
head of that department in the ad-
ministration’s latest attempt to 
bring stability to the second-largest 
federal bureaucracy. 

   Wilkie has served as acting secretary since the firing of 
David Shulkin 51 days ago, amid a travel scandal and 
questions about his leadership style.   
   Wilkie, who has been serving since last fall as the De-
fense Department’s under secretary for personnel and 
readiness, has received generally positive reviews from 
veterans groups and lawmakers since taking over the top 
VA role; however, there has been considerable concern 
among some of the  veterans organizations about his 
seeming preference for increasing the privatization of the 
VA.  Also,  both AMVETS and VoteVets.org have openly 
challenged his appointment to the post, saying that Trump 
illegally bypassed VA Deputy Secretary Thomas Bowman 
in installing Wilkie in the temporary leadership role. 
   Wilkie said that his top priorities as interim VA head would 
be to work with lawmakers on the reform plan — the House 
passed and the Senate is expected to follow suit shortly — 
and to finalize a deal for an electronic health records over-
haul, which took place last month. 
   Wilkie, 55, is an Air Force Reserve colonel who previous-
ly spent time in the Navy Reserve and the son of an Army 
artillery commander. He has spoken frequently about grow-
ing up on military bases, and of the challenges his family 
faced in dealing with his father’s combat injuries. 
   He served in the Pentagon under Defense Secretaries 
Robert Gates and Donald Rumsfeld as an assistant secre-
tary, and previously special assistant to President George 
W. Bush for national security affairs. 
   He also served as a senior advisor to Sen. Thom Tillis, R-
N.C., prior to his recent Pentagon appointment. 
    Privatization concerns are likely to face Wilkie when he 
comes to Capitol Hill for his confirmation hearings. 
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Lawmakers criticize Navy’s plan to retire one of 
two hospital ships 

  
   In a Transportation Command 
hearing on March 8, lawmakers 
criticized the Navy’s plan to retire 
one of its two hospital ships, either 
the Mercy or the Comfort, in 
the 2019 fiscal year budget pro-
posal. 

   The pressure on the Navy to pass a budget has required making 
tough decisions about which services it can continue to support, 
according to Air Force Gen. Darren McDew, commander of the 
U.S. Transportation Command. 

   Lawmakers pushed back on the pro-
posal, citing hospital ships as an im-
portant source for domestic and interna-
tional humanitarian aid during times of 
mass casualty.  
   According to Kelly, there is also a na-
tional security requirement for two ships 
to respond to mass casualties. 

   “If the requirement is two, we have to have two or either we have 
to be screaming loudly,” said Kelly. “We have an obligation to our 
soldiers, sailors, airmen and Marines, and also the civilians across 
this world…Because there will come a time when we need that 
and we need to always be ready.” 
 

The US Military Once Tried To Build A ‘Flying  
Aircraft Carrier’ — And It Was A Total Disaster 

 
   Nearly a hundred years 
ago the U.S. Navy asked a 
question: if airplanes can fly 
through the air, why could-
n’t a vessel carrying them 
fly through the air as well? 
The result was the Akron-
class airships, the only fly-

ing aircraft carriers put into service in any country. Although promis-
ing, a pair of accidents—prompted by the airship’s limitations—
destroyed the flying carrier fleet and ended development of the 
entire concept. 
   The airships of the Akron class, Akron and Macon, were ordered 
in 1926 before the Great Depression.  
   At 785 feet each was longer than a Tennessee-class battleship, 
had a crew of just sixty each, and could cruise at fifty-five knots. 
The airships were lightly armed, with just eight .30 caliber machine 
guns. 
    Each airship carried up to five Curtiss F9C Sparrowhawk  
fighters, lightweight biplanes with a crew of one and armed with 
two .30 caliber Browning machine guns. The airships each con-
cealed a hangar within their enormous airframe and launched and 
recovered the Sparrowhawks through a hook system that lowered 
them into the airstream, whereupon they would detach and fly off. 
The system worked in reverse to recover the tiny fighters. 
   By their very nature those onboard could see much farther over 
the horizon than surface ships, and their Sparrowhawks extended 
that range even farther.   
   Akron and Macon were both prone to the whims of weather, and 
could become difficult to handle in high winds.  Two major acci-
dents related to harsh weather scuttled the program in 1935.  
Editor’s note:  What could possibly go wrong with this idea. 
 
