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Dear Colleagues : 
 
   I am sorry that I could not attend our April luncheon.  
However, it was reported to me that the presentation by 
Dr. Linda Eargle was outstanding and had a lot of interac-
tion with our members. 
   We are still looking for two or three members to head up 
our golf tournament which we have reserved for November 
4, 2017 at Freedom Fairways.  We rely on the profits from 
the tournament to support a multitude of chapter activities, 
not the least of is our scholarship program for worthy high 
school seniors.  Please see me after the May meeting or 
give me a call if you are interested. 
   We will be welcoming our longest serving honorary 
member at our May luncheon.  Dr. Susan MacManus will 
be our guest speaker and we look forward to her presenta-
tion. 
   Our Memorial Day program at The Veteran’s Theater in 
Kings Point is a highlight of our year where we and the 
other military and service organizations honor the veteran 
members of our community who have passed during the 
past year.  Our guest speaker will be Col. Mike Davis, 
USMC (Ret).  
   We are pleased that The Hillsborough County Sheriff’s 
Department Honor Guard will serve as our color guard this 
year. 
 
Hope to see you on May 3

rd
. 

 
Charlie Conover 

 
  

       
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Dr. Susan MacManus will be the 

featured speaker at the Military Of-

ficers Association of America  

(MOAA) monthly meeting on May 

3rd, at 11:00.  MacManus received 

her master’s degree from the Uni-

versity of Michigan (1969) and her 

undergraduate (1968) and Ph.D. 

(1975) degrees from Florida State University. Born in Tam-

pa, she is a native of Pasco County. Dr. MacManus is a 

Distinguished University Professor of Public Administration 

and Political Science in the Department of Government 

and International Affairs at the University of South Florida. 

She is nationally renowned for her expert and incisive 

commentary on public opinion and intergenerational poli-

tics and has appeared on ABC, NBC, CBS, FOX, CNN, 

Fox News Channel, MSNBC, PBS, BBC, NHK (Tokyo), 

Australian Television, C-SPAN, National Public Radio, and 

in various print media. During the 2000 and 2004 election 

season, she has also served as the political analyst for 

WFLA News Channel 8, the Florida News Channel, and 

WFLA News Radio. Currently, she is the political analyst 

for ABC Action News in Tampa, Fl.  Dr. MacManus is a 

Fulbright research scholar and has written numerous 

books. She co-authored, with mentor Thomas R. Dye, Poli-

tics in States and Communities, 11th ed. (Prentice-Hall, 

2003), which is the nation’s leading textbook on state and 

local politics.  

 
President signs resolution authorizing Na-
tional Desert Storm Veterans War Memorial 
 

Veterans of Opera-
tions Desert Shield 
and Desert Storm 
will soon have their 
own memorial on 
the National Mall in 
Washington, D.C., 

thanks to legislation signed  by the president. 

 MAY LUNCHEON 

♦(813) 642-0497♦  
Wednesday, May 3rd, 2017 (Florida Room)   

 
Chicken Marsala 

Mahi Mahi with Mango Salsa 
 

Salad Bar & Fresh Fruit with Assorted Dressing 
Dessert Bar: Chef’s selected desserts  

Beverages: Decaf Coffee, Iced Tea, and Ice Water 

   MAY  SPEAKER 
Dr. Susan MacManus 

http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwMzMxLjcxODAyNTcxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDMzMS43MTgwMjU3MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MTMwOTk4JmVtYWlsaWQ9ZGtlcGxleUB0YW1wYWJheS5yci5jb20mdXNlcmlkPWRrZXBsZXlAd
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwMzMxLjcxODAyNTcxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDMzMS43MTgwMjU3MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MTMwOTk4JmVtYWlsaWQ9ZGtlcGxleUB0YW1wYWJheS5yci5jb20mdXNlcmlkPWRrZXBsZXlAd
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Dr. Linda Eargle, seniors balance expert, addresses MOAA 
 
   The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) featured Dr. Linda K. Eargle at their monthly luncheon held at the Sun City 
Center North Side Atrium building on April 5th, 2017.  She is a Doctor of Physical Therapy and a Certified Exercise Expert for Aging 
Adults. Dr. Eargle is a native of Tampa who lived and taught in the Carolinas for 45 years. She retired from Western Carolina Univer-
sity at the end of 2009. She currently teaches courses for the American Physical Therapy Association and the Academy of Geriatric 
Physical Therapy as well as a course on professionalism at USF. She is a Commission on Accreditation for PT Education visitor and 
consultant for physical therapy program accreditation.   
   The presentation introduced the audience to a program, which focuses on achieving and maintaining balance in order to avoid 
falls.  Falls are recognized as the leading cause of hospitalization for seniors.  Dr. Eargle demonstrated and had the audience per-
form various balance exercises designed to assist them in recognizing their weaknesses regarding their individual balance tenden-
cies. She stressed the importance of exercises as being the primary method for achieving good balance. The audience felt that the 
program was very informative pointing out how to recognize, improve and maintain proper balance. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

       2 

Dr. Linda K. Eargle Dr. Linda Eargle and Benny Blackshire, LTC USA (Ret) 

 VA Forced to Delay Removing Employee 

Caught Watching Pornography 

   After a thorough internal review of an 
employee of the Michael DeBakey Vet-
erans Affairs Medical Center in Houston 
caught watching pornography while with 
a patient, the designated proposing offi-

cial recommended removal from federal service. 

   VA immediately removed the employee in question from 
patient care and placed the employee on administrative 
duties. Due to current law, the deciding official cannot 
affect a final determination for 30 days from the date the 
proposal for removal was made.  VA is committed to en-
suring every employee retains their right to due process 
while at the same time reducing the time it takes to re-
move employees who have engaged in misconduct. 

   “This is an example of why we need accountability legis-
lation as soon as possible,” said Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs David J. Shulkin. “It’s unacceptable that VA has to 
wait 30 days to act on a proposed removal.” 

