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Dear Colleagues : 
 
February was another month with excellent participation 
by many of our members. Thank you for your continuing 
support. 
 
We had a great presentation by Sara Romeo CEO of 
Tampa Crossroads who outlined the progress being 
made in assisting homeless Women Veterans.  She 
commented that while 30 women are being settled into 
permanent living quarters each month, 50 new veterans 
are also added each month.  
 
We look forward to having Hassan Sultan, Athletic Direc-
tor of Universal Academy of Tampa, who will discuss 
Muslim viewpoints and its growth in the greater Tampa 
area. 
 
Just a reminder; if you make a luncheon reservation, but 
do not attend, please reimburse the chapter the $14.00 
as the chapter must still pay for the meal. 
 
Your Board of Directors has voted to continue the prac-
tice of not having luncheon meetings during the months 
of July and August.  We hope that information will assist 
you in planning your summer vacations.  The newsletter 
will continue to be published both months.   
 
Charlie Conover  
 

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         
    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  Hassan Sultan will speak to us about the Muslim religion 
and its growth in the Tampa area. He is currently the Ath-
letic Director and an Islamic Studies teacher at Florida's 
Universal Academy in Tampa, Florida. 
   Sultan is also the president and founder of The Muslim 
Connection (TMC) an organization geared towards provid-
ing a variety of activities and events throughout the greater 
Tampa region.   
   He is the son of Imam Mohammad Sultan Abu Hassan, a 
long-time Islamic leader in the Tampa Bay region for nearly 
three decades, who passed away in August, 2016.  His 
father was well known for building bridges to the non-
Muslim community.  While a quiet man, the Imam’s role 
brought him to the spotlight to denounce violence when 
Islamic extremism made headlines.  He stressed that ex-
tremist actions should not put millions of peaceful people 
on trial for their beliefs.  
   Sultan continues his  father's outreach efforts to better 
educate non-Muslims on his religion.  In addition, he gives 
weekly sermons at several mosques and is the principal of 
a weekend school in Tampa. 
   The Universal Academy of Florida, which Hassan has 
helped grow annually, has been accredited since 
1975.  The academy strives to maintain a balance between 
offering a competitive curriculum academically while pro-
moting Islamic understanding and practices.      The school 
attempts to provide a safe and nurturing atmosphere while 
instilling an Islamic identity in its students.   
   As athletic director he has helped the school offer a varie-
ty of sports at the middle and high school levels.  The 
school is a member of Florida's High School Athletic Asso-
ciation and fields varsity teams in both boys and girls' bas-
ketball, boys soccer and girls' volleyball. 
In March, Hassan will be one of the leaders on an Umrah 
Pilgrimage to Mecca, Saudi Arabia performed by Muslims 
that can be taken any time of the year.  It is sometimes 
called the "minor pilgrimage" compared the Hajj which is 
the "major pilgrimage which is compulsory for every able-
bodied Muslim who can afford it.  The Umrah is not com-
pulsory, but recommended.  

 MARCH LUNCHEON 

♦(813) 642-0497♦  
Wednesday, Mar. 1, 2017 (Florida Room) 

Italian Sausage & Peppers 
Italian Meatballs   

Vegetarian Lasagna 
 

Salad Bar & Fresh Fruit with Assorted Dressing 
Dessert Bar: Chef’s selected desserts  

Beverages: Decaf Coffee, Iced Tea, and Ice Water 

   MARCH  SPEAKER 

Hassan Sultan 



  

   Sara Romeo, Exec Dir/CEO, Tampa Crossroads was the featured speaker at the Military Officers of America Association 
(MOAA) monthly meeting on Wednesday, February 1, 2017.  The primary focus of Tampa Crossroads was to reach ‘functional 
zero’ (no homeless women) by 30 December 2015.  “We have always advocated for and championed the cause to assist those 
who need us, whether they are experiencing a mental health issue, substance abuse, lack of employment due to their disability, 
or more recently, homeless after serving our country,” she said.  The program has been relentless in reaching that goal.   
   MFST (the Military Family Support Trust) makes routine contributions to Sara’s organization and presented her with a check 
for $1000.00.  See photo Doris Glass; Sara Romeo; Nancy Alguire; president MFST.  
   In addition, Kelly Kowall, owner of “My Warriors Place” was presented with a donation of $4000.00 from MOAA (funds from 
their annual golf tournament).  Kelly was also presented with a donation by Barbara O’Donnell, vice president of “Gone Stam-
pin.”  My Warriors Place is continuing to grow and serve the many veterans in need of assistance with their post active duty 
struggles .  Kelly has done a magnificent job with her selfless endeavor, which is dedicated to her son who was killed in Afghani-
stan.  The photo in the left corner are those individuals who did not miss a meeting in 2016 (Kepley not in photo). 
   Benny Blackshire was presented with a Leadership Award from the Florida Council of Chapters for his laudatory, diligent con-
tributions to the Sun City Center MOAA chapter’s goals and achievements. 