 

New Vietnam memorial honoring 5th Marines on 
its way to Camp Pendleton 
 
   A new memorial honoring Marines and sailors who were killed in 
Vietnam is en route to Camp Pendleton, California, where it will join 
existing memorials to Marines who had lost their lives in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. The 50-ton monument is traveling nearly 3,000 miles 
from Rock of Ages, a granite quarry in Barre, Vermont, to 
Oceanside, California. It is being transported in sections on three 
flatbed trucks, each driven by a veteran, according to a press re-
lease.  
   The monument, named the 5th Marines Vietnam Memorial, pays 
homage to the 2,706 Marines and sailors from the 5th Marine Reg-
iment who were killed in action during the Vietnam War. 
   The names of the 5th Marines who died in Vietnam are included 
on the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in D.C., but until now, their sac-
rifice has not been recognized with any memorial of its own. 
   It will be installed in the Camp San Mateo Memorial Garden dur-
ing a ceremony on Memorial Day. 
   The 5th Marine Regiment is the most highly decorated infantry 
regiment in the history of the U.S. Marines, according to the me-
morial website. Based at Camp Pendleton, the regiment first de-
ployed in WWI. It served in Vietnam from May 1966 to April 1971, 
fighting in a number of major battles from Operation Prairie to the 
Battle of Hanoi.  
   Like many other military units, the 5th Marine Regiment did not 
receive a warm welcome upon returning home from Vietnam.  
 

Crew remotely lands jet on carrier using ATARI 
joystick 

    In a crowning achievement for veteran 
gamers and tech nerds everywhere, 
Navy crew members remotely landed a 
40,000-pound jet on the flight deck of an 
aircraft carrier using an ATARI joystick 
— no, not that kind, but close.   The 
ATARI, or aircraft terminal approach 
remote inceptor, was successfully 

demonstrated for the first time ever last week aboard the carrier 
Abraham Lincoln when crew members used the video game-like 
system to control an F/A-18 during a touch-and-go, a Navy release 
said. 
   Created at Naval Air Station Patuxent River in 2016, ATARI al-
lows landing signal officers, or LSOs, to take control of an aircraft 
and make necessary corrections during recovery operations from 
up to five miles away, the release said. 
   “The deck was pitching significantly and yawing and rolling,” said 
Denham. “It was particularly difficult to land that day, and we 
showed it’s possible to use this system even when the conditions 
aren’t ideal.”  
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  An artist's rendering of the 5th Marines Vietnam Memorial   



 
 

Free Dental Work, Puppy Love For Northwest 
Veterans  

  
   The “Mobile Mouth”, a 42-foot long 
mobile dentist’s office, stopped in Port-
land and Spokane as part of a nation-
wide tour to provide free dental care to 
veterans.  
   “We often get veterans who have no 

dental insurance whatsoever and they’re having a signifi-
cant crisis when it comes to their dental health,” said Cat 
Nichols, Washington’s director of Veteran Services in Spo-
kane County. “The VA medical center doesn’t really pro-
vide any kind of dental services except oral surgery for 
health reasons.” 
   Veterans are only eligible for dental coverage from the 
federal Veterans Administration if they were a prisoner of 
war, 100 percent disabled or if they suffered a service-
related mouth injury. 
   Four years ago, the national group Aspen Dental started 
the “healthy mouth movement.” Since then, more than 
17,000 veterans have received free dental care.  
   Therapy dogs will also be on site for the 60 veterans who 
have made appointments when the “Mobile Mouth” stops in 
the Northwest. It will make 13 other stops across the coun-
try through mid-May. 
 