   In addition, under current law, the Department of Veter-
ans Affairs (VA) must continue to pay employees who are 
in the process of being removed.  

Editor’s note:  hopefully, the legislation that is currently on 
the table will end this craziness. 

U.S. WW I Centennial Speakers Bureau 

Please contact Legionnaire Jim Haney, 813.220.8758 
cell / jhhaney1@gmail.com, if you might be interested 
in participating as a speaker (10-15 minutes) to local 
school students next school year about ONE CENTURY 
LATER as a part of Centennial activities. The objective 
is to gain student interest in understanding the impact 
of the WW I and specifically the U.S. participation in 
WW I that is still felt today. Jim is soliciting interest of 
Post 246, MOAA SCC Chapter, and MOWW SCC Chap-
ter. If the interest justifies it, he will approach local 
school administrations including JROTC units.  

tel:(813)%20220-8758
mailto:jhhaney1@gmail.com


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Chapter Officers 
PRESIDENT 
LTC Charles Conover, USA (Ret)…..….…......260-3257 
charlierconover@gmail.com 
 
1st VP   
LTC Benny Blackshire, USA (Ret)…………….260-3105 
bwblacks@aol.com 
 
2nd VP 

MAJ James Haney, USMC (Ret)……………..220-8758  
jhhaney1@gmail.com 
 
SECRETARY 
LTC Ed Mooney, USA (Ret)……………….….751-6844 
edmllc@yahoo.com 
 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
Lt Col Ferris Garrett, USAF (Ret)……….……..841-0532 
garrett4@tampabay.rr.com 
 
TREASURER  
D. Kay Benson (Aux).…………………...….… 938-3030  
mamby45@hotmail.com 
 
ASSISTANT TREASURER 
MAJ Kirk Faryniasz, USAF (Ret)……….……..677-2606 

kfaryniasz@hotmail.com  
 
DIRECTOR 
LT Dave Floyd, USN (Fmr)... ……….………...334-7797  
DavidFloyd2012@yahoo.com 
 
DIRECTOR 
Doris Glass (Aux)…………………………...….642-0497 
Luncheon Reservation Coordinator 
dobygl@juno.com 
 
DIRECTOR 
CAPT Frank Kepley, USN (Ret) ………….… 642-0801 
Public Affairs Officer  
Legislative Affairs 
Publisher/Editor Officers Call Newsletter 
dkepley@tampabay.rr.com 
 
DIRECTOR 
Jane Foppe (Aux) ……………………….….....541-2618 
ljcfoppe@aol.com 
Surviving Spouse Liaison  
 
PAST PRESIDENT 
LT Thom Brown, USNR (Fmr)………….… ….634-7435 
galenageneral1999@gmail.com  
 
PERSONAL AFFAIRS 
CDR Ed Socha, USN (Ret) …………...……. .634-4957 
Proofreader 
ejsfalcon1@frontier.com 
 
JROTC  Coordinator 
Lt Col James Warchol, USAF (Ret)……….….633-1063 
wjammer39@gmail.com 
 
CHAPLAIN 
Assistant Personal Affairs  
Lt Col Samuel Rorer, USAF (Ret)…..………. 260-3882 
srorer@hotmail.com 
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David J. Gauthier 
Certified Public Accountant—Sun City Accounting 

Sun City Center, Florida 33573 

 

(813) 634-9500 

(813)642-8112-Fax 

 

   Income Tax Preparation 

                   Corporate and Business Taxes 

 Accounting and Bookkeeping 

Financial and Investment Planning 

Planning for Freedom Plaza Entrance Fees  

 • Financial Assistance in critical times of need 

    • PAWS for Patriots through Southeastern Guide Dogs: MFST  
    supports three blind veterans per year at a cost of $5,000 per veteran 

 • Service Dogs for veterans with PTSD and other traumatic injuries. 

• Homeless Prevention for Women Veterans: 
help with rent, child care and licensing training. 

 • Operation Warm Heart, administered   by the 
1st Sargeants Group at MacDill AFB,   who 
provide commissary vouchers for soldiers in 
need in Tampa. 

 

in Tampa 

• Scholarships and Leadership Pro-
grams for students from military 
families 

 
• Operation Helping Hand: monthly 
support for military families of 
wounded servicemen and women at 
the James A. Haley VA Hospital . 
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SUN CITY CENTER  
1653 Sun City Center Plaza  
Sun City Center, FL 33573  

P: 813-633-7333  
F: 813-633-61-20  

SARASOTA  
6371 Business Boulevard  

Suite 200  
Sarasota, Florida 31-21-0  

    P: 800-330-4248  
tpayant@payantwealthmanagementgroup.com 
WWW.PAYANTWEALTHMANAGEMENTGROUP.COM 

Securities and Insurance Services offered through SagePoint Financial, Inc.  
Member FINRA/SIPC. Investment Advisory Services offered through Payant Wealth Management  

Group, a registered investment advisor not affiliated with SagePoint Financial, Inc.  
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                            NEW MEMBER 

       
WILLIAM J. (BILL) MORROW,  LTC USA (Ret) 

 
   Upon graduation in 1968 Bill re-
ceived a commission as a 2

nd
 Lt. 

through the ROTC program at the 
University of Idaho.  He reported to 
Ft. Benning, Georgia where he at-
tended the Infantry Officers Basic 
course and then completed Air-
borne and Ranger Training before 
being assigned to the 82

nd
 Airborne 

Division at Ft. Bragg, North Caroli-
na.  Bill served as a platoon leader 
at the 82

nd
 before being reassigned 

to Vietnam.  He attended Pathfinder training enroute to Vi-
etnam and upon arrival in-country he served as the Path-
finder detachment commander for the 25

th
 Aviation Battal-

ion, 25
th
 Infantry Division.  5 months later he became an 

advisor to the Vietnamese Airborne Division. Returning to 
the United States he was assigned to the Ranger Training 
Command and served as a tactics and patrolling instructor 
at the Florida Ranger Camp in NW Florida.  He attended 
the Infantry Officer’s Advanced Course at Ft Benning en-
route to the 3

rd
 Infantry Division in Schweinfurt, Germany.  

