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   We had another great turnout (94 attending) for our Feb-
ruary meeting/luncheon and I sincerely appreciate those 
that support our chapter.  Our membership is approaching 
the 200 mark (194 as of last count) and to have 48% of the 
membership active each month is outstanding.  About 
25% of our membership is unable to attend the luncheons 
due to health or age related issues, however, they contin-
ue their membership because they want to support our 
military through MOAA.  They are the largest and most 
powerful lobbying group for veterans’ benefits: active duty, 
retirees, and all veterans.  By continuing your membership 
in a local chapter you are supporting MOAA in the fight to 
protect veterans benefits that are under attack each year.    
And as a bonus you receive our 5 star award-winning 
newsletter each month.  February will be our big push to 
get all of our members to renew for 2019.  We do not send 
out billing notices, however, the information to send in your 
dues is contained in this newsletter.  Our officers and 
board members will be contacting those that have not re-
newed as a gentle reminder of the importance to continue 
your membership in the local chapter.  Thank you for your 
support. 
   On a different note, I want to thank our 2nd VP, CDR. 
Cliff Korn, USNR (Ret), for attending the Leadership Con-
ference with me in January and for his excellent report that 
he gave to our membership at the February luncheon. I 
always feel that these conferences reenergize us as we 
share information, learn about new resource tools, and 
exchange ideas with other chapter leaders. Mark your cal-
endars for June 20-23 for the Florida Annual Convention 
to be held at the Safety Harbor Resort & Spa in Tampa. 
Go to moaafl.org website to get more information and to 
register.  This is your opportunity to hear first hand from 
the MOAA National and State leaders.  I would love to 
have a big showing from our chapter to attend this confer-
ence.  If you register, let me know so we can get together 
at the convention. Don’t miss out on this great opportunity.  
   In closing, I hope you come to the March luncheon to 
hear MG Hutmacher speak to us about Special Opera-
tions. We will also have as our guest the Florida Area Vice 
President, Carol Burgess, visiting our chapter.  I look for-
ward to her seeing the sea of MOAA shirts in the room. 
 

 

Clayton M. Hutmacher,  
Major General, USA (Ret.) 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Clay Hutmacher became the President and Chief Execu-
tive Officer of the Special Operations Warrior Foundation 
in September 2018.   
   He was a career United States Army Officer and retired 
in 2018 having served over 40 years in uniform.    As an 
Army Special Operations Aviator, he commanded at every 
level during his three tours with the 160th Special Opera-
tions Aviation Regiment, where he served as the MH-60 
Direct Action Penetrator platoon leader, company opera-
tions officer, executive officer and commander of 1st Bat-
talion, Regimental Commander, and the Commanding 
General of the U.S. Army Special Operations Aviation 
Command.  
   His last assignment was the Director of Operations in the 
U.S. Special Operations Command, Tampa, Florida. His 
previous assignment was as the Deputy Commanding 
General of the United States Army Special Operations 
Command at Fort Bragg, North Carolina. 
   A native of Wenatchee, Washington, he was awarded a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Aerospace Management from Embry 
Riddle Aeronautical University, a Master’s Degree in Na-
tional Security and Strategic Studies from the United 
States Naval Command and Staff College, and a Master’s 
Degree in Strategic Studies from the United States Army 
War College.   

         MARCH SPEAKER 

  $15.00   MAR. LUNCHEON  $15.00      

♦(813) 642-0497♦  
Salad Bar & Fresh Fruit with Assorted Dressings  

Cod Tartar & Cocktail Sauce 
Italian Meatballs 

Vegetarian Lasagna 
Appropriate Starch  

Dessert Bar:   Chef’s selected desserts 
Beverages: Decaf Coffee, Iced Tea, and Ice Water 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Beverly Gaussiran, experienced Mideast 
speaker, addresses MOAA 
 
   Beverly Hill Gaussiran, MS, was the featured speaker 
at the February 6th Military Officers Association of 
America (MOAA) luncheon in the Florida Room at the 
North Side Atrium.   Beverly has a rich background 
working in the Mideast and U.S. as a motivational 
speaker, human resource consultant, author, teacher, 
and professional coach. She entered the U.S. Army af-
ter college and became a recruiter/career counselor. In 
addition to working for the South Florida Hospital As-
sociation and numerous teaching roles, Beverly spent 
14 years in Saudi Arabia developing operational sys-
tems, educational programs, and management training 
functions involving 69 nationalities.  
   Upon her return to the US, Beverly Hill and Associ-
ates has provided these services in the US.  Beverly 
has been recognized in Who’s Who International 
and American Women and is the mother of 4 
adopted children, 2 from Lebanon and 2 from Hon-
duras. Now retired, “Abandoned”, is a presenta-
tion in which Beverly takes you on a journey to 
better understand those who are struggling in the 
Mideast and North Africa.   Her presentation was 
moving, inspirational and informative. 
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MEMBERSHIP CORNER 

The Membership Committee Chair is providing the following to 
update the Chapter membership regarding our Chapter LOE & 
MOAA rewards. Also, this article will list new Chapter mem-
bers. 
 
— 192 Chapter members 
— 128 LIFE members 
—  28 PREMIUM members 
—  16 BASIC members 
—  20 non-MOAA members 
 
New Chapter member(s) last month: 
COL Robert Preston, ARNG (Ret) 
Lt Col Frank Zahrobsky, USAF (Ret) 
 
REMINDER: The Chapter reimburses $100 to members up-
grading to LIFE when LIFE certificate is presented to the 
Treasurer. 

March Luncheon 

Beverly Gaussiran, and Benny Blackshire Beverly Gaussiran, Feb. speaker 

MOAA ACTION SITE 

I have created this box to direct members to the 

online MOAA ‘Take Action’ site in order to assist 

MOAA in achieving their legislative goals.  

 Click here and select the issue(s) you would like to 

have MOAA discuss with your representatives.  

Fill in the form and click submit. MOAA will send it 

to your representatives.  You can add your own 

comments if you wish.   

DUES NOTICE          DUES NOTICE         DUES NOTICE 

   It is that time of year again.   

  Time to pay your dues for 2019 

Members ………………………..$20.00 
Auxiliary …………….….……….$15.00 
You may Pay at the luncheon or mail to 
our PO Box: 
Military Officers Association of America  
Post Office Box 5693   
Sun City Center, FL  33571-5693 

http://takeaction.moaa.org/?0


 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

        
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Chapter Officers 
 
PRESIDENT 
LTC Benny Blackshire, USA (Ret)……………260-3105 
bwblacks@aol.com 
 
1st VP  
MAJ James Haney, USMC (Ret)……………..220-8758  
jhhaney1@gmail.com 
Membership Chairman 
  
2nd VP 
CDR Cliff Korn USNR (Ret)………………….. 778-5676 
cliff@kornhouse.net 
 
SECRETARY 
LTC Ed Mooney, USA (Ret)………………….751-6844 
edmllc@yahoo.com 
 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
Lt Col Ferris Garrett, USAF (Ret)……….…….841-0532 
garrett4@tampabay.rr.com 
 
TREASURER  
1st Lt Bob Cochran USA (Fmr)..…………..…677-2606 
boblo15@msn.com  
 
ASSISTANT TREASURER 
D. Kay Benson (Aux).…………………...….… 938-3030  
mamby45@hotmail.com 
 
DIRECTOR 
LT Dave Floyd, USN (Fmr)... ……….………...334-7797  
DavidFloyd2012@yahoo.com 
 
DIRECTOR 
Doris Glass (Aux)…………………………....….642-0497 
Luncheon Reservation Coordinator 
dobygl@juno.com 
 
DIRECTOR 
CAPT Frank Kepley, USN (Ret) ………  ……..642-0801 
Public Affairs Officer  
Legislative Affairs 
Publisher/Editor Officers Call Newsletter 
dkepley@tampabay.rr.com 
 
DIRECTOR 
Jane Foppe (Aux) ……………………….….....541-2618 
ljcfoppe@aol.com 
Surviving Spouse Liaison 
 
PAST PRESIDENT 
LTC Charles Conover, USA (Ret)…..….…......260-3257 
charlierconover@gmail.com 
 