‘Nightmare Bacteria’ Stalk U.S. Hospitals 
  
   The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention detected more than 
220 cases last year of a rare breed of 
“nightmare bacteria” that are virtually 
untreatable and capable of spreading 
genes that make them impervious to 
most antibiotics, according to a re-

cent report. 
   Although the CDC has warned of the danger of antibiotic-
resistant bacteria for years, the new report helps illustrate 
the scope of the problem. Dr. Anne Schuchat, the CDC’s 
principal deputy director, said she was surprised by the 
extent of the spread. 
   “As fast as we have run to slow [antibiotic] resistance, 
some germs have outpaced us,” Schuchat said. “We need 
to do more and we need to do it faster and earlier.” 
   While those bacteria are terrifying on their own, the 
“unusual” genes discussed in this report are truly the “worst 
of the worst,” said Dr. Amesh Adalja, a senior scholar at 
the Johns Hopkins University Center for Health Security. 
About 2 million Americans are sickened by antibiotic-
resistant bacteria each year and 23,000 die, according to 
the CDC. 
   Nightmare bacteria — those that are resistant to almost 
every drug — are particularly deadly in the elderly and peo-
ple with chronic illnesses. Up to half of the resulting infec-
tions prove fatal, Schuchat said.  
   Dr. Michael Osterholm compared the problem to a “slow-
moving tsunami.”  
   Aggressively diagnosing and containing such infections 
can reduce infections by 76 percent, the CDC said.  
   “That’s the ‘good news spin’ bun around a scary hot 
dog,” Schaffner, a professor of preventive medicine and 
health policy disease at Vanderbilt University School of 
Medicine, said. 

Former House speaker reverses course on 
medical marijuana, citing positive benefits for 
vets 
  
   Former House Speaker John Boehner said he has shift-
ed his stance on medical marijuana in part because of the 
potential positive effects it could have for suffering veter-
ans. 
   Boehner, who said he was opposed to medical marijuana 
legalization during his time in office, this week was appoint-
ed to the board of advisers for Acreage Holdings, one of 
the country’s largest cannabis cultivation and dispensing 
firms. 
   In a statement, he called for “a shift in federal marijuana 
policy” and said his views on the issue have “evolved” in 
recent years. “We need to look no further than our nation’s 
20 million veterans, 20 percent of whom, according to 
a 2017 American Legion survey, reportedly use cannabis 
to self-treat post-traumatic stress disorder, chronic pain 
and other ailments,” he said in a statement released by 
Acreage Holdings. 
   The American Legion’s survey, released in November, 
found that more than 90 percent of veterans support ex-
panding research into medical marijuana, and over 80 per-
cent back allowing federal doctors to prescribe it to veter-
ans. 
   Medical marijuana is legal in 29 states and the District of 
Columbia,  but is still illegal to use or possess under feder-
al law. That prevents VA doctors from prescribing it to pa-
tients even in states where it is available. 
   Last year, VA officials updated their guidelines to allow 
doctors to discuss medical marijuana with patients in an 
effort to better gauge its usage among veterans. But ad-
ministration officials still will not let physicians recommend 
its use or provide assistance in obtaining the drug. 
Editor’s note:  It is becoming more and more clear, that due 
to the near elimination of narcotics in the treatment of 
chronic pain, substitutes such as marijuana and acupunc-
ture are going to serve as replacements.  
 

Negligence cases damaging trust, reputation: 
Gurugram, India doctors to government 
 
   Gurugram, India:  In a memorandum handed over to the 
deputy commissioner on behalf of the newly formed Asso-
ciation of Tertiary Healthcare Consultants, doctors said it 
was “irresponsible and detrimental to society at large” if 
there was a trust deficit between patients and doctors. 
“Doctors will be pushed into practicing defensive medicine, 
and concentrating more on documentation than actual pa-
tient care, an eventuality which will be tragic in both imple-
mentation and implication,” said the memorandum.   
   Dr Neeraj Kumar, senior consultant of cardiology at Max 
hospital, added, “The doctor-patient trust factor has gone 
down rapidly. We try to give hope to critically ill patients 
and it is not possible to provide that hope without the trust.” 
Editor’s note:   Sound familiar?  Actually, in India, doctors 
are arrested when accused of medical negligence.  Not 
convicted --- accused.  It has not come to that yet in this 
country, but defensive medicine and extensive documenta-
tion of treatment provided has embedded itself in our sys-
tem and is not likely to be diminished any time soon.  It is 
costly, results in less time spent with patients and does 
very little to improve patient care outcomes.    
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Coast Guard, Marines Join Navy in Concerns over 
Sleep Deprivation 