He held positions as a Battalion S-1 and a Company Com-
mander.  After completing his command tour the Army sent 
him to Purdue University where he received a Master’s de-
gree.  After receiving his Master’s degree he served in a 
number of Acquisition and Program Management positions.  
He is a graduate of the Command and General Staff Col-
lege at Fort Leavenworth, KS and the Department of De-
fense Program Management Course.  He was selected to 
serve as the Army’s Product Manager for Amphibians and 
Watercraft.  His final assignment was as an instructor of 
Acquisition Management and the Chairman of the Logistics 
Department at the Defense Systems Management College, 
Ft. Belvoir, VA.  Military awards include the Silver Star, 
Bronze Star with 2 OLC with V device, Air Medal, Legion of 
Merit, Meritorious Service Medal, and Army Commendation 
Medal.  Bill retired 1993 as a Lt. Colonel. 
   Upon retiring from the Army, Bill went to work for a small 
business providing professional support services to the 
Federal Government.  Bill’s wife, Connie, was an active du-
ty Air Force officer and when she was transferred to Las 
Vegas, it was Bill’s turn to follow.   He followed his wife to a 
number of assignments in Las Vegas, St. Louis, and Mont-
gomery, Alabama.  He worked as an accountant and buyer 
for a large after-market auto parts manufacturer/supplier.  
Along the way, Bill took night school accounting classes 
and successfully passed the CPA exam in Illinois in 1999.  
When Connie was reassigned to the Pentagon in 2000, Bill 
returned to work for the same small business he aligned 
with 6 years earlier.  He served as a senior director focused 
on business development and eventually became the Vice-
President.  Bill’s portfolio  focused on providing services to 
the Department of Homeland Security, the FAA, and NOAA.  
Bill retired in 2014. 
   Today, Bill and Connie are retired and live in Bradenton 
Beach, Florida.  Their interests focus on travel, family (4 
children and 14 grandchildren), and volunteering for their 
Condo Association and Bill’s College Fraternity, Sigma Chi.  
 
 

 

Sun City Center MOAA Website 

Don’t forget to visit our new  website.  The link to the 

website is: http://moaafl.org/chapters/SunCity/  You 

will find much membership information, photos, cal-

endar of events, past newsletters and more. If you 

would like to suggest topics for inclusion contact 

Jim Haney at jhhaney1@gmail.com 

 

 

 

MOAA 

5 Star 

Newsletter 

   Communication 

   .   

Former Marine, Banker Richard V. Spencer 
Top Pick for SECNAV 

    
A former Marine aviator and invest-
ment banker is the top pick to be the 
next nominee for Secretary of the 
Navy, three defense officials familiar 
with the decision confirmed to USNI 
News. 
 
   Richard V. Spencer is set to be 
nominated for the top civilian job 

leading the U.S. Navy and the Marine Corps, in a deci-
sion endorsed by Secretary of Defense James Mattis, the 
officials confirmed. Spencer, who lives in Wyo-
ming, served as Marine aviator from 1976, after graduat-
ing from Rollins College, until 1981, according to a bio on 
the website of the Center for New American Security, 
where he serves on their advisory board. He left the ser-
vice as a Captain in 1981. Spencer served as the chief 
financial officer and vice chairman of the electronic com-
modities futures exchange Intercontinental Exchange, 
Inc. until 2008. He’s currently the managing director of 
Fall Creek Management, LLC. 
 
   In December Spencer was appointed to be an execu-
tive advisor to the Chief of Naval Operations, a Navy offi-
cial told USNI News. In that role, he advises CNO on fu-
ture warfare and how to reach out to technology business 
leaders.  

Publisher/Editor 

CAPT Frank Kepley, USN (Ret) 

We need your input about member activities as-
sociated with MOAA and articles of interest to 
the military community.  Contact Frank at: 
dkepley@tampabay.rr.com  813-642-0801 

https://www.cnas.org/people/richard-spencer
https://www.cnas.org/people/richard-spencer


 

 

 

 

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS 

Frank Kepley. CAPT USN (Ret) 

 
 
 

The ‘Removal’ Of Senior Officials Will Be The 
First Big Test For New VA Secretary  
It will not be enough for the VA secretary to say his 
hands are tied by law or bureaucratic procedure.  
(More on page 11) 

 
   The operative word that begs the 
question in such cases is 
“removed” and what it means ex-
actly. By removed, does it always 
have to mean a public servant who 
has compromised the public’s trust 

will collect a full paycheck while under reassignment in one 
of those positions that are neatly tucked away from public 
view?  
   Removed should ultimately mean just that — terminated. 
Not reassigned over a long period. Not awaiting some ad-
ministrative hearing.  
   The  VA secretary, said, “The VA needs change…It needs 
to advance its culture of accountability and eliminate those 
from the system that have lost their commitment to doing 
what is right for our veterans … I don’t have a lot of pa-
tience. And I am going to be serious about making these 
changes and regaining that trust. And if I don’t do it, I 
should be held accountable, and you should replace me.” 
   He knows what needs to be done; so does  Congress; 
and the public has long known it. You can’t bring about in-
stitutional change by moving poor leaders around within the 
institution no more so than you can treat pneumonia by tak-
ing cough drops. We’ll know in short order whether Shulkin 
has the right prescription to fix what ails VA and whether 
Congress will fill that prescription. 
Editor’s note:  I have been harping on the MSPB for 2 
years.  It has stymied every  attempt to provide accountabil-
ity! 