FEBRUARY 1, 2017 LUNCHEON PHOTOS 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 
Chapter Officers 

 
PRESIDENT 
LTC Charles Conover, USA (Ret)…..….…......260-3257 
charlierconover@gmail.com 
 
1st VP   
LTC Benny Blackshire, USA (Ret)…………….260-3105 
bwblacks@aol.com 
2nd VP 
MAJ James Haney, USMC (Ret)……………..642-0373 
jhhaney1@gmail.com 
 
SECRETARY 
LTC Ed Mooney, USA (Ret)………………….751-6844 
edmllc@yahoo.com 
 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
Lt Col Ferris Garrett USA (Ret),………..……..841-0532 
garrett4@tampabay.rr.com 
 
TREASURER  
D. Kay Benson (Aux).…………………...….… 938-3030  
mamby45@hotmail.com 
 
ASSISTANT TREASURER 
MAJ Kirk Faryniasz, USAF (Ret)………..……..677-2606 

kfaryniasz@hotmail.com  
 
DIRECTOR 
LT Dave Floyd, USN (Fmr)... ……….………...334-7797  
DavidFloyd2012@yahoo.com 
 
DIRECTOR 
Doris Glass (Aux)…………………………...….642-0497 
Luncheon Reservation  Coordinator 
dobygl@juno.com 
 
DIRECTOR 
CAPT Frank Kepley, USN (Ret) ………….… 642-0801 
Public Affairs Officer  
Legislative Affairs 
Publisher/Editor Officers Call Newsletter 
dkepley@tampabay.rr.com 
 
DIRECTOR 
Jane Foppe (Aux) ……………………….….....541-2618 
ljcfoppe@aol.com 
 
PAST PRESIDENT 
LT Thom Brown, USNR (Fmr)………….… ….634-7435 
galenageneral1999@gmail.com  
 
PERSONAL AFFAIRS 
CDR Ed Socha, USN (Ret) …………...……. .634-4957 
Proofreader 
ejsfalcon1@frontier.com 
 
JROTC  Coordinator 
Lt Col James Warchol, USAF (Ret)………..….633-1063 
wjammer39@gmail.com 
 
CHAPLAIN 
Assistant Personal Affairs  
Lt Col Samuel Rorer, USAF (Ret)…..………. 260-3882 
srorer@hotmail.com 
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                      NEW MEMBER 

              

   Darrell Katz was born 12 
March 1939 in Alliance, NE.  
He joined the  Army in March 
1956, serving 10 years enlisted 
and 30 years commissioned, 
retiring in January 1996 as a 
Colonel. 

   Most of his career was spent 
in Army Special Forces but did 
have a stint flying helicopters, 
primarily AH1G Cobra gun-
ships during his second tour in 
Vietnam. 

   He received a bachelor de-
gree from the University of Nebraska at Omaha and a Mas-
ter of Arts in political science from Appalachian State Uni-
versity in Boone, NC. 

   He is a member of the Infantry Officer Candidate School 
Hall of Honor at Fort Benning, GA and the US Army Special 
Forces Hall of Fame at Fort Bragg, NC.  

   Darrell joined DAV Chapter 110 while renting a home in 
Sun City Center and has since served as the Chapter’s 
Senior Vice Commander, Adjutant, voluntary van driver and 
as a veterans service officer for approximately ten years, 
the last six years  in Sun City Center with our DAV Chapter 
110.  

   He and his spouse, Christine, live in Valencia Lakes. 

Trump picks academy grad and former Rep. Heather 
Wilson to be Air Force Secretary 

  
President Trump intends to nominate 
Heather Wilson, a former New Mexico 
representative and a graduate of the Air 
Force Academy, to be the next Air Force 
Secretary.  
   She would replace former Air Force 
Secretary Deborah Lee James, who left 

office on Friday with the Obama administration.  
 

Sun City Center MOAA Website 

Don’t forget to visit our new  website.  The link to the 

website is: http://moaafl.org/chapters/SunCity/  You 

will find much membership information, photos, cal-

endar of events, past newsletters and more. If you 

would like to suggest topics for inclusion contact Jim 

Haney at jhhaney1@gmail.com 

Publisher/Editor 

CAPT Frank Kepley, USN (Ret) 

We need your input about member activities associat-
ed with MOAA and articles of interest to the military 
community.  Contact Frank at: 
dkepley@tampabay.rr.com  813-642-0801 

 

MOAA 

5 Star 

Newsletter 

   Communication 

Trump picks top vets health official as the 
next VA secretary 
 
   President-elect Donald Trump on Wednesday named 
the Department of Veterans Affairs top health official his 
pick to run the entire veterans bureaucracy, a surprise 
move that puts a non-veteran in line for the post for the 
first time.  
   Dr. David Shulkin, who has served as VA Under Sec-
retary for Health since June 2015, is the first nominee 
held over from President Barack Obama’s administra-
tion. Trump made the announcement at his first press 
conference since the November election, and after a 
lengthy search which included dozens of potential candi-
dates.  
   Shulkin currently oversees about 1,700 medical facili-
ties and almost 300,000 federal workers in the depart-
ment’s health system.  
   Now he'll be charged with looking after the entire $177
-billion agency, not only the health care aspects but also 
benefits delivery and a host of other support programs.   
   Prior to his time at VA, Shulkin worked as president 
and CEO of Beth Israel Medical Center in New York City 
and spent many years as a top health care official at 
numerous Philadelphia research hospitals.  
   If confirmed by the Senate, the 57-year-old Shulkin will 
become the first non-veteran to oversee the department 
or any of its predecessor agencies. Over the last 94 
years, each of the 26 other men to serve in the job 
boasted military experience. 
   Shulkin enjoys a good relationship with veterans 
groups. In a statement, Veterans of Foreign Wars Na-
tional Commander Brian Duffy said his group supports 
Shulkin’s nomination and praised his “willingness to con-
tinue serving veterans and making the VA better.”  
   

US Senate Confirms Mattis for Defense  
Secretary 

    
   The US Senate overwhelmingly ap-
proved two of President Donald 
Trump's national defense nominees, 
Defense Secretary James Mattis and 
Homeland Security Secretary John 
Kelly — both retired Marine generals.  

   On the heels of Trump’s inauguration, Mattis’ nomina-
tion sailed through the upper chamber with a tally of 98-
1. Earlier this month, Mattis testified for three hours be-
fore the Senate Armed Services committee and received 
waiver from Congress for a mandatory seven-year cool-
ing off period for military officers.  
   Only once before has Congress granted such a waiv-
er, to Gen. George Marshall in 1950, as the cooling-off 
period is rooted in America’s principle of civilian control 
of the military. 