 
   Senior enlisted leaders from the three 
sea services said today that they contin-
ue to look at ways to ensure personnel 
get proper rest as a way of preventing 
future tragedies such as the two deadly 
ship collisions in the Pacific last summer. 
   The Navy has taken steps to get sail-

ors more sleep, implementing new schedules designed to guaran-
tee more consistent rest after the destroyers USS Fitzgerald and 
USS John S. McCain collided with commercial ships in separate, 
deadly incidents last year. 
   U.S. Military leaders have often pushed the limits of their troops' 
mental and physical endurance when it’s required to accomplish a 
mission. But Navy investigations into the Fitzgerald and McCain 
collisions cited fatigue as a contributing factor in the disasters. 
Editor’s note:  I wonder if they hired Sherlock Holmes to  reach the 
conclusion that fatigue played a role.  
 

A new target for hackers? Satellites 
  
   Government and commercial satellite oper-
ators are increasingly the target of hackers, 
who are looking for inexpensive, but effective 
ways to limit space capabilities, according to a 
new report from the Secure World Founda-
tion. 

   “A growing number of non-state actors are actively probing com-
mercial satellite systems and discovering cyber vulnerabilities that 
are similar in nature to those found in non-space systems,” the 
report read. “This indicates that manufacturers and developers of 
space systems may not yet have reached the same level of cyber 
hardness as other sectors.” 
   The report, released April 10 and titled “Global Counterspace 
Capabilities: An Open Source Assessment,” points, among other 
vulnerabilities, to backdoors in Chinese electronics and Russian 
software packages used in the aerospace supply chain. 
   The authors, Victoria Samson and Brian Weeden, note that in-
dustry experts say that “despite some increase in awareness of 
the threat in recent years, the state of cybersecurity for satellite 
infrastructure remains dismal.” 
Editor’s note:  Geez!  What’s next?  Pacemakers? 
 

VA finalizes EHR contract with Cerner  
 
   The Department of Veterans Affairs final-
ized its $10 billion, 10-year contract with 
EHR vendor Cerner making it one of the 
federal government's largest IT deals. The 
agreement requires Cerner to provide an 
EHR system that enables seamless, secure 

patient data sharing among the VA, community providers and the 
Defense Department and allows the VA to add system capabilities 
to help meet veterans' and providers' needs. 
   The award is one of the largest IT contracts in the federal gov-
ernment. It requires that the new  electronic records platform be 
able to share patient data securely and seamlessly between the 
VA, DOD and community providers. The VA also will be able to 
add capabilities to the system as necessary to meet the unique 
needs of veterans, VA clinicians and community providers.  

 
 

Cyberknife gives Veterans more treatment  
options for cancer 
 
   A new robotic treatment was recently used for the first time 
at James A. Haley Veterans’ Hospital in Tampa. It’s a treatment 
that will increase the number of options Veterans have in their fight 
against cancer. 
   Staff members in the radiation therapy unit used the Cyberknife 

M6 machine for the first time Feb. 28 to 
treat a Veteran with a cancerous brain 
tumor. Tampa is only the second hos-
pital in the VA system to use the 
Cyberknife, with the Michael E. 
DeBakey VA Medical Center in Hou-
ston the other. 

   The Cyberknife uses an arm similar to those used by manufac-
turing robots in auto plants to precisely deliver high dosage radia-
tion to tumors to destroy cancer cells.  Despite its name, it is a 
completely non-invasive procedure and causes no pain or sensa-
tion in the patient during treatment. 
   One advantage the Cyberknife has over other treatments is the 
ability to track and treat a tumor in real time.  The machine uses x-
rays to continuously image the patient and track any tumor move-
ment, for instance a lung tumor moving while the patient is breath-
ing. 
   The Cyberknife can more precisely target a tumor, cutting down 
on the amount of healthy tissue that is subjected to the high doses 
of radiation.  While the radiation is the same used in standard im-
aging x-rays, the dosage can be anywhere from 1,000 to 40,000 
times greater in radiation therapy, meaning the less healthy tissue 
treated, the fewer side effects for the patient. 
Editor’s note:  Wow!  This is really exciting.  
 