   

Military Base Closures on the 
Table 
 
   Top military leaders painted a gloomy 
picture to lawmakers during an annual 

state-of-the-military briefing. Continued budget cuts and the 
looming specter of sequestration have led some of the ser-
vices to support base closures as a way to save money. 
   Vice Chief of Staff of the Air Force Gen. Stephen Wilson 
told lawmakers, “In today's budget environment, it makes 
sense to invest wisely, so BRAC would help us make smart 
investments to prepare for the future.” 
SASC Chair Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) said last month 
members of Congress must talk about another round of 
base realignments and closures. 
   McCain's comments signal a departure from the status 
quo on Capitol Hill, where lawmakers have long memories 
about unforeseen challenges and the missed promises of 
financial wins; the last round of base closures in 2005 initial-

ly cost more than it saved. 
   But now, said Army Vice of Staff Gen. John Allyn, “We 
save year over year, annually, $1 billion from the BRAC that 
took place.” 
   If a BRAC were to be approved, which states are most 
likely to be affected? According to the Defense Manpower 
Data Center, half of all active duty personnel are concen-
trated at installations in five states: California, Virginia, Tex-
as, North Carolina, and Georgia. But all installations would 
likely be reviewed during the initial phases of a BRAC. 
 

CBO considers elimination of Concurrent  
Receipt of retirement pay 

 
   The Congressional Budget Office 
(CBO) in December 2016 published its 
options (analysis) for reducing the fed-
eral deficit, in a report it provides at the 
start of each new Congress. Under the 
options provided for mandatory spend-
ing, the CBO provided as one of the 

options the elimination of concurrent receipt of retirement 
pay and disability compensation for disabled veterans. This 
was presented as an option, not a recommendation - one of 
a number of options provided to congressional decision 
makers in the report. There is no move in Congress to im-
plement the CBO option by changing federal law to elimi-
nate concurrent receipt.  
    “Concurrent receipt” means to receive both the full 
amount of the service-earned military retired pay and the 
full amount of the VA disability compensation. Up until FY 
2001, however, any retired servicemember who received 
VA disability compensation had an amount equal to that VA 
compensation deducted from their military retired pay - 
called an “offset.”  
   MOAA will continue to help shape any effort to eliminate 
the offset while seeking broad support from Congress. 
 

Trump Asks for Sharp Increases in Military 
Spending 

 
   President Trump instructs feder-
al agencies to assemble a budget 
for the coming fiscal year that in-
cludes sharp increases in Defense 
Department spending and drastic 
enough cuts to domestic agencies 
that he can keep his promise to 
leave Social Security and Medi-

care alone, according to four senior administration officials.      
   Trump will demand a budget with tens of billions of dollars 
in reductions to the Environmental Protection Agency and 
State Department, according to four senior administration 
officials with direct knowledge of the plan. Social safety net 
programs, aside from the big entitlement programs for retir-
ees, would also be hit hard.  
   Resistance from federal agencies could ease some of the 
deepest cuts in the initial plan before a final budget request 
is even sent to Congress. And Capitol Hill will have the last 
word.  
   To meet Mr. Trump’s defense request, lawmakers in both 
parties would have to agree to raise or end statutory spend-
ing caps on defense and domestic programs.  
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https://www.veterans.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Final%20Testimony%20of%20Dr%20Shulkin.pdf
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/e/environmental_protection_agency/index.html?inline=nyt-org


 
 

COMMISSARY SHOPPERS SAVING LESS, STUDY 
FINDS 

 
   Shoppers save 23.7 percent by us-
ing commissaries instead of civilian 
grocery stores - lower than the 30 per-
cent savings that has been claimed for 
years, according to a new analysis by 
the Defense Commissary Agency. 
   The drop isn't a result of price in-

creases, at least not directly - it's a change in how DeCA 
tracks the savings, moving from a solely national model to 
one that includes a regional comparison of commissary 
prices with those at nearby stores. 
   "This enhanced way of calculating savings doesn't 
change the actual dollars that patrons save, but it will give 
patrons a better understanding of price comparisons in 
their local area," said Joseph H. Jeu, DeCA director and 
CEO.  
   Officials now calculate savings in each of eight regions 
and factor it into the overall savings measurement. The 
new formula led to a lower percentage of overall savings, 
according to DeCA spokesman Kevin Robinson.   
 

Grounded: Nearly two-thirds of US Navy’s 
strike fighters can’t fly 

 
   The U.S. Navy’s F/A-18 Hornet and 
Super Hornet strike fighters are the tip 
of the spear, embodying most of the 
fierce striking power of the aircraft carri-
er strike group. But nearly two-thirds of 
the fleet’s strike fighters can’t fly —
 grounded because they’re either un-

dergoing maintenance or simply waiting for parts or their 
turn in line on the aviation depot backlog.  
   Overall, more than half the Navy’s aircraft are grounded, 
most because there isn’t enough money to fix them.  
   Additionally, there isn’t enough money to fix the fleet’s 
ships, and the backlog of ships needing work continues to 
grow. Overhauls — “availabilities” in Navy parlance — are 
being canceled or deferred, and when ships do come in 
they need longer to refit. Every carrier overall for at least 
three years has run long, and some submarines are out of 
service for prolonged periods, as much as four years or 
more. One submarine, the Boise, has lost its diving certifi-
cation and can’t operate pending shipyard work.  
 

The Army Wants To Recruit Cyber Experts By 
Hiring Civilians At Rank Of Colonel  

 
   Civilians with expertise in cybersecurity 
could be directly commissioned into the Army 
with a rank up to colonel to help the service 
improve its expanding cyber domain opera-
tions under a Pentagon pilot program author-
ized in recent weeks. 
   The program would be similar to the 
Army’s direct commissioning programs for 

medical doctors, lawyers and chaplains, which place ex-
perts in those fields into the Army at a rank that is com-
mensurate with their experience in the civilian sector, said 
Army Brig. Gen. Patricia Frost, the service’s cyber director 
for operations and planning. The Pentagon tasked the Ar-

my with the project on Jan. 30. 
   Congress has given the Pentagon through 2020 to study 
the potential of expanding direct commissioning programs.  
  