       COL Darrell Katz, USA (Ret) 



 

 

 

 

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS 

Frank Kepley. CAPT USN (Ret) 

 
 
 

In Reversal, Navy Brings Back Beloved  
Ratings System 

 
   The Navy has decided to bring back its 
241-year-old job ratings system, officials 
said Tuesday, reversing a decision at the 
end of September that prompted wide-
spread outcry and even had the White 

House weigh in. 
   The restoration of Navy rating titles was formally an-
nounced Wednesday in an administrative message from 
Adm. John Richardson. 
   The service still plans to modernize jobs to make career 
paths more flexible and make it easier to transition to civil-
ian work. But the initial plan that replaced all 91 historical 
ratings, including jobs like yeoman, boatswain's mate, and 
hospital corpsman, with alphanumeric codes, has been 
scrapped. 
   In the prepared remarks, Richardson credited sailors who 
spoke out during meetings and town hall forums with con-
vincing Navy leadership to walk back the ratings decision. 
Editor’s note: One PC idea dumped! Common sense pre-
vails at last.   

 
VA Discloses Ratings Of Its 146 Medical Cen-
ters  

 
Of the 146 medical centers rat-
ed, 120 of them, or 82 percent, 
improved in the past year, ac-
cording to the VA.  
   Most medical centers serving 
veterans across the country are 

improving, according to a once-withheld rating system just 
released by the Department of Veterans Affairs. Yet, the 
ratings show several facilities racked by scandal continue to 
struggle. 
   Of the 146 medical centers rated, 120 of them, or 82 per-
cent, improved in the past year, according to the VA. But 
the Phoenix hospital, the epicenter of the 2014 wait-time 
scandal, was one of the worst rated, and the hospital in 
Tomah, Wisconsin – another one that has recently come 
under fire – saw a drop in performance this year. 
   The performance ratings were released to the public un-
der pressure following an investigation by USA Today earli-
er this month that revealed the ratings were being held, un-
disclosed, within the VA. 
 

New Call Center Is Changing How Well The VA 
Responds To Vets In Crisis  
 
They are now handling many more calls than they were 
able to in March. The Department of Veterans Affairs has 
officially dedicated a new call center for its veterans crisis 

line — an addition that’s nearly doubled the agency’s ca-
pacity to help suicidal veterans and service members. 
The dedication of the new call center, located in Atlanta, 
comes at the end of a year in which it was revealed the cri-
sis line was sending calls to voicemail or rolling them over 
to a backup call center. 
“Today we follow through on our commitment to give those 
who save lives every day at the crisis line the training, addi-
tional staff and modern call center technology they need to 
make the veterans crisis line a gold standard operation,” VA 
Deputy Secretary Sloan Gibson, who attended the ribbon-
cutting Tuesday, said in a written statement. 
The Atlanta facility will have 200 responders who will be 
able to handle 600 calls daily. They’ve joined 310 respond-
ers at the VA’s other call center in upstate New York to an-
swer calls, texts and online messages from veterans, ser-
vicemembers and their families. VA officials did not say how 
many calls they receive each day, overall. 
   To reach the veterans crisis line, callers dial the National 
Suicide Prevention Hotline at 1-800-273-8255 and choose 
option 1. They can also text to 828255 or request a chat at 
www.vets.gov.  
 

Ending 'concurrent receipt' of retirement and 
disability pays would save billions, federal 
agency says 

 
   Congressional researchers say that eliminat-
ing the ability of nearly 600,000 military veter-
ans to collect retirement pay and disability 
compensation simultaneously could save bil-
lions and contribute to deficit reduction.  
   The Congressional Budget Office, a federal 
agency that provides lawmakers with budget-

ary and economic information, says doing so could save the 
government $139 billion between 2018 and 2026. The 
CBO's  report was published online Dec. 8 as part of a se-
ries of options for reducing the federal deficit from 2017 and 
2026.  
   The practice is called "concurrent receipt." By law, veter-
ans are eligible to collect both sets of pay if they meet spe-
cific criteria.  
   Vets who sustained career-ending combat injuries are 
eligible for combat-related special compensation, while 
those veterans who received a disability rating of 50 percent 
or more after at least 20 years of service are eligible for 
what is termed concurrent retirement and disability pay.  
   But many veterans groups have long argued that the two 
payments should be completely uncoupled.  
   "For decades, [the Military Officers Association of Ameri-
ca] has sought legislation providing full relief from the 19th-
century law that required a dollar-for-dollar offset of military 
retired pay for VA disability compensation," wrote retired Air 
Force Col. Mike Hayden, then MOAA's director of govern-
ment relations, in 2015.  
   "MOAA’s position is that career service members earn 
their retired pay by service alone and those unfortunate 
enough to suffer a service-caused disability in the process 
should have any VA disability compensation from the VA 
added to, not subtracted from, their service-earned military 
retired pay." 
Eeitor’s Note;  Good grief!!  Now we’re going to have to fight 
this battle again. 
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VA to open clinic in Riverview in 2020 
07/31/08  

 
   The 50,000-square-foot facility 
will be similar to one in New Port 
Richey but would offer more ser-
vices, according to Carolyn 
Clark, a spokesperson for the VA 
in Tampa. 
The clinic is still in the planning 
stages and an exact site or cost 

haven't been determined. 
It will offer primary care as well as some specialized ser-
vices. Those specialties haven't been determined yet but 
could include mental health services, cardiology or ortho-
pedics, Clark said. 
   The clinic would serve veterans from southern Hills-
borough County and western Polk County, according to 
Clark. She estimated there are more than 28,000 veter-
ans in those areas who qualify for VA care. 
The outpatient clinic will serve a varied veteran population 
from the World War II, Korean, and Vietnam eras as well 
as those who served in Iraq and Afghanistan, Clark wrote 
in a recent e-mail. 
   The clinic will operate under the James A. Haley VA 
Medical Center in Tampa.  
Haley serves more than 400,000 veterans in the region 
and has one of four special treatment centers for soldiers 
wounded in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
   Bay Pines VA Medical Center in St. Petersburg runs 
eight similar clinics, including ones in Dunedin, Sebring 
and Sarasota. 
 