Why wouldn’t the Pentagon pay to fly the fallen 
McCain sailors’ families to Dover? 
 
   Interior Communications Electrician 2nd Class Logan Palm-
er died with nine of his shipmates on Aug. 21, after the warship 
collided with a tanker near Singapore. 
   For the Illinois mom, there was no question: She was going to 
Dover to meet her son. 
   Then the Pentagon’s bureaucracy kicked in. 
Palmer said the family’s casualty assistance officer told them the 
military wouldn’t pay for them to fly to Dover, because their 23-year
-old son’s death was not combat-related. 
   An amendment to the Fiscal 2019 defense bill aims to change 
that Pentagon policy. 
   After hearing from the Palmers regarding the issue, Congress-
man Rodney Davis moved to insert the amendment so that the 
military pays for families of fallen service members to fly to places 
like Dover for their loved ones’ return, regardless of how they died. 

Florida Council of Chapters Communiqué    
April  2018 Issue 

 
See what the other Chapters are doing. The Florida 
Council of Chapter’s newsletter, the “Communiqué” can 
be accessed by clicking on the link below.  After you click 
the link and then click Allow, it may take a minute or so 
for the newsletter to pop up.  It is worth the wait.  

Apr2014.pdfhttp:www.moaafl.org/communique  

Editor—Polly Parks.   Send  articles and photos to:  

Pollly Parks pparks@igc.org    
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Study: Stopping opioids may not lead to more 
pain  

 
   Patients who swap opioids for other 
therapies might not experience much 
difference with chronic pain, according 
to a new study from a Portland re-
searcher. 
   Travis Lovejoy, an assistant professor 

of psychiatry in the OHSU School of Medicine and a clinical 
psychologist in the VA Portland Health Care System, said 
the research could help doctors consider different treat-
ments for patients who have been relying on opioids to man-
age their pain.   
    Researchers tracked 600 veterans who'd stopped using 
opioid medications for one year. They reviewed the medical 
records of the veterans as they checked in with doctors at 
regular intervals to learn, on a scale of zero to 10, how much 
pain the patients experienced. Those rankings were com-
pared with the pain levels they reported while on opioids. 
   The study found that patients who reduced their opioid 
intake, or who switched to a non-opioid medication, mas-
sage or other therapy, still reported pain – but it was compa-
rable to the levels they reported while relying largely on opi-
oids.  
   Lovejoy’s research echoes a similar study published in 
March by a Minneapolis VA doctor, Erin Krebs. That 
study followed patients who were randomly chosen to re-
ceive opioid and non-opioid painkillers. She came to "the 
same conclusion -- there is no significant difference between 
their outcomes, but one has many more risky side effects. 
   Addiction to legal and illegal opioids resulted in more than 
42,000 overdose deaths in 2016, according to the national 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  
Editor’s note:  More evidence that alternative methods of 
pain control, i.e., acupuncture, medical marijuana, physical 
therapy, etc. is indicated if not imminent.  More below. 

 
What types of strategies should be developed 
to help primary care physicians work with 
chronic pain patients and assist them in taper-
ing opioids? 
Dr. Joseph Frank, a VA primary care physician 

 
   That’s an important question. First it takes a 
team. And in a system like the VA, it will take 
guidance to help teams develop effective pro-
cesses in their own local sites. Primary care 
providers, nurses, psychologists, pharma-
cists—the list goes on. Each provider has a 
unique expertise that may be helpful to patients 
during opioid tapering. The challenge ahead is 

to create systems that connect each patient with the right 
team at the right time during opioid tapering and chronic 
pain management generally. 
   The VA is leading in this area with some very interesting 
work to compare different types of teams and to understand 
which Veterans benefit from which team structure. It will be 
important that we learn from those ongoing studies and as 
researchers try and help leaders in VA integrate those les-
sons into routine care as quickly as we can. 
   Opioid medications are just one tool in the chronic pain 
toolkit. I think it’s important that we continue to improve Vet-
erans’ access to the full range of treatments and continue to 

improve the quality of evidence that guides our approach to 
multimodal pain care.  VA policy is guided by the most re-
cent guidelines released by the Departments of Veterans 
Affairs and Defense. The guideline was released just last 
year in 2017.  
 