Survey: 44% of US adults worry about theft of 
personal health info  

 
    Forty-four percent of more than 3,000 
US adults surveyed worry that their per-
sonal health information might be stolen, 
while 76% believe that a secure elec-
tronic approach to sharing documents 
between providers is safer than faxing 

paper documents, according to the 2017 Xerox eHealth 
Survey.  
   Researchers also found that 87% of respondents believe 
that better coordination and information sharing among 
health care providers will improve the quality of health care 
services. 
   19 percent of Americans would rather wait in line at the 
DMV than coordinate between different doctors’ offices to 
ensure they have all of their records and health infor-
mation. 
 

President Trump signs law declaring National 
Vietnam War Veterans Day 

     
An act of Congress honoring Vi-
etnam veterans with a day of 
recognition was signed into law by 
President Trump on Tuesday, per 
a White House press release. 
March 29 is now designated as 

National Vietnam War Veterans Day by the Vietnam War 
Veterans Recognition Act of 2017 according to Gateway 
Pundit. The U.S. flag is to be flown in commemoration of 
those who served in Vietnam.   
   The bipartisan bill was sponsored by Sen. Pat Toomey, 
R-Pa., and Sen. Joe Donnelly, D-Ind. The bill passed the 
Senate and the House.  
   Forty-four years have passed since the last U.S. troops 
withdrew from Vietnam. Due to the unpopularity of the war, 
veterans returning home were often met with disdain and 
did not receive support or gratitude for their service.  Out of 
the 2.7 million U.S. service members who served in Vi-
etnam, more than 58,000 were killed and more than 
304,000 were wounded. An estimate by the Smithson-
ian suggests that approximately 271,000 Vietnam veterans 
may have post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD).   

 

Veteran Appointment Request 
 
Available at select locations, VAR makes it 
possible for Veterans to directly schedule 
primary care appointments and request as-
sistance in booking both primary care and 
mental health appointments at the VA facili-

ties where they receive care. In addition to scheduling ap-
pointments, Veterans can use VAR to track appointment 
details and the status of requests, send messages about 
requested appointments, receive notifications and cancel 
appointments. 
Editor’s note:  Not yet available at Tampa area VA’s.  
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http://r.smartbrief.com/resp/iObMCvlDtVCXzclnCieitJBWcNqdpr?format=standard
http://r.smartbrief.com/resp/iObMCvlDtVCXzclnCieitJBWcNqdpr?format=standard
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/03/28/president-donald-j-trump-signs-s-305-law
http://www.thegatewaypundit.com/2017/03/president-trump-signs-vietnam-war-veterans-day-act-honor-nam-vets-flying-flag-march-29/
http://www.thegatewaypundit.com/2017/03/president-trump-signs-vietnam-war-veterans-day-act-honor-nam-vets-flying-flag-march-29/
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/over-quarter-million-vietnam-war-veterans-still-have-ptsd-180955997/
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/over-quarter-million-vietnam-war-veterans-still-have-ptsd-180955997/


 
After delay, Trump's Air Force secretary pick 
to get Senate hearing 
 

President Trump’s nominee for Air Force 
secretary is headed to the Senate for a 
hearing in the Senate Armed Services 
Committee, its chairman told Defense 
News. 

   Heather Wilson, a former Republican congresswoman 
from New Mexico named in January, follows two service 
secretary nominees who dropped out. Two months into the 
Trump administration, the top jobs at Pentagon are largely 
filled with acting officials.  
   SASC Chairman John McCain, R-Ariz., said the commit-
tee has officially received her nomination paperwork from 
the White House and the committee plans to hold a hear-
ing soon. 
   Wilson, an Air Force Academy graduate who served in 
Congress from 1998-2009, is the president of South Dako-
ta School of Mines and Technology, in Rapid City. She 
also was a Rhodes Scholar at Oxford University in Eng-
land, where she studied international relations and earned 
masters and doctoral degrees.  

 
Trump eyes former flight surgeon Mark Green 
as next Army secretary 

 
If confirmed, the 1986 West Point gradu-
ate will make the jump from local politics 
to the highest levels of military planning, 
overseeing Trump’s promised build-up 
of Army end-strength and equipment 
modernization.  
   Green was elected to state office in 

2012 and for the last seven years has served as founder 
and CEO of Align MD, an emergency department staffing 
company. The firm operates in 30 hospitals in six states.  
   Green spent 20 years in the active-duty Army, including a 
deployment to Iraq with the 160th Special Operations Avia-
tion Regiment. In  December 2003, he was part of the team 
that captured the deposed Iraqi president.   
   Green, an Army Ranger who holds a medical degree 
from Wright State University and a master’s certificate in 
information systems from the University of Southern Cali-
fornia, also served as a scout platoon leader, battalion per-
sonnel officer and airborne rifle company commander dur-
ing his military career.  

 
Officials: Navy cruiser ran aground near  
 Japan  

 
   The forward-deployed cruiser 
Antietam ran aground off the 
coast of Japan near its home port 
of Yokosuka, according to two 
Navy officials familiar with the 
incident.  

   The ship grounded after anchoring out in high winds, offi-
cials said. When the crew noticed the ship was dragging its 
anchor, Antietam got back underway. Shortly after, the 
crew felt the ship shudder and lose all pitch control in both 
propellers. The grounding caused the ship to dump about 
1,100 gallons of oil into the water. Nobody was injured in 

the incident.  
   The Navy notified Japanese government of the oil spill 
and is taking steps to clean up, officials said.  
   The ship was towed back into port after the grounding, 
officials said. The ship is commanded by Capt. Joseph 
Carrigan, according to the ship's website.  
Editor’s note:  Good bye CO, XO  and  Navigator. 
 

Afghan Insurgents Use Drones in Fight 
Against U.S. 
 