Statement from the Department of Veterans 
Affairs on federal hiring freeze 

 
   The Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA) announced exemptions to the fed-
eral hiring freeze in the President’s 
memo dated January 23

rd
, 2017. The 

authorities outlined in the President’s 
memo provide VA the ability to continue 
filling essential positions that provide 
public safety services to our Veterans. 

We strongly believe that these exemptions are in line with 
the President’s intent. 
   “The Department of Veterans Affairs intends to exempt 
anyone it deems necessary for public health and safety, 
including frontline caregivers,” Acting Veterans Affairs Sec-
retary Robert Snyder said. “The President and VA remain 
committed to seeing that our Veterans receive the quality 
care and benefits they’ve earned. This is the right thing to 
do for our Veterans.”  

 

 Veterans online shopping benefit 'still under 
consideration' 

 
   A proposal to expand online military 
exchange shopping benefits to all 
honorably discharged veterans is in 
the final stages of the decision-
making process at the Pentagon, 

sources said.  

   If Defense Department officials sign off on the idea, and if 
Congress doesn't object within 30 days to any proposed 
changes, the benefit could be in place by Veterans Day, 
according to documents obtained by Military Times and 
sources familiar with the discussions.   
   The benefit wouldn’t extend to brick-and-mortar stores. 
Active-duty service members, Guard and reserve members 
and retirees, along with dependent family members and 
100 percent disabled veterans (and certain others) are eli-
gible to shop at the exchanges whether online or in person. 
But most of those who leave the military before retirement 
– about 90 percent of veterans – aren’t eligible.  

 
Outpatient Medication  
Copay for Most Veterans 

    
   The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) 
is amending its regulation on copayments 
for Veterans’ outpatient medications for non-
service connected conditions. VA currently 
charges non-exempt Veterans either $8 or 

$9 for each 30-day or less supply of outpatient medication. 
   “Switching to a tiered system continues to keep outpa-
tient medication costs low for Veterans,” said VA Under 
Secretary for Health Dr. David J. Shulkin. “Reducing their 
out-of-pocket costs encourages greater adherence to pre-
scribed outpatient medications and reduces the risk of frag-
mented care that results when multiple pharmacies are 
used; another way that VA is providing better service to 
Veterans.”    
   This new regulation establishes three classes of outpa-
tient medications identified as Tier 1, Preferred Generics; 
Tier 2, Non-Preferred Generics including over-the-counter 
medications; and Tier 3, Brand Name.  
   These copayment amounts will be effective February 27, 
2017:  
$5 for a 30-day or less supply - Tier 1 outpatient medica-
tion 
$8 for a 30-day or less supply - Tier 2 outpatient medica-
tion 
$11 for a 30-day or less supply - Tier 3 outpatient medica-
tion  
   These changes apply to Veterans without a service-
connected condition, or Veterans with a disability rated less 
than 50 percent who are receiving outpatient treatment for 
a non-service connected condition, and whose annual in-
come exceeds the limit set by law.  
  

Florida Council of Chapters Communiqué    

December 2016 Issue 

See what the other Chapters are doing. The Florida Coun-

cil of Chapter’s newsletter, the “Communiqué” can be ac-

cessed by clicking on the link below.  After you click the 

link and then click Allow, it may take a minute or so for the 

newsletter to pop up.  It is worth the wait.  

Apr2014.pdfhttp:www.moaafl.org/communique  

Editor—Marty Brown.   Send  articles and photos to: 

wayne.and.marty.brown@gmail.com     
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Versatile F-4 Phantoms making 'final flight' 
for U.S. military 

 
   The last of thousands of F-4 Phantom 
jets that  five decades are being put to 
pasture to serve as ground targets for 
strikes by newer aircraft.  
   But first some well-earned honors.  
   The Air Force held a "final flight" retire-

ment ceremony at Holloman Air Force Base in New Mexi-
co, where the last F-4s are still flying for the U.S. military. 
The ceremony will celebrate the airplane's rich military his-
tory as the jet was a mainstay during the Vietnam War and 
used for decades for reconnaissance missions and anti-
missile electronic jamming.  
   McDonnell Douglas — now part of the Boeing Co. — 
built more than 5,000 F-4s for the Air Force, Navy and Ma-
rine Corps. It first flew in the late 1950s, and production 
ended in 1985.  
 

China's 1st Aircraft Carrier Sails into South 
China Sea 

 
   BEIJING — China's first aircraft 
carrier and five other warships 
passed by Taiwan and sailed into 
the contested South China Sea on 
Monday, Taiwan's Defense Ministry 
said. 
   The ships, led by the Liaoning, 

sailed past the Pratas Islands, also known as the Dongsha 
Islands, a Taiwan-controlled atoll in the northern part of the 
South China Sea, according to the ministry. 
   China's Defense Ministry said Saturday that the Liaoning 
had set off for a routine open-sea exercise in the Western 
Pacific as part of its annual training. But its entering into 
the politically sensitive South China Sea follows rising ten-
sions between Beijing and Taipei over the status of the  
self-ruled island. 
   Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen has refused to en-
dorse Beijing's concept that Taiwan is a part of China. Bei-
jing claims the self-governing island as its own territory and 
says failing to endorse the one-China principle would de-
stabilize relations. 
 