Senate bill calls for use of data, health IT to 
fight opioid crisis 
  
Senate health committee leaders unveiled the Opioid Crisis 
Response Act of 2018, a bipartisan bill that includes 
measures increasing data collection, sharing and analysis, 
as well as reliance on EHR and telemedicine technology 
and Prescription Drug Monitoring Program databases. The 
legislation "could help states and communities begin to bring 
an end to the opioid crisis by reducing the number of pre-
scription opioids, stopping illegal drugs at the border and 
accelerating research on non-addictive pain medicines," 
said committee chairman Sen. Lamar Alexander, R-Tenn. 

 
Pre-hospital Tourniquets Could Help Save 
Lives in Civilian Setting 

  
   NEW YORK (Reuters Health) - Trau-
matically injured patients who have a 
tourniquet applied by a bystander are six 
times less likely to die in the hospital, 
according to new findings. 
   The study, online March 29 in the 

Journal of the American College of Surgeons, also found no 
increased risk of delayed amputation in patients treated with 
tourniquets before hospitalization. 
   Tourniquets have been used for centuries to stem blood 
loss, but fell out of favor during the World War I due to high 
rates of complications, Dr. Pedro G.R. Teixeira of Dell Seton 
Medical Center at the University of Texas at Austin and col-
leagues from the Texas Tourniquet Study Group note. 
   Today, tourniquets need to be applied for a much shorter 
period of time, reducing the risk of complications, Dr. Teixei-
ra told Reuters Health by phone. "Patients now get to the 
military hospital or to the trauma center much quicker com-
pared to what happened before." 
 
 

 

Board Meeting: Wednesday  Jul 25th, 2018  10:00 am 

Trinity Baptist Church 

 

Monthly Member and Board Meetings   
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Sun City Center MOAA Website 

Don’t forget to visit our new  website.  The link to the 

website is: http://moaafl.org/chapters/SunCity/  You 

will find much membership information, photos, cal-

endar of events, past newsletters a nd more. If you 

would like to suggest topics for inclusion contact Jim 

Haney at jhhaney1@gmail.com 



Russia is sponsoring cyberattacks in U.S. homes 
and businesses, U.S. and U.K. officials warn 

  
   WASHINGTON – Cybersecurity officials 
from the U.S. and United Kingdom accused 
the Russian government of sponsoring at-
tacks for possible use in espionage or steal-
ing intellectual property from large corpora-
tions down to individual homes. 
   The attacks have targeted millions of com-

puter networks worldwide through equipment such as routers, 
switches and firewalls, according to the officials from the White 
House, Department of Homeland Security and FBI, and counter-
parts in Britain. The targets included government and private organi-
zations, including internet service providers, officials said. 
   The goal of the announcement Monday was to warn corporations 
and individuals to protect themselves against attacks. 
 

Military Times Aviation Crash Database 
 
   Through multiple Freedom of Information re-
quests, Military Times obtained data for every 
Class A through Class C aviation mishap that 
has occurred since fiscal year 2011. More than 
7,500 records were obtained.    An analysis of the 
data shows manned warplane accidents have 

spiked nearly 40 percent since 2013, the year the mandated budget 
cuts known as sequestration took effect. The records can be 
searched by aircraft type, base, fiscal year and location. 
Editor’s note:  Sequestration was a result of the Budget Control Act, 
which mandated that in order to raise the national debt limit, 1.2 
trillion worth of cuts must be made over 10 years.  A supercommit-
tee was formed and tasked with coming up with the cuts.  If they 
could not, mandatory cuts would be made across the board.  They 
failed to agree on the cuts, so sequestration cuts were mandated 
and initiated.  Fifty percent of the 1.2 trillion came from the military 
and the rest from domestic programs.  So, the military had to bear a 
500 billion dollar cut.  Consequently, a lack of training, spare parts, 
maintenance, pay increases, etc., created most of the military prob-
lems we have been reading about.  This was one of the biggest 
sequestrations of all time.  Fortunately, the military budget for 2019 
will be significantly increased.   
 