PERSONNEL OFFICER 
CDR Ed Socha, USN (Ret) …………...……. .634-4957 
Personnel Affairs 
Proofreader (newsletter) 
ejsfalcon1@frontier.com 
 
JROTC  Coordinator 
Lt Col James Warchol, USAF (Ret)………..…633-1063 
wjammer39@gmail.com 
 
CHAPLAIN 
Assistant Personal Affairs  
Lt Col Samuel Rorer, USAF (Ret)…..………. 260-3882 
srorer@hotmail.com 
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David J. Gauthier 

Certified Public Accountant—Sun City Accounting 

Sun City Center, Florida 33573 

 

(813) 634-9500 
(813)642-8112-Fax 

 

   Income Tax Preparation 

                   Corporate and Business Taxes 

 Accounting and Bookkeeping 

Financial and Investment Planning 

Planning for Freedom Plaza Entrance Fees  
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SUN CITY CENTER  
1653 Sun City Center Plaza  
Sun City Center, FL 33573  

P: 813-633-7333  
F: 813-633-61-20  

SARASOTA  
6371 Business Boulevard  

Suite 200  
Sarasota, Florida 31-21-0  

    P: 800-330-4248  
tpayant@payantwealthmanagementgroup.com 
WWW.PAYANTWEALTHMANAGEMENTGROUP.COM 

Securities and Insurance Services offered through SagePoint Financial, Inc.  
Member FINRA/SIPC. Investment Advisory Services offered through Payant Wealth Management  

Group, a registered investment advisor not affiliated with SagePoint Financial, Inc.  



 
 
 
 
 

. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Is this Santa Claus?’ A misprinted ad and a  
good-hearted colonel sparked NORAD’s  
Christmas tradition 

 
   When Col. Harry Shoup answered the 
hotline from the Pentagon in December 
1955, a small boy asked for Santa 
Claus.  What happened next started a 
beloved, six-decade plus tradition.  
   No one but a 4 star general was sup-
posed to have that number.   
   Shoup was at first upset thinking it 
was a prank, but when the boy began 
to cry, he switched gears and started 
asking the boy questions that Santa 

might ask, like had he been a good boy, etc.   
   He then talked to the boy’s Mother and she told him the 
number was in a Sears ad and it invited all children to call 
Santa day or night and he would talk to them.  And boy did 
they!  
   Shoup then called a radio station and told the on-air an-
nouncer that CONAD (predecessor to NORAD) had an uni-
dentified flying object on the radar that resembled a sleigh.    
The radio station then began calling him every hour and 
asking him for the location of Santa’s sleigh.   
   And the tradition was born and continues to this day. 
 

Trump signs the largest VA budget ever 
  

  
  President Donald Trump has signed 
the Department of Veterans Affairs 
fiscal 2019 budget into law , giving the 
department a funding boost of more 
than 6 percent and pushing the agen-
cy’s total spending over $200 billion 
for the first time. 

   The president finalized the bill at a ceremony held in the 
North Las Vegas VA Medical Center, surrounded by feder-
al officials and local veterans. He praised the massive 
spending measure as another promise kept by his admin-
istration. 
   “With this funding bill we have increased the VA’s budget 
to the largest ever,” he said. “We are delivering the re-
sources to implement crucial VA reforms.” 
   The bill includes $1.1 billion for the start of a VA electron-
ic health records overhaul and $400 million for opioid 
abuse prevention within the department, both efforts touted 
by Trump in the past. 
   The final deal also includes a $1.75 billion increase in 
money tied to the VA Mission Act, passed at the start of the 
summer. The legislation will rewrite the department’s com-
munity care programs, expanding veterans ability to access 
private health care at taxpayer expense. 
Editors note:  It is this last paragraph that is troubling as it 
appears to be heading toward increased privatization. See 
first article on next page. 
 

Navy SEAL taking reins as fleet master chief 
will be a first 
 
   NAPLES, Italy — A Navy SEAL will become a fleet mas-
ter chief for the first time in the service’s history this spring 
when Master Chief Petty Officer Derrick Walters takes the 
post at Naval Forces Europe and Africa.  
   Walters, now the force master chief for Naval Special 
Warfare headquarters in Coronado, Calif., will replace retir-
ing Master Chief Petty Officer Raymond Kemp, who has 
been fleet master chief since August 2016. 
   Walters initially struggled to pass the SEAL entry test 
because of his poor swimming skills on his first two at-
tempts at boot camp in Orlando, Fla., according to a Navy 
profile published in 2015. 

Publisher/Editor 

CAPT Frank Kepley, USN (Ret) 

We need your input about member activities associ-
ated with MOAA and articles of interest to the mili-
tary community.  Contact Frank at: 
dkepley@tampabay.rr.com  813-642-0801 

 

 

MOAA 
5 Star 

Newsletter 
   Communication 

Award 
2015 — 2017 

Sun City Center MOAA Website 

Don’t forget to visit our new  website.  The link to the 

website is: http://moaafl.org/chapters/SunCity/  You 

will find much membership information, photos, cal-

endar of events, past newsletters and more. If you 

would like to suggest topics for inclusion contact Jim 

Haney at jhhaney1@gmail.com 
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LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS 

Frank Kepley, CAPT USN (Ret) 

 
 
 

Wilkie Urged to Heed Vet Groups Over Access to 
Community Care 
MOAA Newsletter  (see more MOAA legislative goals pg 7) 

 
   At a joint hearing of the House and Senate 
veterans' affairs committees, VA Secretary 
Robert Wilkie reported on his department's 
progress implementing the VA Mission Act.   
The facts he shared left many lawmakers con-

cerned that deadlines set only six months ago, particularly for care-
giver benefit expansion, might not be met because of the VA's ag-
ing computer systems.    
   More disturbing  to Democrats on both committees is the pro-
spect that the VA and the White House will ignore warnings of vet-
eran groups and adopt liberal access standards for the community 
care portion of the bill. This would allow Trump, in his State of the  
Union Address next month, to claim again that the law bestows 
unfettered access to private-sector care on any veteran who quali-
fies for VA care and is dissatisfied with its timeliness or conven-
ience. 
   Democrats at the hearing warned that if the VA embraces the 
vision Trump espouses, it will drive the cost of VA-run community 
care programs so high as to put VA medical centers and clinics at 
risk. In effect, it would achieve what advocates for privatizing VA 
health care have sought for years. 
   The money would have to be diverted from essential VA care and 
staffing to pay for private-sector physicians and community care 
facilities. “To make matters worse,” Sen. Jon Tester of Montana, 
ranking Democrat on the Senate Veterans' Affairs Committee, said 
“VA officials have offered only vague verbal descriptions of the vari-
ous sets of potential access standards under consideration. “We 
need to know what you're doing, Mr. Secretary, and how much it's 
going to cost.” Because “if you move further down this path, gutting 
the VA health care system for those veterans who want and need 
to use it, you'll end up bringing down the whole boat. And you're 
going to spend a whole lot of time and money sending veterans 
into community for care, that is less timely and not as high in quali-
ty, that's a bad deal for our taxpayers [and] our veterans.” 
 

TRICARE fees and cost shares are once again in 
the crosshairs 
You will not believe what the CBO is planning to do with the TFL 
costs for beneficiaries.  Here is what they are planning.  
MOAA newsletter 

 
TRICARE for Life (TFL) 
   There are several options put forward by 
the CBO which would result in increased 
costs for TFL beneficiaries. Specifically, with 
either requiring an enrollment fee for TFL, or 

requiring beneficiaries to pay out of pocket cost shares - or 
both.  Their objective is to reduce spending for Medicare and TFL 
by both increasing revenue and providing incentives for beneficiar-
ies to use their TFL benefit less, or to even switch to a commercial 
Medicare supplement.  