Support Grows for Women to Register for 
Draft 

 
While lawmakers in Congress 
dropped a provision requiring 
women to register for the draft in 
the latest defense authorization 
bill, a growing number of political 
and military officials have voiced 

support for the idea. The Senate in June voted 85-13 in 
favor of language that would have required women to reg-
ister for the draft alongside men for the first time in Ameri-
can history. The reference was largely symbolic -- con-
scription in the U.S. ended in 1973 during the Vietnam War 
-- and the wording was later removed from the compromise 
version of the defense bill. Even so, many military officials, 
from Defense Secretary Ashton Carter to service chiefs, 
have supported the proposal, citing the increasing number 
of women entering combat training. Female soldiers, for 

example, have now graduated from the Army's Armor 
Basic Officer Leader's Course, in addition to Ranger 
School. It's unclear whether the directive will be rolled back 
under President-elect Trump, who has suggested that gen-
der-integration in the ranks has led to sex assaults: "26,000 
unreported sexual assaults in the military-only 238 convic-
tions," he tweeted in 2013. "What did these geniuses ex-
pect when they put men & women together?" 

Killer robots await Trump’s verdict 
The new president will have to decide how aggressively 
the U.S. pursues military technology that could let ma-
chines make life-or-death decisions. 

 
   “We’re on the doorstep of what armed 
conflict looks like in the 21st century,” said 
August Cole, a security expert and senior 
fellow at the Atlantic Council. 
   Swarms of armed drones programmed to 

“fire and forget.” Fully automated anti-missile shields. Killer 
robots designed to identify and eliminate suspected terror-
ists on sight. 
   To military planners, lethal machines that select and at-
tack their own targets would be the logical outgrowth of 
decades of development of increasingly intelligent weap-
ons, including precision-guided missiles and remotely pi-
loted drones. Although it could take decades to deploy 
weapons that operate free of all human supervision, the 
Pentagon has already tested drones equipped with facial 
recognition software that could, in theory, identify enemy 
insurgents and target them at will. 
 

PowerWalk device converts soldiers'  
movement into energy 

 
   Army officials say they are closing in 
on their goal of developing a means for 
soldiers on foot to recharge their many 
electronic devices simply by walking.  
   A technology presently in develop-
ment, the “PowerWalk” device would 

harvest energy produced through the motion of walking, 
storing up juice in a battery which in turn could recharge 
phones, GPS, ranging and targeting devices, and a variety 
of other gadgets.  
   “Every time we give the soldier a new capability, it re-
quires more batteries. Right now soldiers are carrying any-
where from 16 to 20 pounds of batteries just to maintain 
their mission posture,” said Noel Soto, a project engineer 
at the Army Natick Soldier Research, Development and 
Engineering Center (NSRDEC). “We want to offset that 
weight by reducing the number of batteries and by giving 
them recharging capabilities.” 
   PowerWalk, which looks like a typical knee brace and 
weighs less than two pounds, converts a soldier’s move-
ment into energy. Walking at an average 2.5 miles an hour, 
a soldier could generate enough power to charge up to 
three phones, Soto said.  
      The human stride has a positive and a negative com-
ponent. Muscles exert a positive force in lifting and thrust-
ing the leg. Gravity then pulls the leg down, prompting the 
muscles to exert a negative force, acting as a brake to slow 
the descent.  
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3 female enlisted Marines reporting for  
infantry duty  

 
 CAMP LEJEUNE, N.C. — Three enlist-
ed female Marines are reporting to a 
ground combat unit in North Carolina 
and are among the first women in the 
service to do so.  
   1st Lt. John McCombs, a Marine 
Corps spokesman with the Second Ma-
rine Expeditionary Force at Camp Lejeu-

ne, says the three report Thursday to the 1st Battalion, 8th 
Marine Regiment. McCombs says the unit has three female 
officers that will assist them.  
   The Marines are declining to identify the enlisted women. 
Armistead says they will serve as a rifleman, a machine 
gunner and a mortar Marine. There are some 40,000 Ma-
rines in the Expeditionary Force.  
   In June, The Associated Press reported the Marine Corps 
had seven female officers either serving in combat posts or 
waiting in line to serve, and 167 women with non-combat 
jobs in front-line units.  
 

Man accused of pretending to be Marine to 
get VA benefits 

 
   CINCINNATI — Authorities say a man 
improperly received $130,000 in medical 
and housing benefits through Veterans 
Affairs by claiming he had served in the 
Marine Corps during years when he actu-
ally had been imprisoned in Arizona.  

   Forty-three-year-old Shawn Oliger is charged with theft of 
government money in federal court in Cincinnati.  
   Court records indicate he was arrested last month. A 
message seeking comment was left Wednesday for his 
public defender.  
   In court documents, investigators say Oliger's purported 
military service was wrongly logged into a database be-
cause of a disability compensation claim he had filed.  
   They say Oliger later admitted making up his claim about 
being a veteran. They allege he knew that was wrong but 
did it because he needed medical care that he received 
through the Cincinnati VA Medical Center. 
 

Out-going SECNAV Mabus defends  
progressive personnel reforms  

 
   On the eve of his departure, with an incom-
ing administration that has questioned his sig-
nature achievements such as integrating 
women into combat units, Mabus is offering a 
final passionate argument for the next admin-
istration to hold the line.  
   Mabus, the soft-spoken former governor of 
Mississippi, was one of the loudest voices in 

the department calling for the 2011 repeal of the Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell policy that made gay service members keep qui-
et about their sexual orientation or face discharge. More 
recently, he was a forceful advocate for the Pentagon's de-
cision last year to integrate women into combat roles in 
both the Navy and the Marine Corps.  
   Yet the women in combat policy may be in question now. 