Statement by VA Acting Secretary Robert Wilkie - 
Congressional Action on Veterans Choice Pro-
gram 

 
   Under President Trump, the VA has benefit-
ted from some of the most significant legislative 
reforms in the history of the department. 
With funding for VA’s Choice program set to 
run out soon, America’s Veterans need Con-
gress to come together to support this crucial 
program and pass legislation that will make it 
permanent. There is simply no denying how 

vital community providers are to VA’s mission, as the Choice pro-
gram accounts for an average of more than 30,000 appointments 
per day, and allows Veterans to get care when and where they 
need it. 
   Without community care, VA’s ability to provide timely, high quality 
health care to Veterans will be dramatically diminished. The VA, 
along with the White House, commend Congress’s dedication to 
finding a long term solution to the Choice Program. We are looking 
forward to working closely with Chairman Roe and House Leader-

ship in the coming weeks to advance this legislation through the 
House of Representatives. We cannot wait any longer. 
   Decisive action must be taken in order to deliver on our promise to 
our Veterans. They deserve the best healthcare options available, 
and a permanent Choice program will give them that.   
   That’s why we’re calling on Congress to come together on a bipar-
tisan basis to complete this critical mission for our nation’s Veterans. 
 

Wilkie’s VA nomination raises more short-term  
department leadership questions 

 
   Now that President Donald Trump has 
announced Robert Wilkie as his pick for the 
next permanent secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs, the immediate leadership question 
facing the department is who the next acting 
VA secretary will be. 
   Under existing rules, individuals can’t 

serve in an acting role for a Senate confirmable executive branch 
post unless they had previously been the first assistant to that office 
for 90 days. 
   Wilkie, was not even a VA appointee before he took over the act-
ing job in March. He has been serving as the Defense Department’s 
under secretary for personnel and readiness since last fall. 
   “It is abundantly clear that Robert Wilkie cannot be nominated to 
be VA secretary while serving as acting secretary,” said Will Fischer, 
director of Government Relations of VoteVets.  
   Wilkie has received generally positive reviews from veterans 
groups for his work in the acting secretary role so far; however, 
VoteVets is already part of a lawsuit against Trump over Wilkie’s 
interim appointment to VA, which they argue violated the Federal 
Vacancies Reform Act.  
Editor’s note:  And the plot thickens.   
 

Veterans Affected by Burn Pits Applaud New Bill to 
Track Exposure 

 
   Cleaning burn pits – a duty that requires  
individuals  light a fire in a large metal drum 
and stir waste for disposal, is claimed to have 
caused chronic ung disease.  
   As more veterans have come forward, two 
Army combat veterans serving in Congress - 
bolstered by support from MOAA and other 
members of the Military Coalition - are pushing 

a bill that would track servicemembers' exposure to burn pits or toxic 
airborne chemicals and share that information with Veterans Affairs 
facilities.  
   Reps. Tulsi Gabbard, D-Hawaii, and Brian Mast, R-Mich., both 
Army combat veterans, came together to push Congress to unite to 
pass the Burn Pits Accountability Act. The burn pits issue has been 
compared to the Vietnam era's Agent-Orange crisis.    Agent Or-
ange, an herbicide chemical sprayed by aerial troops to destroy 
vegetation used for enemy cover in Vietnam, has caused illness to 
more than 3 million, according to government data.  
   The proposed burn pit bill is supported by 32 organizations that 
represent more than 5 million servicemembers and their families. 
    Retired Army Col. Mike Barron, MOAA's director of Government 
Relations for currently serving and retired affairs, said the proposed 
legislation is a significant step since it would track known issues 
before a servicemember leaves the military - unlike past years when 
veterans exposed to Agent Orange struggled to get help. 
   Requiring a mandatory tracking system will allow the VA to take 
better care of veterans,  
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PHOTOS FROM 2018 MEMORIAL DAY CEREMONY 