Key CBO recommendations: 
   An annual enrollment fee of $485 for individual coverage and 
$970 for family coverage could start in calendar year 2021. The 
cost savings estimate from this would be $12 billion between 2021 
and 2028 and savings are projected to increase by about 5 per-
cent, mainly by indexing this enrollment fee to Medicare cost 
growth. 
   Introducing minimum out-of-pocket requirements starting in 
2022.  In this proposal, TFL would not cover any of the first $750 of 
an enrollee's cost-sharing payments under Medicare and would 
cover only 50 percent of the next $6,750.  Essentially, TFL benefi-
ciaries would pay a maximum of $4,125.  In anticipation of TFL 
beneficiaries returning to the military treatment facilities (MTFs) to 
avoid these cost shares, the MTFs would be required to charge the 
same amount as civilian facilities would. 
Editor’s note:  What ever happened to the medical care we were all 
promised when we entered the service?  It is disappearing at a 
rapid rate.  MOAA will no doubt fight this tooth and nail and it is up 
to us to assist them by contacting our representatives.  This plan 
really makes the hair on the back of my neck stand straight up.  
Talk about broken promises, this takes the proverbial cake.  The 
CBO will provide free health care for illegal aliens but it kills them to 
fund  health care our retired warriors.  #obscene. 

 
Court rules VA must pay disability benefits to ‘blue 
water’ Vietnam veterans 

  
   A federal court ruled Tuesday that the 
Department of Veterans Affairs cannot de-
ny disability benefits to thousands of Vi-
etnam veterans who claim exposure to 
cancer-causing chemical defoliants simply 
because those vets served in the waters off 
the country’s coastline, and not inland. 

   The ruling marks a major victory for so-called “blue water” Navy 
veterans who have fought the department for years over the deni-
als. VA officials have said the existing scientific evidence doesn’t 
justify the presumption of toxic exposure for the group and have 
strongly opposed legislative efforts to overturn their decision. 
   Under current department rules, the blue water veterans can re-
ceive medical care for their illnesses through VA. But to receive 
disability benefits — worth up to several thousand dollars a month 
— they must prove that their ailments are directly connected to 
toxic exposure while on duty. 
That’s not the case for other Vietnam veterans, who are presumed 
to have been exposed to Agent Orange and other defoliants known 
to cause serious and rare cancers. 
   But the 9-2 decision by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal 
Circuit overturns past court opinions backing up VA, saying that 
Congress never intended to exclude servicemembers in the seas 
around Vietnam when they awarded presumptive benefits for cer-
tain illnesses related to Agent Orange exposure. 
   If VA officials opt not to appeal the decision to the Supreme Court 
in the next 90 days — or if the court decides not to hear the case — 
the result means that up to 90,000 blue water veterans could see 
disability payouts as early as this year. 
   In a statement, VA spokesman Curt Cashour said the depart-
ment is reviewing this decision and “will determine an appropriate 
response.” 
Editor’s note:  Wow!!  This is really  big news.  Of course the VA will 
continue to fight this decision so implementing it will probably take 
time.  I suspect a notable dragging of feet will ensue. 
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2019 MOAA TOP LEGISLATIVE GOALS 
MOAA Newsletter 
 

The Goal: Protect military and veteran family support  
programs and policies. 
 
Background: Congress and DoD recognize military and 
veteran family quality of life is critical to recruiting and re-
taining the all-volunteer force. Often, support programs for 
military and veteran families are the first to be cut when 
government funds become tight. 
 
MOAA's Stance: It is necessary to update family support 
programs and policies to reflect the needs of today's mili-
tary families. Spouse employment, children's education, 
special needs, commissaries and exchanges, and morale, 
welfare, and recreation (MWR) programs are essential to-
day. Adequate, affordable, and safe housing remains a 
concern for all military families, especially those in high-
cost areas where options are limited. 
 
Actions: Educate members of Congress and their staffers 
on the importance of military family readiness and issues 
affecting military and veteran families. Protect program-
ming and subsidies essential to MWR and family readi-
ness. Eliminate health and safety hazards in military base 
housing. Decrease military spouse unemployment and un-
deremployment. Ensure quality of life and health of military 
and veteran families.     

 
[TAKE ACTION: Be Cautious with Compensation Reform] 
 

More key goals: 
Ensure any TRICARE reform sustains access to top-quality care. 

Prevent disproportional TRICARE fee increases 

Sustain military pay comparability with the private sector. 

Stop erosion of compensation and non-pay quality-of-life bene-
fits. 

End financial penalties for military survivors. 

End concurrent receipt penalties for military retirees. 

Achieve equity of benefits for Guard and Reserve members with 
their active duty counterparts. 

Strengthen DoD-VA collaboration and services to support 
wounded warriors and an expanding population of women vet-
erans. 

Ensure timely access to service-earned VA benefits. 
 

New in 2019: Advocates hope to reignite  
debate over long-term effects of burn pits 

  

   Toxic exposure from combat burn pits 
in Iraq and Afghanistan isn’t a new topic, 
but veterans advocates hope it will get 
new attention in 2019. 

   Several groups — most prominently, 
Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of Ameri-

ca — in recent months have been pushing the issue back 
into the public spotlight, in hopes of spurring more public 
policy reaction from lawmakers. 

   The hope is that Congress and Veterans Affairs officials 
can move more quickly on research and support services 

before another generation of former military personnel 
starts showing grave health effects from the chemical poi-
soning. 

   In fact, much of 2018’s veterans policy on Capitol Hill 
revolved around Vietnam veterans’ exposure to the chemi-
cal defoliant Agent Orange during that conflict.  Decades 
later, the substance has been linked to numerous rare can-
cers and other detrimental health effects, and veterans 
groups are still lobbying VA to expand their illness defini-
tions to expand veteran benefits. 

   Younger veterans see comparisons in that fight with the 
burn pits. The trash fires — some small, short-time dispos-
al areas, others massive waste burns fueled by gasoline — 
often contained a mix of different dangerous chemical 
fumes. 

   But because the size and composition varied from base 
to base, collecting hard scientific evidence on the adverse 
health effects has been difficult. 

   Advocates have pushed for expanded research and bet-
ter tracking tools for veterans exposed to the fires. Law-
makers have been sympathetic but also slow to action on 
the issue. 

Editor’s note:  This seems like a no-brainer. They have 
stopped using burn pits.  I wonder why. 

 

VA could weather a government shutdown 
better than most other departments 

  

   WASHINGTON — The Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs won’t be 
hurt as much as many federal 
agencies during the partial govern-
ment shutdown, but officials are 

warning there still will be some disruptions for veterans.  

   About 4 percent of the department’s workforce — nearly 
16,000 workers — would be subject to furloughs during a 
shutdown, with almost half of that total coming from the 
Veterans Benefits Administration. Checks would continue 
to be sent to veterans eligible for VA payouts, but educa-
tion benefits assistance programs and case appeals work 
would be temporarily shuttered.  

   Following a past closure, veterans groups convinced law-
makers to offer advance appropriations for most VA offices 
to ensure that veterans health and benefits programs were 
not disrupted by future political infighting.  

   As a result, most of the department’s 377,000-plus em-
ployees have not been affected by the partial shutdown. 
VA officials said only a small number of Veterans Health 
Administration workers have been temporarily sent home, 
and none of them deal directly with patient care.  

   Some transition assistance programs have been shut-
tered during the shutdown, as have non-essential call cen-
ters. But the department’s suicide prevention hotline will 
remain operational.  
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JOIN TODAY 

Not a member of MOAA? When you join MOAA, you 

become part of the strongest advocate for our mili-

tary's personnel and their families. The stronger our 

membership is, the stronger our voice becomes. 