The presumptive incoming secretary of defense has been 
on the other side of the argument. Retired Marine Gen. 
James Mattis has spoken out against integrating women 
into combat roles. Mattis has said that while he believes 
women could meet the physical standards, it is still improp-
er to put women into the “atavistic primate world” of close-
quarters fighting.  
   “It would only be someone who never crossed the line of 
departure into close encounters fighting that would ever 
even promote such an idea,” Mattis wrote in a book pub-
lished last year, "Warriors & Citizens."  
 

Trump Taps VA Undersecretary to Take Over 
Top Job 
 

   President-elect Donald Trump an-
nounced he will nominate Dr. David 
Shulkin, the undersecretary for health at 
the Veterans Affairs Department, to take 
over the top job at the agency. 
   Trump made the surprise announce-

ment during a press conference in New York. "He's fantas-
tic," the president-elect said. "He will do a truly great job." 
   If Shulkin is confirmed, he would be the first VA secretary 
without prior military service and Trump's first cabinet mem-
ber who served in the Obama administration. With its 
roughly $180 billion budget, the VA is the second-largest 
federal agency behind the Defense Department. 
In a statement released by Trump's transition team, Shulkin 
said he was honored to be nominated.  
Editor’s Note:  More information provided on Dr. Shulkin on 
page 12. 
 

Luncheon: Wednesday Mar 1, 2017 11:00 am  

Florida Room 

Board Meeting: Wednesday  Mar 8, 2017  10:00 am 

Trinity Baptist Church 

Membership Committee Mtg. Club Renaissance 

3rd Wednesday Mar 15, 2017 

Monthly Member and Board Meetings   
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No reported deaths this month. 

PHOTO CLUB 

The SCC Photo Club is selling 2017 calen-
dars.  The proceeds will go to MY WARRI-
ORS PLACE 

http://www.military.com/benefits/veteran-benefits


LUNCHEON 

Wednesday,  Mar 1,  2017 

♦Call 642-0497♦ 

Florida Room, Atrium 
North Campus SCC 

Reservations no later than 6 p.m. 
Sunday, 26 Feb, 2017 

Please give full names of members and guests, total num-
ber attending.  Cost is $14.00  payable at the door in cash 
or check.  Social hour begins at 11:00 a.m.  Business 
meeting at 11:15 followed by lunch and a speaker.  

Remember, if you make a reservation and do not attend, 
you are expected to pay. 
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Heart Surgery-related Infection Warning 
  
More than 1,400 Minnesota veterans 
received certified letters in the mail in 
December notifying them they are at risk 
of a potentially deadly infection. It is part 
of a massive effort by hospitals nation-
wide to warn patients that equipment 
used in many heart surgeries may have 

been contaminated with a dangerous bacteria. This is not 
an issue isolated to the VA and veterans. Back in October, 
the CDC warned that heater-cooler units used during open 
heart surgeries to keep a patient's circulating blood at a 
specific temperature may have been contaminated in the 
manufacturing process. Since then, hospitals all across the 
country have been notifying patients about a possible in-
fection called nontuberculous mycobacterium (NTM). Half 
a million patients nationwide may be at risk.  
 

The VA outperforms the private sector in 
many areas, according to a Harvard Business 
School case study.  

 
   Critics of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs are advocating strongly for a 
more privatized veterans healthcare 
system under President-elect Donald 
Trump, and they might get one. 
“I don’t want to see veterans waiting in 

line for two weeks, and you know, in many cases, they 
have a minor illness, and it takes so long to see a doctor, it 
turns out to be a major illness and beyond that,” Trump 
said after meeting with executives from several private 
hospitals Dec. 28. 
   But a recent case study performed by the Harvard Busi-
ness School reveals why that approach may be the wrong 
one. 
“VA healthcare now performs better than the private sector 
on 96% of outpatient measures,” according the results. 
   New Call center is changing how well VA responds to 
veterans in crisis.  
   The case study, which analyzed a combination of VA 
reports and external reports, found that the Veterans 
Health Administration is the only nationwide, fully integrat-
ed healthcare system in the United States, and because of 
that, veterans have access to essentially every aspect of 
health care that they may want or need. 
What’s more, in July, the Journal of General Internal Medi-
cine featured a study by the RAND Corporation that found 
“the VA often performs better than or similarly to other sys-
tems of care with regard to the safety and effectiveness of 
care.” 
   To be more specific, across 69 areas, the VA was found 
to perform well across areas of safety, outpatient care, and 
medical management. And, according to the study, effec-
tiveness in 17 of 24 studies “showed better performance in 
VA facilities.”  
 

Study shows decrease in MRSA infections 
after VA initiative  
 
   A new study by the Department of Veterans Affairs' Vet-
erans Health Administration shows a significant decline in 

healthcare facility-associated infections, or HAIs, of methi-
cillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus, or MRSA, as a re-
sult of the Veterans Affairs Prevention Initiative. 
   Dr. Martin E. Evans, of the Veterans Health Administra-
tion, led the study that found between October 2007 and 
September 2015 monthly HAI rates dropped 87 percent in 
intensive care units, or ICUs, 80.1 percent in non-ICUs and 
80.9 percent in spinal cord injury units, or SCIUs. 
ADVERTISING 
HAI rates dropped in long-term care facilities, or LTCFs, by 
49.4 percent between July 2009 and September 2015. In 
September 2015, only two MRSA HAIs occurred in ICUs, 
20 in non-ICUs, three in SCIUs and 31 in LTCFs national-
ly. 
   The VA implemented the MRSA Prevention Initiative in 
October 2007 in response to very high MRSA HAI rates 
being reported nationwide. 
MRSA can cause symptoms ranging from skin and wound 
infections to pneumonia, bloodstream infections, sepsis 
and death. 
 