   NATO no longer has a monopoly on 
drones on the battlefields of Afghani-
stan. Because now insurgents are us-
ing them. 
   “In the past, seeing a UAV once or 

twice a month would be normal,” spokesman for the U.S.-
led NATO coalition in Afghanistan Capt. William Salvin 
told Stars and Stripes, using the acronym for unmanned 
aerial vehicles. “Now, we’re seeing them once or twice a 
week.” 
   The drones are small, commercial-use and cheap. But 
they’re effective. With eyes in the sky, insurgents can con-
duct spy on coalition forces and target them in mortar at-
tacks with real-time live feeds of the battlefield. In October, 
the Taliban even used a drone to record a suicide bombing 
attack for propaganda purposes. 
   But what’s more worrying is the possibility of insurgents 
arming drones with bombs — and it’s already happening in 
Iraq and Syria. Numerous videos of militant group purport-
edly dropping explosives from jerry-rigged drones have 
already populated YouTube.  And in October, the Islamic 
State attacked French and Kurdish forces in Northern Iraq 
with an exploding drone that killed two Kurdish soldiers. 
“They can just buy them as anybody else would,” Col. John 
Dorrian said,. “Some of those are available on Amazon.”  
 

Americans' confidence in the so-called war 
on terror is higher than it’s been in several 
years, according to a poll from Rasmussen 

Reports.  
 
The survey of 1,000 likely American voters, conducted be-
tween March 26-27, found that 42 percent of respondents 
believe that the U.S. and its allies are winning the global 
war on terrorism. Twenty percent said that terrorists have 
the upper hand, 31 percent said neither and 7 percent 
were unsure.   

 
Florida Council of Chapters Communiqué    

February 2017 Issue 
See what the other Chapters are doing. The Florida Coun-

cil of Chapter’s newsletter, the “Communiqué” can be ac-

cessed by clicking on the link below.  After you click the 

link and then click Allow, it may take a minute or so for the 

newsletter to pop up.  It is worth the wait.  

Apr2014.pdfhttp:www.moaafl.org/communique  

Editor—Marty Brown.   Send  articles and photos to: 

wayne.and.marty.brown@gmail.com     
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http://foreignpolicy.com/2017/01/31/afghanistan-insurgents-use-drones-in-fight-against-u-s-nato-coalition-forces-unmanned-aerial-vehicles-future-warfare/
http://foreignpolicy.com/2017/01/31/afghanistan-insurgents-use-drones-in-fight-against-u-s-nato-coalition-forces-unmanned-aerial-vehicles-future-warfare/
http://www.stripes.com/news/afghanistan-nato-on-watch-for-use-of-drones-by-militants-1.451588
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/mood_of_america/war_on_terror_mar28
http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/politics/mood_of_america/war_on_terror_mar28
http://www.moaafl.org/communique
mailto:wayne.and.marty.brown@gmail.com


 FDA Releases New Recommendations for  
Human Factors Design and Testing of Medical 
Devices  
 
   Many devices have been associated with recalls or ad-

verse event reports in the past. VHA 
is getting ahead of the curve in ob-
jectively considering patient safety 
when purchasing medical equipment 
and devices in terms of usability, 
compatibility, and functionality as 
described in this issue’s article on 
the VA Purchasing for Safety Model. 
Others like the Food and Drug     

Administration (FDA) are thinking along the same lines. 
   Last year the FDA released new guidance emphasizing 
improving the usability of medical technology. While the 
recommendations and considerations are non-binding, FDA 
advises both industry and manufacturers to incorporate the 
principles of human factors to improve the design of devic-
es and in studies to evaluate the user interface of products 
to eliminate or mitigate potential use-related hazards. 
 

E-pills that can monitor patient health in the 
offing 
The device may offer a safer and lower-cost alternative 
to the traditional batteries now used to power such  

devices, researchers said. 
 

   MIT scientists have developed a small 
battery that runs on stomach acids and 
could power next-generation ingestible 
electronic pills which may monitor pa-
tient health or treat diseases by residing 
in the gastrointestinal tract for extended 

periods of time. 
   The device may offer a safer and lower-cost alternative to 
the traditional batteries now used to power such devices, 
researchers said. 
   "We need to come up with ways to power these ingestible 
systems for a long time," said Giovanni Traverso, from 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology's (MIT) in the US. 
   "We see the gastrointestinal tract as providing a really 
unique opportunity to house new systems for drug deliv-
ery and sensing, and fundamental to these systems is how 
they are powered," Traverso said. 
   Researchers have previously built and tested many in-
gestible devices that can be used to sense physiological 
conditions such as temperature, heart rate, and breathing 
rate, or to deliver drugs to treat diseases such as malaria. 
   Such devices are usually powered by small batteries, but 
conventional batteries self-discharge over time and pose a 
possible safety risk.  
 

Study: Antibiotics ineffective for ventilated 
patients with S. aureus  
 
Research showed that using antibiotics as treatment for 
ventilated patients infected with Staphylococcus aureus 
proved ineffective in reducing the infection and did not im-
pede progression of ventilator-associated pneumonia and 
tracheobronchitis, according to a study in the journal Clini-
cal Infectious Diseases. Researchers said alternative thera-
pies are "urgently needed." 

Senate confirms Price as HHS secretary  

The Senate voted 52-47 early this 
morning to confirm Rep. Tom Price, 
R-Ga., as HHS secretary. Price, an 
orthopedic surgeon who has held a 
House seat since 2005, has backed 
repeal of the Affordable Care Act 
and conversion of Medicaid to a 
block grant program. 

Editor’s Note:  First physician to be  appointed to this cabi-
net position.  Hard to believe. 

 

1 in 3 stent implants unnecessary: Doctors 
 

   Several senior cardiologists in India 
have raised concern over the rise in the 
cases of unnecessary implant of 
stents in India. They say if an audit of 
stent implant cases was done, over a 
third of the elective procedures could 

turn out to be needless. 
   A few years ago in the US, which has better monitoring 
and oversight of medical procedures than India, studies 
had found that only half the non-emergency cardiac stent-
ing procedures were appropriate. Several cardiologists and 
hospitals were forced to cough up millions of dollars in pen-
alties for unnecessary stenting. Stent companies too paid 
heavy penalties to settle charges of giving kickbacks to 
doctors. 
Editor’s note:  You might want to consider a 2nd opinion 
when considering a stent. 