Consider joining today because every voice counts.  

http://takeaction.moaa.org/app/write-a-letter?6&engagementId=350533
https://www.moaa.org/Content/Publications-and-Media/News-Articles/2018-News-Articles/Advocacy/MOAA-s-2019-Key-Goals--Ensure-TRICARE-Reforms-Retain-Top-Care.aspx
https://www.moaa.org/Content/Publications-and-Media/News-Articles/2018-News-Articles/Advocacy/MOAA-s-2019-Key-Goals--Don-t-Let-TRICARE-for-Life-Become-a-Target.aspx
https://www.moaa.org/Content/Publications-and-Media/News-Articles/2018-News-Articles/Advocacy/MOAA-s-2019-Key-Goals--Keep-Pace-with-Private-Sector-Pay.aspx
https://www.moaa.org/Content/Publications-and-Media/News-Articles/2018-News-Articles/Advocacy/MOAA-s-2019-Key-Goals--Protect-Military-Quality-of-Life-Benefits.aspx
https://www.moaa.org/Content/Publications-and-Media/News-Articles/2018-News-Articles/Advocacy/MOAA-s-2019-Key-Goals--Protect-Military-Quality-of-Life-Benefits.aspx
https://www.moaa.org/Content/Publications-and-Media/News-Articles/2018-News-Articles/Advocacy/MOAA-s-2019-Key-Goals--End-the-Widows-Tax.aspx
https://www.moaa.org/Content/Publications-and-Media/News-Articles/2018-News-Articles/Advocacy/MOAA-s-2019-Key-Goals--Full-Concurrent-Receipt-for-Military-Retirees.aspx
https://www.moaa.org/Content/Publications-and-Media/News-Articles/2018-News-Articles/Advocacy/MOAA-s-2019-Key-Goals--Benefit-Equity-for-Guard,-Reserve,-and-Active-Duty-Members.aspx
https://www.moaa.org/Content/Publications-and-Media/News-Articles/2018-News-Articles/Advocacy/MOAA-s-2019-Key-Goals--Benefit-Equity-for-Guard,-Reserve,-and-Active-Duty-Members.aspx
https://www.moaa.org/Content/Publications-and-Media/News-Articles/2018-News-Articles/Advocacy/MOAA-s-2019-Key-Goals--More-Support-for-Wounded-Warriors,-Women-Veterans.aspx
https://www.moaa.org/Content/Publications-and-Media/News-Articles/2018-News-Articles/Advocacy/MOAA-s-2019-Key-Goals--More-Support-for-Wounded-Warriors,-Women-Veterans.aspx
https://www.moaa.org/Content/Publications-and-Media/News-Articles/2018-News-Articles/Advocacy/MOAA-s-2019-Key-Goals--More-Support-for-Wounded-Warriors,-Women-Veterans.aspx
https://www.moaa.org/Content/Publications-and-Media/News-Articles/2018-News-Articles/Advocacy/MOAA-s-2019-Key-Goals--Protect-Access-to-Earned-VA-Benefits.aspx


Historic prison reform passes in the Senate  
 
    In an 87-12 vote, the Senate passed 
“the most sweeping prison reform bill in 
years,” as Stephen Dinan of The Wash-
ington Times describes it. Once the up-
dated bill is approved by the House—
which passed an earlier version of the 
legislation in May—it will go to President 

Trump’s desk for his signature. 
   The First Step Act is a landmark bipartisan win for our 
country. It draws on the success of prison reform efforts in 
conservative states such as Texas and Georgia, aiming to 
make our communities safer by making our justice system 
fairer. More inmates will soon be able to gain job skills, re-
ceive drug treatment, and participate in faith-based pro-
grams. As a result, they’ll be more likely to return to society 
as productive citizens rather than repeat criminal offenders. 
  “By pushing the FIRST STEP Act over its final major hur-
dle, the president has upheld yet another promise to the 
American people,” writes Dr. Alveda King, the niece of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 

McAfee: Cryptomining and IoT malware both 
rose over 70% in Q3 2018 
  

   Cybersecurity firm McAfee said 
that the cybercriminal underworld is 
generating 480 new threats per mi-
nute. That’s one of the details in the 
new McAfee Labs Threats Report: 
December 2018. 
   Internet of things (IoT) malware 

and cryptocurrency mining malware were both up more 
than 70% in the third quarter, according to the cybersecuri-
ty firm McAfee, as cybercriminals devise ways to better 
evade law enforcement. "As long as ransoms are paid and 
relatively easy attacks, such as phishing campaigns, are 
successful, bad actors will continue to use these tech-
niques," said Christiaan Beek of McAfee. 

 
Class-action suit could aid more than 50,000 
veterans of Iraq, Afghanistan wars 

  
   Through the efforts of a Yale Law 
School clinic, more than 50,000 U.S. 
Army veterans of Iraq and Afghanistan 
are part of a newly certified class-action 
lawsuit that challenges the less than 
honorable discharges they received. 

   A federal judge certified the suit for those veterans who 
developed post-traumatic stress disorder, traumatic brain 
injury or other mental health conditions in the service and 
subsequently were pushed out for infractions that could be 
attributable to undiagnosed mental health problems stem-
ming from their military service. 
   Since September 2001, more than 2 million Americans 
have served in either Iraq or Afghanistan. 
   Nearly a third of them suffer from PTSD and related men-
tal health conditions, but the military continues to issue less
-than-honorable (“bad paper”) discharges at historically 
high rates, often for minor infractions, the suit states. 
   Such characterizations often impose a lifetime of stigma, 
impair veterans’ employment prospects, and deny veterans 

access to critical government services such as the GI bill, 
disability benefits and mental health treatment. 
   Although the Army Discharge Review Board promises 
these veterans a path to correct unjustly harsh discharges, 
the ADRB frequently denies claims in defiance of recent 
Department of Defense policies intended to ease this pro-
cess for veterans with service-connected PTSD and relat-
ed conditions, according to the plaintiffs.  
Editor’s note:  Maybe the lawsuit will stimulate the ADRB to 
do the right thing.  Maybe. 
 
 

The IRS wants help scouring social media for 
clues on tax cheats 

  
   WASHINGTON (Tribune News Ser-
vice) — Entrepreneurs who cheat on 
taxes with online stores, beware: The 
Internal Revenue Service is looking for 
new ways to catch suspected cheats 
using social media. 

   The IRS wants a tool to help it check public social media 
feeds and websites for details on people already suspected 
of not complying with the tax code, the agency said in a 
request for information from vendors. 
   Social media could provide investigators with a trove of 
data, showing where taxpayers live, what they drive and 
what they’re selling online. That data could be useful to the 
IRS as it tries to catch people cheating on their taxes — if 
the agency can figure out how to collect and use it without 
running afoul of its internal rules. 
   The IRS said it doesn’t want to comb through every tax-
payer’s social media — just those they’re already investi-
gating, according to the request for information. 
Editor’s note:  And so it has come to this.  Leaves me 
somewhat speechless. 
 

Something We Can Agree On: Close Some 
Overseas Bases 
Defense One 
 

   A group of national security experts 
from left, right, and center says cut-
ting some of America’s 800 far-flung 
outposts will save money and make 
us safer.  
   This moment, after the midterm 
elections and before the partisan 

wars get fully back into gear, is the right time to take note 
of efforts to reach across America’s political divide. In an 
open letter going to Congress and the administration, a 
group of military analysts from across the ideological spec-
trum came together to argue for closing U.S. military bases 
overseas. The group, which calls itself the Overseas Bases 
Realignment and Closure Coalition, or OBRACC, finds 
agreement from the right, left, and center that doing so 
would be an important step toward making the United 
States and the world safer and more prosperous. 
   These objectives, OBRACC says, are exactly what’s 
needed. The strategy of maintaining U.S. military domi-
nance with a network of about 800 military bases spread 
across the globe has left us seriously overstretched. It has 
diverted our resources from our domestic needs, as well as 
from constructive, non-military forms of gloal engagement. 
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Marine aviation bonus ‘take rates’ are high, but  
pilot shortage likely to linger into 2023 

  
   A recent government report said that 
the Navy and Corps’ pilot shortage likely 
will  carry into 2023. 
   This is despite recent steps taken by 
the services to stop the bleeding, like 
generous bonuses dished out by the 
Corps over the past few years. 

   Fiscal year 2018 was the first time the Corps started dolling out 
aviation bonuses since 2011. 
   The ‘take rate,’ or percentage of eligible pilots that accepted 
those bonuses, was roughly 78 percent, according to Maj. Craig 
Thomas, a spokesman for Manpower and Reserve Affairs. 
   The Corps rolled out bonuses for fiscal 2019 as well, but says it 
is too early to crunch those numbers. 
   Much like the Air Force, the Navy and the Corps are losing pilots 
to highly competitive civilian airlines enticing military pilots with 
fatter paychecks. Other issues leading to the drain of the military’s 
experienced pilots include morale and family issues, and insuffi-
cient flight time. 
   The Government Accountability Office, or GAO, found that the 
Corps’ shortfall of fighter pilots quadrupled from 6 percent to 24 
percent from 2006 to 2017. The Navy experienced a similar glut, 
seeing a “shortage of first operational tour fighter pilots more than 
doubled from 12 percent in fiscal year 2013 to 26 percent in fiscal 
year 2017,” the report stated. 
   “Service officials attributed the pilot shortages to reduced training 
opportunities and increased attrition due to career dissatisfaction, 
among other factors,” the report reads. 
 