US Congress Passes Waiver for Mattis to 
Lead Pentagon 
  

   Congress on Friday passed historic 
legislation allowing retired US Marine 
Corps Gen. James Mattis to serve as 
the next defense secretary, overriding 
some Democrats who took a stand for 
civilian control of the military.  
   The move bypasses a law that man-

dates a seven-year “cooling off” period between military 
service and assuming the top civilian defense job. Mattis, 
66, retired in 2013 after a 44-year military career and serv-
ing as commander of US Central Command. 
   The House voted 268-151, with mainly Republicans —
 and 36 Democrats — voting in favor. Many Democrats 
revolted after the Trump transition team backed Mattis out 
of his commitment to testify before the House Armed Ser-
vices Committee.  
   President Obama is expected sign off on legislation al-
lowing Mattis to serve as defense secretary. White House 
press secretary Josh Earnest told reporters that Obama 
will not stand in the way of Mattis' appointment once Con-
gress passes the legislation. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/3245622-161212-Notice-of-Possible-Infection.html
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2016/p1013-contaminated-devices-.html
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2016/p1013-contaminated-devices-.html
http://kboi2.com/news/nation-world/trumps-possible-public-private-option-for-veterans-care-draws-mixed-response
http://kboi2.com/news/nation-world/trumps-possible-public-private-option-for-veterans-care-draws-mixed-response
https://hbr.org/2016/12/a-transformation-is-underway-at-u-s-veterans-affairs-we-got-an-inside-look
https://hbr.org/2016/12/a-transformation-is-underway-at-u-s-veterans-affairs-we-got-an-inside-look
http://taskandpurpose.com/new-call-center-changing-well-va-responds-vets-crisis/
http://taskandpurpose.com/new-call-center-changing-well-va-responds-vets-crisis/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11606-016-3775-2
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11606-016-3775-2


 

Patients Cared For By Female Doctors Fare 
Better Than Those Treated By Men  

 
   In a study that is sure to rile male doctors, 
Harvard researchers have found that female 
doctors who care for elderly hospitalized pa-
tients get better results. Patients cared for by 
women were less likely to die or return to the 
hospital after discharge. 

   Previous research has shown that female doctors are 
more likely to follow recommendations about prevention 
counseling and to order preventive tests like Pap smears 
and mammograms. 
   But the latest work, published Monday in JAMA Internal 
Medicine, is the first to show a big difference in the result 
that matters most to patients: life or death. 
   The study's authors estimate "that approximately 32,000 
fewer patients would die if male physicians could achieve 
the same outcomes as female physicians every year." 
   So why is there a gender-based difference in physicians' 
care? The authors admit that they are "unable to identify 
exactly why female physicians have better outcomes than 
male physicians."  
Editor’s note:  Holy smokes!!   
 

Report: Health care cyberattacks likely to  
increase next year  
 

   A report found that the evolution of 
the medical device hijack ransom-
ware MEDJACK and MEDJACK.2 
and an increase in cyberattacks 
against a variety of targets were the 
top two cybersecurity trends in 2016. 
The health care industry is likely to 

face an increase in ransomware attacks in 2017, the report 
said, and one official said some providers are willing to pay 
the ransom to retrieve stolen data and avoid financial loss-
es. 
   Medical devices have become a major open door to ME-
DJACK attacks, and vulnerable devices include infusion 
pumps, heart-lung machines, ventilators, extracorporeal 
membrane oxygenation machines, dialysis machines, 
blood gas analyzers, CT scanners, PACS, portable c-arm X
-ray machines and other devices. When TrapX representa-
tives visit a hospital, they almost always find MEDJACK or 
other malware on specialized medical equipment. 
   “Attackers target devices because they are a vulnerable 
target to use to launch data theft or ransomware,” James 
explains. “They are just using the device as a starting 
point.” 
 

Virtual reality may help restore movement in 
damaged limbs 

 
   Scientists have developed a novel 
training regime that combines virtual 
reality and traditional physical thera-
py to help rehabilitate impaired limbs 
by allowing the healthy ones to 'lead 
by example'.  

   Researchers from Tel Aviv University (TAU) in Israel said 
that the research may be applied to patients in physical 

therapy programs who have lost the strength or control of 
one hand.   "Patients suffering from hemiparesis - the 
weakness or paralysis of one of two paired limbs - undergo 
physical therapy, but this therapy is challenging, exhaust-
ing, and usually has a fairly limited effect," said lead investi-
gator Roy Mukamel of TAU.  
   "Our results suggest that training with a healthy hand 
through a virtual reality intervention provides a promising 
way to repair mobility and motor skills in an impaired limb," 
said Mukamel. 
 

Naval Research seeks to tackle traumatic 
brain injury  

 
   The Office of Naval Research 
is spearheading the development of a tech-
nology to better analyze and diagnose the 
effects of traumatic brain injury.    
   The device, called BLAST — Blast Load 
Assessment Sense and Test  — is de-
signed to be a portable system that can 

measure shock pressure and analyze injury thresholds for 
the brain.  
   “A system like BLAST is vitally important because it can 
help recognize the signs of TBI early and tell warfighters 
they might need medical attention,” said Dr. Timothy Bent-
ley, a program manager overseeing the research for ONR’s 
Warfighter Performance Department. “This reduces the 
likelihood of someone enduring multiple blasts and suffer-
ing more serious brain injury. BLAST also is unique for its 
unique suite of technology.”  
   Brain injuries have become a primary concern of Con-
gress and defense experts over the past several years. 
 