Luncheon: Wednesday May 3rd, 2017 11:00 am  

Florida Room 

Board Meeting: Wednesday  May 10, 2017  10:00 am 

Trinity Baptist Church 

Membership Committee Mtg. Club Renaissance 

3rd Wednesday May 17, 2017 

Monthly Member and Board Meetings   

9 

16 March — Mae Heininger — spouse of  CDR 

Bo Heininger, USN, (Ret).  

13 April, — Irwin Dawley, LTC USA, (Ret) 

PHOTO CLUB 

The SCC Photo Club is selling 2017 calen-
dar's.  The proceeds will go to MY WARRI-
ORS PLACE 

http://health.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/mit
http://health.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/scientists
http://health.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/drug+delivery
http://health.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/drug+delivery
http://r.smartbrief.com/resp/iLzmCvlDtVCXyoAECieitJBWcNxFGh?format=standard
http://r.smartbrief.com/resp/iLzmCvlDtVCXyoAECieitJBWcNxFGh?format=standard
http://r.smartbrief.com/resp/iLzmCvlDtVCXyoAICieitJBWcNTVhn?format=standard
http://health.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/unnecessary+implant+of+stents
http://health.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/unnecessary+implant+of+stents


Some Guy Made A Chair Out Of Gold-Plated 
AK-47s  

 
   An Austrian artist, Rainer We-
ber, has just created a royal throne 
made of gold-plated Kalashnikovs, 
along with a matching floor lamp  
It’s “for collectors, art- and design-

lovers or people who like the exceptional,” the artist’s web-
site notes. 
   Apparently, these are real AK-47s, disassembled, plated 
in gold, and reassembled. Just the thing for the old man 
cave. But this beautiful work of art isn’t just for the fellas. 
Turns out ladies love it too. 
 

Maryland Considers Singling Out  
Ransomware as a Crime 
  

   As ransomware attacks continue to 
plague organizations in healthcare and 
other sectors, Maryland is consider-
ing legislation specifically identifying ran-
somware attacks as a crime punishable 

with prison sentences. California and Wyoming are among 
the states that have enacted somewhat similar legislation. 
   The bill, recently introduced by Sen. Susan Lee, D-
Montgomery, Md. and co-sponsored in the state house by 
Erek Barron, D-Prince George's - makes extortion conduct-
ed through unauthorized software a criminal offense pun-
ishable by imprisonment for up to 10 years and/or a 
$10,000 maximum fine. 
   The proposed legislation states: "A person who has the 
intent to unlawfully extort money, property, or anything of 
value from another may not knowingly create, place, or 
introduce without authorization software into a computer, 
computer system, or computer network if the software is 
designed to encrypt, lock or otherwise restrict access or 
use by authorized users of the computer/system/network." 
Editor’s note:  At last!!  It’s about time we get serious about 
ransomware and institute severe penalties.   

 

The top U.S. cities for malware 
 

   Group, makers of the SpyHunter 
anti-spyware program, studied data 
on malware from the 100 largest cities 
in the United States and found that 
Orlando, Tampa and St. Louis, Mis-
souri, had the highest malware infec-

tion rates in 2016. 
Although malware exists everywhere, these cities had in-
fection rates more than five times the national average. 
These same three cities also topped the list in 2015. 
    Some malware infections are relatively mild, like those 
that cause more pop-up advertisements than usual. Others 
are more devious, tricking users with fake search engine or 
default home pages. Then there are those that are thor-
oughly dangerous, such as ransomware, which hijacks 
important files on your computer and force you to pay to 
get them back. 
There are numerous ways for a computer to become in-
fected with malware. One of the most common happens 

when you click on a phony link in an email or on social me-
dia. Other times, the malware is hidden in valid downloads 
or software. 
   Malware makers are always looking for ways to trick you 
into clicking on a link that will deliver their payload. Unfor-
tunately, computers in Tampa, Orlando, and St. Louis 
seem to be more susceptible to these scammers. 
 

Ransomware emerging as medical device  
cybersecurity threat 
 

   At last week’s RSA Conference in 
San Francisco there was wide discus-
sion around the probability of ransom-
ware transitioning from the healthcare 
IT environment, where it is now, to the 
clinical environment. 

   In September 2015, the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
issued an alert warning about the cybersecurity risks that 
networked medical devices pose to patients. According to 
the FBI, devices—which connect to the web automatically 
sending or receiving data, including medical devices such 
as wireless heart monitors and insulin dispensers—pose a 
potential threat to patient health as hackers could change 
the coding controlling the dispensing of medicines. 
   What happens when that moves into the operating room, 
and you actually cannot use the machinery that you need 
to and it’s held ransom for so many bitcoins?  
 

99% of suicide hotline calls are now  
answered by specialists, VA says  

 
A report from the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs inspector general's of-
fice earlier this week said nearly 
30% of calls to the Veterans Crisis 
Hotline are being routed to backup 

call centers, but VA officials say the report tracked calls 
through December and does not take into account im-
provements in the past three months. Aided by substan-
tial improvements, including the opening of a new call 
center in Atlanta, 99% of calls are now answered by 
specialists trained in veteran's issues, VA officials said  
 
 

LUNCHEON 

Wednesday,  May 3rd,  2017 

♦Call 642-0497♦ 

Florida Room, Atrium 
North Campus SCC 

Reservations no later than 6 p.m. 
Sunday, April 30, 2017 

Please give full names of members and guests, total num-
ber attending.  Cost is $14.00  payable at the door in cash 
or check.  Social hour begins at 11:00 a.m.  Business 
meeting at 11:15 followed by lunch and a speaker.  