Space Force will have seat on Joint Chiefs, not 
full independence; costs TBD 

 
   The Air Force has eked out a victory in 
the Pentagon’s latest proposal for a Space 
Force. While many in the Air Force would 
prefer to keep their current preeminent role 
in space operations and not create a new 
service at all, the current plan — to be sub-

mitted by year’s end for inclusion in the 2020 budget request — 
keeps the Space Force under the Air Force Department, rather 
than making it fully independent. 
   The plan calls for the force to be led by a chief of staff who would 
also serve on the Joint Chiefs of Staff, giving space operations a 
major seat at the table in strategic deliberations by the powerful 
chiefs.   

 
No dismissal in court-martial of USS Fitzgerald 
commander 

 
   A military judge has ruled that state-
ments by the Navy’s top two officers about 
a deadly 2017 destroyer collision constitut-
ed apparent unlawful command influence, 
but not enough to merit a dismissal of the 
case. 

   The court-martial of Cmdr. Bryce Benson, the USS Fitzgerald’s 
former commanding officer, will proceed. 
   Seven sailors were killed June 17, 2017, when the Fitzgerald 
and a commercial vessel, the ACX Crystal, collided in the dark of 
night in busy waters off the coast of Japan. Benson is accused of 
two counts of dereliction of duty through neglect and improper 

hazarding a vessel through negligence. A further charge of negli-
gent homicide has been dropped. 
   In a ruling the judge, Capt. J.T. Stephens, found that the chief 
and vice chief of naval operations have stated on multiple occa-
sions that as commanding officer, Benson was responsible for — 
or guilty of negligence —- in the collision, and those statements 
“ignored the accused’s presumption of innocence.” 
   But the judge found the statements did not impact a decision by 
a consolidated disposition authority in January to charge Benson. 
The judge denied a motion by the defense to dismiss the case, 
saying “dismissal of the charges is not yet necessary to remove 
the taint of apparent unlawful command influence.” 
   The judge chastised the CNO and VCNO, saying they knew 
better.  
 

Russia says its new weapon is 27 times faster 
than the speed of sound 
  

   MOSCOW — Russia’s new strate-
gic weapon has rendered any mis-
sile defenses useless at a small frac-
tion of their cost, officials said Thurs-
day. 
   The Avangard hypersonic glide 
vehicle flies 27 times faster than the 

speed of sound, making it impossible to intercept, Deputy Prime 
Minister Yuri Borisov told Russian state television. 
   The new weapon “essentially makes missile defenses useless,” 
he said. 
   In the test, the weapon was launched from the Dombarovskiy 
missile base in the southern Ural Mountains. The Kremlin said it 
successfully hit a practice target on the Kura shooting range on 
Kamchatka, 3,700 miles away. 
   Putin said the Avangard will enter service with the Russian Stra-
tegic Missile Forces next year. 
   The test comes amid bitter tensions in Russia-U.S. relations, 
which have been strained over the Ukrainian crisis, the war in 
Syria and the allegations of Moscow’s meddling in the 2016 U.S. 
presidential election. 
   Sergei Ivanov, a former Russian defense minister, said in tele-
vised comments that the Avangard constantly changes its course 
and altitude as it flies through the atmosphere. 
   He emphasized that unlike previous nuclear warheads fitted to 
intercontinental ballistic missiles that follow a predictable trajectory 
allowing it to calculate the spot where they can be intercepted, the 
Avangard chaotically zigzags on its path to its target, making it 
impossible to predict the weapon’s location. 
 

Terrorist behind 2000 destroyer Cole bombing 
killed in airstrike 
 

   A terrorist the U.S. believes helped or-
chestrate the deadly October 2000 
bombing of the USS Cole was reportedly 
killed in a U.S. airstrike in Yemen, a U.S. 
administration official said. 
Jamel Ahmed Mohammed Ali Al-Badawi, 
a longtime al-Qaida operative who was 

on the FBI’s list of most wanted terrorists, was driving alone in a 
vehicle at the time of the strike, the official said. 
   Officials told CNN that the airstrike occurred in Yemen’s Ma’rib 
Governorate, and came as the result of a combined effort by U.S. 
military and intelligence agencies. 
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Beer and wine sales gaining steam in  
commissaries 

  
   Sales of beer and wine in commis-
saries are picking up, said a source 
close to industry — even with the 
limited selection and limited number 
of stores selling it. 
   Through Dec. 1, beer and wine 

sales had exceeded $375,000 for the 12 pilot stores in the 
continental U.S., said Air Force Lt. Col. Carla Gleason, a 
spokeswoman for the Defense Department. That breaks 
out to $183,000 in beer sales and $192,000 in wine sales, 
she said. Those stores began selling beer and wine in late 
July. 
   Gleason said there is no schedule for rolling out beer and 
wine sales to the remainder of the commissaries within the 
Defense Commissary Agency, as commissary and ex-
change officials gather and analyze the factors related to 
the sales.  
   “Once that analysis is complete, military resale will make 
its recommendation to DoD leadership, and DoD will de-
cide any future expansion,” Gleason said. 
   However, two sources said industry is preparing for the 
expansion, and beer and wine should be available in virtu-
ally all commissaries by the end of 2019. 
 

Here’s how veterans have saved at least $4 
million shopping at the online exchange 

 
   Veterans have spent more than 
$60 million at their online military 
exchange since the new benefit was 
launched more than a year ago, 
officials said. 
   The new veteran benefit was ap-
proved by the Defense Department 
in 2017 — for online shopping only 

The ShopMyExchange.com site operated by the Army and 
Air Force Exchange Service (AAFES) have increased by 
more than 12 percent compared to the same period last 
year, said AAFES spokesman Chris Ward.  
   Veterans can also shop at www.mynavyexchange.com 
and www.shopcgx.com.  
   Any veteran can shop at any of the online stores, regard-
less of their branch of service. 
AAFES “is highly encouraged by the response from author-
ized veteran shoppers,” Ward said. 
   And since the new benefit was launched, veterans have 
saved more than $4 million in sales taxes alone with their 
purchases at the AAFES site, where online shopping re-
mains tax free, Ward said.  
   “Increased online sales are playing a role in overall earn-
ings increases at the Army and Air Force Exchange Ser-
vice,” Ward said. 
Editors note:  I have inserted links above to three of the 
exchanges.  Just click on them to get to the sites. 
 

Veterans concerned about Wilkie’s plans for 
the Mission Act 
 
   VA Secretary Wilkie testified Dec.19 before a joint hear-
ing of the House and Senate VA committees about the VA 

Mission Act, a law to create new standards 
for when veterans can go outside of the VA 
and into the private sector for their health 
care.  Secretary, Wilkie is leading the effort 
to implement the law by June. 

   Some lawmakers and veterans organizations criticized 
him for his lack of transparency about the rules that he was 
considering in regards to private-sector care and for not 
taking their opinions into account. 
   Mark Takano, chairman of the House Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs, acknowledges the necessity of  
allowing some private-sector care for veterans while main-
taining a robust VA medical system. But like other lawmak-
ers and veterans organizations, he’s weary of the Mission 
Act being used to outsource veterans’ health care too 
much into the private sector. 
   “It’s the not knowing and lack of consultations which is 
concerning,” Takano said. “The Mission Act, the Demo-
crats voted for it in good faith. We at least hope the admin-
istration will implement it in good faith.” 
 

Stolen Valor 
 
   The penalty for wearing unauthorized 
medals of valor has increased from 6 
months to a maximum of one-year con-
finement along with forfeiture of pay 
and a bad-conduct discharge, the Army 

said. This includes wearing an unauthorized Medal of Hon-
or, Distinguished Service Cross, Silver Star, Purple Heart, 
or other valor device.  
   The maximum penalty for wearing any other unauthor-
ized medal is still six months. 
 