Safeguards, safety programs slash  
catheter-related bloodstream infections,  
Cedars-Sinai research shows  

 
   U.S. hospitals are reducing blood-
stream infections related to catheters by 
implementing rigorous safeguards that 
also save millions of healthcare dollars 
each year, according to research led by 

Cedars-Sinai.  
   A team led by Teryl Nuckols, MD, MSHS, director of the 
Division of General Internal Medicine in the Cedars-Sinai 
Department of Medicine, studied data published in the last 
decade on catheter-related bloodstream infections at 113 
hospitals. It found that safety interventions, on average, 
reduced the infection rate by 57 percent at these hospitals 
while producing net savings of $1.85 million for each site 
over three years. The savings came from reduced costs in 
treating infected patients.  
   The study, published in the JAMA Internal Medicine Jour-
nal focused on central venous catheters, also known as 
central lines, which are commonly used in intensive care 
units. These lines are placed in large veins in the arm, 
chest, neck or groin to deliver medications, fluids or blood 
to patients.  
   There were 769 hospitals fined for medical errors, infec-
tions, by CMS. 
   More than 60,000 primary bloodstream infections related 
to these catheters are estimated to occur each year in the 
U.S., with a fatality rate of 12 percent or more.  
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https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/8769910
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJM199308123290707#t=article
http://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/fullarticle/2593255
http://r.smartbrief.com/resp/iGvrCvlDtVCXmFkbCieitJBWcNPgDF?format=standard
http://r.smartbrief.com/resp/iGvrCvlDtVCXmFkbCieitJBWcNPgDF?format=standard
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Israel
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Results
https://www.onr.navy.mil/Media-Center/Press-Releases/2017/ONR-BLAST-TBI-Protection.aspx
http://www.healthcarefinancenews.com/news/list-769-hospitals-fined-medical-errors-infections-cms
http://www.healthcarefinancenews.com/news/list-769-hospitals-fined-medical-errors-infections-cms
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Dr. Shulkin Background 

   A physician who has advocated for more mental health services for vets, Shulkin was confirmed for his current posi-
tion in 2015. In that role, he serves as the VA's top doctor and oversees the Veterans Health Administration, a health 
care system that covers nearly nine million veterans across more than 1,700 sites. 
Shulkin was in the running for the undersecretary position several years earlier but opted instead to head up the Morris-
town Medical Center, Goryeb Children's Hospital, Atlantic Rehabilitation Institute in New Jersey. He was spurred to take 
the job at the VA after reports surfaced that veterans were dying while waiting for care. 
"I watched over the past year ... as this crisis unfolded, and it was hard for me to sit on the sidelines, and I said at that 
time I really need to be able to do anything I can to see if I can contribute," Shulkin said during his 2015 confirmation 
hearing. 
   Shulkin has also served as president and chief executive officer of Beth Israel Medical Center in New York City, ac-
cording to his VA bio. He received his medical degree from the Medical College of Pennsylvania, and completed his 
internship at Yale University School of Medicine, and residency and fellowship in general medicine at the University of 
Pittsburgh Presbyterian Medical Center, it states.  
   "It is no secret that the VA has been failing veterans for years," said Mark Lucas, executive director of Concerned Vet-
erans for America. "While Shulkin already holds a leadership position at the VA, as secretary, he will now have ultimate 
responsibility over the agency and we are hopeful he will take it in a new direction. CVA will seek to partner with Shulkin 
on urgently needed reforms, such as empowering veterans to access care outside the VA when the VA is failing them." 
   Joe Chenelly, executive director of American Veterans, said he was "pleasantly surprised" by the selection. 
"In the absence of clarity about who was to lead the VA, we grew more than a little concerned that political considera-
tions might undermine veterans' best interests," Chenelly said in a statement. "But this wise decision by President-elect 
Trump validates what we’ve long known and said -- that the Veterans Health Administration is on the right track despite 
a prolonged, concerted smear campaign aimed at dismantling and privatizing veterans care. We applaud the transition 
team's diligence." 

The sponsors that appear in this publication do not reflect an endorsement by MOAA or this affiliate. 

  ———————————————————————————————————————————                                                                                                       
Membership: All veteran and active duty commissioned officers of armed forces as well as National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Admin., Public Health and National Guard Reserve members and widows and widowers of 
former MOAA members. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Sun City Center, FL MOAA Newsletter is published by the Sun City Center Chapter, which is an affiliate of 
the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA). MOAA and its affiliated chapters and councils are non-
partisan.  

MOAA Take Action link:  http://www.moaa.org/Main_Menu/Take_Action/Take_Action.html 
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http://www.military.com/daily-news/2015/05/06/va-top-doctor-nominee-lists-mental-health-as-leading-priority.html#.WHZvkQYKj88.twitter
http://www.military.com/daily-news/2015/05/06/va-top-doctor-nominee-lists-mental-health-as-leading-priority.html#.WHZvkQYKj88.twitter
https://www.va.gov/opa/bios/bio_shulkin.asp


2017  Veterans’ 

Annual Dinner/Dance 
Saturday, March 4, 2017 

 

Social Hour at 5:00 p.m. followed by Dinner at 5:45 p.m.  
  

Three Entrée Buffet by Banquet Masters  
(Carved Steamship Round, Chicken Marsala, Bourbon Glazed Salmon Filet)  

 

A Fun Program with a Mix of Patriotism 
 

Music/Dancing by Masquerade Duo 
 

Dress is Casual (Roaring 20’s) – no shorts or flip flops 
 

BYOB and setups (ice and glasses furnished)  
 

Sponsored by the Veterans’ Organizations of Sun City Center 
 

Cost is $30 per ticket - checks payable to American Legion Post 246ww 
 

 

                                                    

   

Tickets available through: 
 

American Legion: 600-7616              DAV: 634-7761 

Leathernecks: 634-6707    MOAA: 260-3257 

Silver Osprey Squadron: 620-3221  MOWW: 633-1063 

General Sales: 620-3221 