Honored Speaker Judge Michael Scionti  

Trinity Baptist Church Choir 

Benny Blackshire & Judge Scionti 

Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office 
Color Guard  

Grand Marshall — Ed Socha 

Drummer — Mr. Danny Chavez 
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MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 
 

MOAA:  The SCC Chapter of The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) 

membership is granted to  Army; Navy; Marines; Air Force; Coast Guard; National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration; Public Health; the National; Guard or 

Reserve components both active or retired; and former officers and Warrant Of-

ficers who were separated under acceptable conditions.  

MISSION:  The mission of Sun City Center FL chapter shall be to promote the pur-

poses and objectives of the Military Officers Association of America; foster frater-

nal relation among retired, active duty and former officers of active duty, retired 

and reserve components personnel of the uniformed services and their depend-

ents and survivors; provide useful services for members and their dependents 

and survivors and serve the community and the nation.   

MEETINGS:  A meeting is held monthly (except July/August) in the Atrium build-

ing in the Florida room at 11:00 a.m. and includes lunch and a guest speaker. 

ACTIVITIES: Coordinate and sponsor Annual Memorial Day ceremony; provide 

awards and honorariums to outstanding JROTC Cadets; contributed to Operation 

Warm Heart and Helping Hand; contribute to My Warriors Place; provide funds for 

MOAA scholarships and participate in numerous community activities. 

 Additional information can be obtained by calling 813-642-0801 or e-mailing  

dkepley@tampabay.rr.com. You can also contact us by mail at Frank Kepley, 815 

Freedom Plaza Circle, Apt 104 Sun City Center Fl. 33573.   
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Sun City Center Chapter  
Military Officers Association of America 
P.O. Box 5693 
Sun City Center, FL. 33571-5693 

 

Place Stamp 

Here. 

 

Or Current Resident   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The sponsors that appear in this publication do not reflect an endorsement by MOAA or this affiliate. 

The Sun City Center, FL MOAA Newsletter is published by the Sun City Center Chapter, which is an affiliate of 

the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA).  MOAA and its affiliated chapters and councils are non-

partisan.   

Opinions presented herein are those of the individual and not necessarily of the Chapter.  Commercial solicita-
tion of members using membership rolls and/or rosters is prohibited.  Some articles may be taken from MOAA 
and DoD publications. The Chapter is tax exempt under Section 501(c)(19) of the Internal Revenue Codes. 

MOAA Take Action link:  http://www.moaa.org/Main_Menu/Take_Action/Take_Action.html 
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VA Expands Telehealth by Allowing Health Care Providers to Treat Patients 
Across State Lines 

    The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced a new federal rule that will allow VA doctors, nurs-
es and other health-care providers to administer care to Veterans using telehealth, or virtual technolo-
gy, regardless of where in the United States the provider or Veteran is located, including when care will occur 
across state lines or outside a VA facility. 

   Previously, it was unclear whether VA providers could furnish care to Veterans in other states through tele-
health because of licensing restrictions or state-specific telehealth laws. This new rule exercises federal 
preemption to override those state restrictions, paving the way for VA to expand care to Veterans using tele-
health. VA worked closely with the White House Office of American Innovation and the Department of Justice 
for implementation of the new rule. 

   “This new rule is critical to VA’s ‘Anywhere to Anywhere’ initiative,” said VA Acting Secretary Robert Wilkie. 
“Now that the rule has been finalized, VA providers and patients can start enjoying the full benefits of VA’s 
telehealth services.” 

   By enabling Veterans nationwide to receive care at home, the rule will especially benefit Veterans living in 
rural areas who would otherwise need to travel a considerable distance or across state lines to receive care. 
The rule also will expand Veterans’ access to critical care that can be provided virtually — such as mental 
health care and suicide prevention — by allowing quicker and easier access to VA mental health providers 
through telehealth. 
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