Government Shutdown: Some Allotment  
Payments Affected 
 
The partial government shutdown that began Dec. 22, 
2018, affected allotments used by some TRICARE patients 
to pay enrollment fees and dental premiums. TRICARE 
isn't able to process these payments made through the 
U.S. Coast Guard pay center. However, TRICARE will con-
tinue to cover patients.  

To read full article click here  
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LUNCHEON 
Wednesday Mar. 6th,  2019 

♦Call 642-0497♦ 
Florida Room, Atrium 

North Campus SCC 
Reservations no later than 6 p.m. 

Sunday,  Mar. 3rd, 2019 
Please give full names of members and guests, total num-
ber attending.  Cost is $15.00  payable at the door in cash 
or check.  Social hour begins at 11:00 a.m.  Business 
meeting at 11:15 followed by lunch and a speaker.  
Remember, if you make a reservation and do not attend, 
you are expected to pay.   Bring payment to next meeting 
or send check to: 

Military Officers Association of America  
Post Office Box 5693 
Sun City Center, FL  33571-5693 

https://www.shopmyexchange.com/
http://www.mynavyexchange.com
http://www.shopcgx.com
https://tricare.mil/CoveredServices/BenefitUpdates/Archives/01_14_19_Government_Shutdown_Some_Allotment_Payments_Affected
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Russia Begins Testing Nuclear Weapon That 
Can Travel Underwater And 'Nothing' Can 
Stop It, Report Says 

  
   Moscow has reportedly begun testing 
an underwater nuclear weapon that 
has been touted as invincible by Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin.  
   The Poseidon's true power has never 

been revealed, but rumors of its existence have swirled 
among defense circles for years. In September 2015,  The 
Washington Free Beacon cited Pentagon sources as say-
ing Russia was developing submarines armed with 
"Kanyon" nuclear-capable drones dubbed "city busters," 
with "tens" of megaton explosive power and capable of 
traveling long distances at high speeds. Two months later, 
Russian state media outlet NTV showed blueprints of a 
nuclear-capable underwater drone, titled "Status-6 Oceanic 
Multipurpose System," while covering a meeting of officials. 
   Putin revealed the drone's existence during his State of 
the Nation address in March, along with an arsenal of other 
advanced weapons said capable of thwarting even the 
most modern defense systems—and many of which were 
capable of being fitted with nuclear warheads. At the time, 
he said that Russia had completed its development of "an 
innovative nuclear power unit" 100 times smaller than ex-
isting submarine reactors, but still more powerful and capa-
ble of hitting its maximum capacity 200 times faster, while 
carrying "massive nuclear ordnance." 
   They are quiet, highly maneuverable and have hardly 
any vulnerabilities for the enemy to exploit. There is simply 
nothing in the world capable of withstanding them."  
 

Navy Likely to Be First Service to Field Laser 
Weapons, Expert Says 

  
   If one service has made sufficient 
progress to use laser weapons in its 
arsenal in the next few years, it's the 
U.S. Navy, according to the former 
director of the Missile Defense Agen-
cy. 
   "The Navy right now is the most 

forward-leaning because they're the only service that has 
actually fielded an operational prototype weapon, the Laser 
Weapon System that they put on the USS Ponce," said 
Trey Obering, an executive vice president at consulting 
firm Booz Allen Hamilton who leads the directed energy 
innovation team. 
   Military.com spoke with Obering, a former Air Force lieu-
tenant general, fighter pilot and NASA space shuttle engi-
neer, in the midst of this week's Directed Energy Summit 
hosted by Booz Allen Hamilton and the Center for Strategic 
and Budgetary Assessments. 
   Obering recognized that each of the services operates in 
very different environments, which affect range and power 
levels. While the Army, "a close second to the Navy," he 
said, is looking to get directed-energy weapons on its 
Stryker vehicles, the Air Force has hit some speed bumps. 
   "For the Air Force, the challenge is size, weight and pow-
er," Obering said. "They need to be able to use them in 
either pods under the wings, or on unmanned drones."  
   The difficulty will be to get enough power for the size of 
the weapon should it be mounted to the aircraft. 

Chinese Navy ship seen carrying an apparent 
railgun capable of firing hypersonic  
projectiles 

     A Chinese naval warship has been pictured out at sea 
carrying what appears to be an electromagnetic railgun. 
   A photo taken and posted by Weibo user (and prominent 
defense blogger) Haohan-Red Shark, purports to show the 
Type 072II Yuting-class tank landing ship Haiyangshan 
with a railgun mounted on its bow.  
   Compared to conventional artillery that uses gunpowder 
or cordite to fire projectiles — a practice that has been in 
wide use since the 1500s — a railgun uses a high-powered 
electric circuit to shoot a projectile along magnetic rails, 
firing at hypersonic speeds of Mach 5 or higher (five times 
the speed of sound). 
   While the US has been pursuing its railgun capability 
since 2005, China has seemingly taken the front foot, with 
anonymous sources confirming the existence of the weap-
on in 2011 to CNBC.  
Editor’s note:  Mach 5 --- are you kidding me?? 
 

‘We’ll see how frightened America is’ —  
Chinese admiral says sinking US carriers key 
to dominating South China Sea 
 
   Another Beijing official has sounded off about the com-
munist nation’s perceived dominance of the South China 
Sea region, this time coming as an alarming threat of in-
flicting mass casualties on the U.S. Navy. 
   During a Dec. 20 speech to the 2018 Military Industry List 
summit, China’s Rear Adm. Luo Yuan, the deputy head of 
the Chinese Academy of Military Sciences, added fuel to 
the South China Sea fire when he stated the key for Chi-
nese domination in those hotly contested waters could lie 
in the sinking of two U.S. aircraft carriers, according to a 
report by Australia’s news.com. 
   "What the United States fears the most is taking casual-
ties,” the admiral said, before adding that such an attack on 
two of the U.S. Navy’s steel behemoths would claim up-
wards of 10,000 lives. 
   Luo went on to call America’s military, money, talent, vot-
ing system and fear of adversaries the five U.S. weakness-
es that can be easily exploited, according to the report. 
   "We’ll see how frightened America is,” he said. 
Editor’s note:  As the old saying goes ‘be careful what you 
ask for.’ 



 
 

Military grant helping UA researchers develop 
better ways to regrow damaged bones 
  

   University of Arizona researchers 
have been awarded a $2 million 
grant to perfect their bone-regrowth 
technology using a combination of 
3D printing and adult stem cells that 
one day may help wounded soldiers. 
   The five-year grant, issued by the 

Department of Defense to UA professor of orthopedic sur-
gery and biomedical engineer John Szivek and his team, 
will be used to study ways to quickly regenerate long seg-
ments of missing bone and how exercise affects the speed 
of recovery. 
   The DoD is particularly interested in developing the tech-
nology to treat wounded military personnel, but the technol-
ogy would ultimately be useful for a variety of injuries. 
   Currently, a common solution for bone-shattering injuries 
is to replace the missing segment with a support rod and 
cadaver bone.  
   The living bone connects to the cadaver bone at each 
end but doesn’t connect across it to create one long piece 
of living bone, which is necessary for healing. 
   “The DoD knows that this doesn’t work well,” Szivek said. 
The dead cadaver bone will begin to crack and eventually 
break. For active people, this method lasts only a couple of 
years. 
   “We’re trying to find a way to regrow that segment of 
bone using a person’s own living cells,” Szivek said. 
   To do so, he and his team designed and 3D-printed a 
piece of plastic scaffolding hollowed out with grooves and 
small cavities. The final product has a structure similar to a 
sponge. The team chose the shape to mimic the natural 
structure of bone. 
   The 3D-printed scaffolding shape can be customized to 
the specific needs of the patient, Margolis said. 
“We can even scan the other limb to get an idea and print 
the mirror image if we needed to.” 
Editor’s note:  This is a major advancement for bone re-
placement.  I have personally used cadaver bone in the 
jaws and the disadvantages and/ or limitations of that tech-
nique are considerable. 
 

Tricare to Stop Covering Some Vitamin  
Supplements 

 
   Starting Jan. 1, Tricare will stop cov-
ering certain vitamin supplements, in-
cluding some multivitamins, fluoride 
and iron, for roughly 25,000 beneficiar-
ies. 
   Those affected received letters at the 

end of November from Express Scripts, the company that 
manages Tricare's pharmacy benefit, notifying them that 
only vitamins that have been reviewed by the Food and 
Drug Administration through clinical trials are considered 
prescription medications and therefore eligible for cover-
age. 
   The supplements -- 389 varieties, according to Defense 
Health Agency spokesman Kevin Dwyer -- lost their 
"preferred drug" status because they have not been re-
viewed by the FDA to treat a condition and are available 
over the counter. 

   According to the letter, "the change isn't the result of any 
issues with the vitamins themselves." 
Affected beneficiaries simply will need to pay full price for 
these supplements if they want to continue taking them. 
 

Can medical marijuana for veterans move  
forward in 2019? 

  
   Rep. Lou Correa thinks 2019 could 
finally be the year that medical canna-
bis becomes legal for veterans nation-
wide. 
   Correa, who sits on the House Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committee, has been 
pushing legislation since last spring 

that would require the Department of Veterans Affairs to 
research whether medical marijuana may be a safe and 
effective treatment for post-traumatic stress, chronic pain 
and other war wounds. He plans on re-introducing the 
measure early in the next Congress. 
   The measure received strong Republican support in 
committee last year but stalled in the full House. Now, with 
Democrats taking control of the chamber, he sees an op-
portunity not just for an incremental legislative step for-
ward, but passage into law. 
   “I don’t see it as a partisan issue,” he said. “The bill last 
year had committee Chairman Phil Roe as a co-sponsor … 
Cannabis is one of those issues that more and more has 
taken a more bipartisan approach in recent years.” 
   In fact, multiple Republican House members have 
pushed for broader authorities for VA to study and veterans 
to use the drug for medicinal purposes. 
   But Trump administration officials — in particular, former 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions — have staunchly opposed 
the idea. 
   VA officials have said as long as the substance remains 
classified as illegal under federal law, they won’t move to 
broaden research or acceptance of it. 
   Currently, 31 states allow some use of marijuana for ther-
apeutic purposes. But under federal law, it remains classi-
fied as a Schedule 1 controlled substance, which places 
strict use and procurement guidelines on any medical test-
ing. 
Editor’s note:  With the advent of new stricter opioid poli-
cies, cannabis use will become more and more prevalent 
as a alternative pain reliever.  CBD oil, made from hemp 
but with only .3 % THC, which is the substance that pro-
duces the mind altering ‘high’, may be a better answer.  I 
am trying it for treatment of my hip pain and will report on 
its effectiveness, or lack thereof, in future newsletters.  It 
does not work for everybody but it appears to be rapidly 
gaining acceptance as a treatment for chronic pain. Alter-
native pain control measures must be found for people ex-
periencing intractable chronic pain. 
 

Study: AI discovers Alzheimer's prediagnosis  
 
  Researchers at the University of California at San Fran-
cisco discovered that an artificial intelligence algorithm can 
detect Alzheimer's in a patient's brain PET scans about six 
years prior to diagnosis. The algorithm, described in a radi-
ology journal, was trained to detect the differences in brain 
scans of patients who were later diagnosed with Alzhei-
mer's, mild cognitive impairment and no disease to detect 
how early signs could be picked up. 
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Nation’s oldest World War II vet dies at age 112 
  
   A family member says the nation’s oldest 
World War II veteran who was also be-
lieved to be oldest living man in the U.S. 
has died in Texas. 
   Richard Overton was 112. Shirley Over-
ton, whose husband was Richard’s 
cousin, says the Army veteran died at a 
rehab facility in Austin. 

   He had been recently hospitalized with pneumonia. 
   Overton was in his 30s when he volunteered for the Army and 
was at Pearl Harbor just after the Japanese attack in 1941. He 
once said that one secret to his long life was smoking cigars and 
drinking whiskey, which he often was found doing on the porch of 
his Austin home. 
   In 2013, he was honored by former President Barack Obama at 
a Veterans Day ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery. 
 

Whatever happened to brass bell salvaged from 
USS Merrimack? 

 
   NORFOLK, Va. — The brass bell — most 
of it, anyway — has survived the Battle of 
Hampton Roads, a Portsmouth church fire 
and the melting pot of a Baltimore foundry. 
   Now it's tucked away in a Civil War exhibit 
at the Hampton Roads Naval Museum. 

   The bell from the USS Merrimack-turned-CSS Virginia sits be-
hind plexiglass under a "Battle of Hampton Roads" sign, next to a 
cannonball from the same ship. 
   The Union's Merrimack, a first-in-class steam frigate, was built at 
Boston's Charlestown shipyard and launched in 1855. Six years 
later it was at Gosport Navy Yard in Portsmouth — what's now 
Norfolk Naval Shipyard — for repairs when the Confederacy ap-
proached. 
   In April 1861 the shipyard, along with the Merrimack and 10 oth-
er ships, was burned to avoid capture, according to Pilot archives. 
Virginia seceded from the Union five days later. 
   The Merrimack remained underwater for about a month before 
the Confederates salvaged its hull to build the ironclad CSS Virgin-
ia, Judge said. 
   The Virginia fought in the famed Battle of Hampton Roads before 
it was scuttled by its crew near Craney Island, he said. 
   Among the wreckage about a decade later the bell would be 
found, according to "Ironclad Down" by Carl D. Park.  
 

Ship owners to pay U.S. government for  
Fitzgerald collision 

  
   The owners of a massive merchant ves-
sel that collided with the warship Fitzgerald 
in 2017, drowning seven sailors, have 
agreed to pay the U.S. government nearly 
$27 million as part of a settlement agree-
ment. 

   The two-page deal, obtained by Navy Times, states that is it’s 
governed by Japanese law. 
Both the Fitzgerald and the Philippine-flagged ACX Crystal were 
transiting busy sea lanes off Japan before the 1:30 a.m. collision 
on June 17, 2017, when the container vessel struck the guided-
missile destroyer’s starboard side. 
   The agreement states that the owners, Olympic Steamship 
Company, S.A., Panama, will pay about 2.9 billion Japanese yen 

to the U.S. government to settle potential claims because of their 
role in the maritime disaster. 
   That translates to roughly $26.7 million. 
   In a November 2017 official account of the collision, a Navy re-
port states during the 30 minutes before the crash, “neither Fitzger-
ald nor Crystal took such action to reduce the risk of collision until 
approximately one minute prior to the collision.” 
   The merchant vessel was on autopilot “until just prior to impact,” 
the report states, and the Crystal did not sound at least five short 
blasts or make any attempt to hail the warship via radio. 
   “Prior to the collision, Crystal watchstanders came out of autopilot 
and initiated a turn to starboard, too late to have adequate effect,” 
the report states. “Audio recordings from Crystal’s Bridge reveal 
what is most likely the sound of a signal light being used to get 
FTZ’ attention just minutes before the collision. FTZ watchstanders 
did not recall seeing this  signal light.” 
   The unidentified second officer “failed to maintain a proper look-
out so as to make a full appraisal of the risk of collision” with the 
Fitzgerald, according to the report. 
   The skipper's defense attorneys take aim at both Chief of Naval 
Operations Adm. John Richardson and Vice Chief of Naval Opera-
tions Adm. Bill Moran for statements that blamed the commanding 
officer of the guided-missile destroyer for the deaths of seven sail-
ors.  
Editor’s note:  Isn’t that interesting. We have been led to believe 
that the crew of the Fitzgerald were primarily responsible for the 
collision.  The facts now made public by the Japanese point to 
significant errors made by the Crystal.   
 

Hundreds more active-duty troops may be sent to 
US-Mexico border 
  

   WASHINGTON — U.S. officials say 
the Pentagon is finalizing plans that 
would send hundreds of additional ac-
tive-duty troops to the U.S.-Mexico bor-
der for several more months to support 
the Department of Homeland Security.  

   The troops would install another 160 miles of concertina wire in 
Arizona and California. 
   Details are being worked out, but the plan likely would extend the 
military's border mission though the end of September. 
   The mission is separate from President Donald Trump’s cam-
paign to build a border wall but is designed to bolster security. 
     Officials said Friday the installation of the wire barrier is not ex-
pected to take long, so troops doing that would be finished long 
before September. 
   There currently are 2,350 active-duty troops assigned to the bor-
der mission, which was slated to end Jan. 31. 

 

Florida Council of Chapters Communiqué    

February  2019 Issue 

See what the other Chapters are doing. The Florida Coun-

cil of Chapter’s newsletter, the “Communiqué” can be ac-

cessed by clicking on the link below.  After you click the 

link and then click Allow, it may take a minute or so for the 

newsletter to pop up.  It is worth the wait.  

Apr2014.pdfhttp:www.moaafl.org/communique  

Editor—Polly Parks.   Send  articles and photos to:  

Pollly Parks pparks@igc.org    

http://www.moaafl.org/communique
mailto:pparks@igc.org


New in 2019: Growing the force — the road to 
386 squadrons 

  
   Air Force Secretary Heather Wilson 
this year laid out an ambitious plan for 
growing the Air Force’s operational 
squadrons by 24 percent as the ser-
vice prepares for a possible conflict 

with a major adversary. 
   In 2019, the Air Force will make the case to lawmakers 
for why it needs to hit 386 squadrons, which would be a 74-
squadron increase. 
   Wilson laid out the service’s “Air Force We Need” pro-
posal, in which she described what the service needs to 
fight a peer adversary and win — while still defending the 
homeland, providing a credible nuclear deterrent, counter-
ing a medium-sized rogue nation, and fighting violent ex-
tremists such as the Islamic State. 
   The growth would include seven new fighter squadrons, 
22 new command, control, intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance squadrons,14 new tanker squadrons, five 
new bomber squadrons, and nine new combat search and 
rescue squadrons. 
   It would also include seven new special operations 
squadrons, one new airlift squadron and two new remotely 
piloted aircraft squadrons. 
   But many details on what that squadron growth would 
look like remain to be determined. 
 

‘New Chapter’ in Space Exploration as China 
Reaches Far Side of the Moon 

 
   BEIJING — China reached a milestone 
in space exploration, landing a vehicle 
on the far side of the moon for the first 
time in history, the country’s space agen-
cy announced. 
   The landing of the probe, called 

Chang’e-4 after the moon goddess in Chinese mythology, 
is one in a coming series of missions that underscore the 
country’s ambitions to join — and even lead — the space 
race. 
   The mission “has opened a new chapter in humanity’s 
exploration of the moon,” the China National Space Admin-
istration said in an announcement on its website. The 
agency said the spacecraft landed at 10:26 a.m. Beijing 
time at its target on the far side of the moon. 
   The probe sent back to the earth the first close-up image 
of the moon’s far side using a relay satellite China calls 
“Queqiao,” or “Magpie Bridge,” the space agency said in a 
notice that included images it said were taken by the probe. 
   Although a latecomer by decades to space exploration, 
China is quickly catching up, experts say, and could chal-
lenge the United States for supremacy in artificial intelli-
gence, quantum computing and other fields. 
 

China mobilizes anti-ship missiles after Navy 
patrol in South China Sea 

 
   China has mobilized a missile de-
signed to target American warships fol-
lowing a patrol by a Navy destroyer 
through disputed waters in the South 
China Sea, according to a state-run 

broadcaster. 
    “China’s far-reaching, anti-ship ballistic missile the DF-
26 has been mobilized to Northwest China’s plateau and 
desert areas,” China’s Global Times newspaper reported 
Wednesday, citing China Central Television. 
   The mobilization followed a patrol by the guided-missile 
destroyer USS McCampbell near the Paracel Islands, 
which the newspaper said “trespassed into China’s territori-
al waters” in the South China Sea on Monday. 
   The missile, which experts have called the “Guam killer,” 
can strike targets 3,400 miles away, placing Andersen Air 
Force Base within range. 
 

Takano takes helm of VA committee, takes 
aim at three Mar-a-Lago members  
   

   Mark Takano, new chairman of the 
House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs  is 
considering an investigation into three 
members of Trump’s Mar-a-Lago club in 
Palm Beach, Fla., who were reported to 
have major influence over veterans poli-

cies. A ProPublica investigation from August 2018 revealed 
the trio of wealthy Mar-a-Lago members, none of whom 
have U.S. military experience, were effectively running the 
VA in secret.  
    Now-Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, the former ranking Dem-
ocrat on the House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, re-
quested documentation last year from VA Secretary Robert 
Wilkie to better understand the extent of influence wielded 
by three men — Marvel Entertainment Chairman Ike Perl-
mutter, lawyer Marc Sherman and Bruce Moskowitz, a 
Palm Beach doctor. 
   “This I view as a legitimate area because it involves a key 
policy point, which is the privatization of the VA, and the 
potential profiteering motives of people who are not ap-
pointed nor confirmed by the Senate wielding influence 
over what happens at the VA, who gets hired at the VA,” 
Takano said. 
   Wilkie has denied to Congress publicly that he was taking 
cues from the Mar-a-Lago members and insisted he had no 
connection with them following an initial meeting when he 
served as acting secretary in spring 2018. 

Monthly Member and Board Meetings   

Daniel Fisher, CPT USA (Fmr)  

SCC Chapter member, passed on Feb. 4th, 2019  

Luncheon: Wednesday  Mar. 6th,  2019 11:00 am  

Florida Room 

Board Meeting: Wednesday  Mar. 13th, 2019   

10:00 am—Trinity Baptist Church 

Membership Committee Mtg. Club Renaissance 

3rd Wednesday Mar 20th,  2019 
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MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 
 

MOAA:  The SCC Chapter of The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) 

membership is granted to  Army; Navy; Marines; Air Force; Coast Guard; National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration; Public Health; the National; Guard or 

Reserve components both active or retired; and former officers and Warrant Of-

ficers who were separated under acceptable conditions.  

MISSION:  The mission of Sun City Center FL chapter shall be to promote the pur-

poses and objectives of the Military Officers Association of America; foster frater-

nal relation among retired, active duty and former officers of active duty, retired 

and reserve components personnel of the uniformed services and their depend-

ents and survivors; provide useful services for members and their dependents 

and survivors and serve the community and the nation.   

MEETINGS:  A meeting is held monthly (except July/August) in the Atrium build-

ing in the Florida room at 11:00 a.m. and includes lunch and a guest speaker. 

ACTIVITIES: Coordinate and sponsor Annual Memorial Day ceremony; provide 

awards and honorariums to outstanding JROTC Cadets; contributed to Operation 

Warm Heart and Helping Hand; contribute to My Warriors Place; provide funds for 

MOAA scholarships and participate in numerous community activities. 

 Additional information can be obtained by calling 813-642-0801 or e-mailing  

dkepley@tampabay.rr.com. You can also contact us by mail at Frank Kepley, 815 

Freedom Plaza Circle, Apt 104 Sun City Center Fl. 33573.   
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Chapter 5–Star  
Level of Excellence Award 

Newsletter 5-Star  
Communications Award 



Sun City Center Chapter  
Military Officers Association of America 
P.O. Box 5693 
Sun City Center, FL. 33571-5693 

 

Place Stamp 

Here. 

 

Or Current Resident   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The sponsors that appear in this publication do not reflect an endorsement by MOAA or this affiliate. 

The Sun City Center, FL MOAA Newsletter is published by the Sun City Center Chapter, which is an affiliate of 

the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA).  MOAA and its affiliated chapters and councils are non-

partisan.   

Opinions presented herein are those of the individual and not necessarily of the Chapter.  Commercial solicita-
tion of members using membership rolls and/or rosters is prohibited.  Some articles may be taken from MOAA 
and DoD publications. The Chapter is tax exempt under Section 501(c)(19) of the Internal Revenue Codes. 
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MORE MEMORIAL DEDICATION PHOTOS 

c/o Charley Collins 
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