Remember, if you make a reservation and do not attend, 
you are expected to pay. 
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http://www.ak47chair.at/Page-02/page-02.htm
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http://www.healthcareinfosecurity.com/anti-malware-c-309
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Will The New Air Force One Be A B-21 Stealth 
Bomber? 

  
In response to Trump’s call to 
“cancel” the Air Force One re-
placement, a panel of experts has 
proposed two distinctly different 
alternatives. 

   Back in December, Donald Trump tweeted that Boeing 
should “cancel” the development of a next-generation Air 
Force One fleet, calling the costs of the $3.2 billion pro-
gram “out of control.” (In his tweet, Trump quoted the price 
tag at $4 billion, for reasons unknown.) Now, Aviation 
Week is reporting that a panel of aerospace and defense 
analysts has proposed a new solution: Drop the U.S. Air 
Force’s 747-8-based Air Force One and opt instead for ei-
ther a Northrop Grumman B-21 stealth bomber, or a Boe-
ing 737 fleet. 
   In an interview with Aviation Week, Danny Lam, spokes-
man for the report, invoked the growing threat of high-tech 
surface-to-air missiles as justification for considering the B-
21 for Air Force One. Calling the 747 a “fat radar target,” he 
explained that the B-21 “has stealth built in,” and that “it’s 
nuclear-rated and heavily shielded right off the bat.” He 
added, “It’s going to be terribly cramped but man, it would 
be a survivable platform, especially if operated in twos and 
threes.”    
Editors note: WOW!!  What a concept.    
 

China's  New future Aircraft Carrier 
 

 The  fol-
lowing 
comment 
from an 
Ameri-
can Ob-
server  who 
viewed the 
illustra-
tions: 
“This  is a 
quantum 

leap above anything we have on the  drawing board. They 
have thought "outside the box" on this one. Better speed, 
larger capacity, much more stable, etc. Definitely a "blue-
water" long reach vessel. Plus, they can service their nuke 
sub fleet in-between the twin hulls (sight unseen) or even 
launch amphibious ops from same. 

 
Editor’s note:  This one is a long, long way from getting 
wet.  Only an illustration. But they do have two, more con-
ventional carriers in the water.   

House panel moves new disciplinary rules for 
VA employees  

 
WASHINGTON — The House veterans 
panel advanced new accountability legis-
lation Wednesday designed to speed the 
firing of problem employees at the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs and reform the 
bureaucracy's “broken civil service sys-
tem.”  
   The move came despite concerns from 

Democrats, who called the measure too aggressive and 
unlikely to get Senate approval, leaving the current flawed 
system in place for years to come.  
   But Republicans insisted the measure is a critical step 
ahead in reforming department operations and improving 
veterans’ care, and have repeatedly cited incidents of crim-
inal behavior by VA employees who are transferred or sus-
pended rather than fired.  
   Union officials have called the measures an unfair attack 
on workers' appeals and due process rights, and an oppor-
tunity to unfairly blame lower level employees for manage-
ment mistakes. 
   Lawmakers have made multiple attempts at approving 
new accountability rules for the department in recent years, 
and passed a measure designed to ease the firings of sen-
ior staff in 2014.  
   But officials with President Obama’s Department of Jus-
tice later judged that law to be unconstitutional, and VA 
officials stopped enforcing the measure. The move en-
raged congressional Republicans, who accused the admin-
istration of being too passive in rooting out failed employ-
ees and criminals from the department’s ranks.  
   The new bill would allow the VA secretary to fire or sus-
pend any employee for poor performance or misconduct, 
regardless of their position.    
Editot’s note:  Hopefully, public outrage will finally get some 
positive action on this bill. 
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Debt ceiling returns, creating new headache 

for GOP  

  The legal limit on how much the 
United States government can bor-
row has returned, potentially set-
ting up an intense political battle in 
Congress. 
    Lawmakers will have until some-

time this autumn to raise the debt ceiling before the Treas-
ury runs out of ways to make essential payments, putting 
the nation at risk of its first-ever debt default. 
    The debt limit is a major test for the Trump administra-
tion and Republican congressional leaders who’ve sought 
major spending cuts before previous increases in the debt 
ceiling.  
   The White House and Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin are pushing lawmakers to raise the ceiling as 
soon as possible, and Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell (R-Ky.) said Tuesday that Congress will 
“obviously” increase the limit.  
   Democrats have warned that Republicans shouldn’t 
count on their votes.  

http://aviationweek.com/defense/presidential-bomber-report-touts-b-21-air-force-one
http://aviationweek.com/defense/presidential-bomber-report-touts-b-21-air-force-one
http://link.militarytimes.com/click/9085342.3660/aHR0cDovL3d3dy5taWxpdGFyeXRpbWVzLmNvbS9hcnRpY2xlcy9ob3VzZS12ZXRlcmFucy1hZmZhaXJzLWFjY291bnRhYmlsaXR5LWJpbGwtYWR2YW5jZXM/575885e9498e5745796d827dC779d91e5
http://link.militarytimes.com/click/9085342.3660/aHR0cDovL3d3dy5taWxpdGFyeXRpbWVzLmNvbS9hcnRpY2xlcy9ob3VzZS12ZXRlcmFucy1hZmZhaXJzLWFjY291bnRhYmlsaXR5LWJpbGwtYWR2YW5jZXM/575885e9498e5745796d827dC779d91e5
http://thehill.com/people/mitch-mcconnell
http://thehill.com/people/mitch-mcconnell
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 HOW WW I REVOLUTIONIZED MEDICINE 

   When World War I broke out in France, in August 1914, 
getting a wounded soldier from the battlefield to a hospital 
required horse-drawn wagons or mules with baskets on 
either side.  Incapacitated soldiers would be taken to a rail-
way station, put in the straw of a cattle-car, and sent to-
wards the nearest city with a hospital. No bandages, no 
food, no water. “One of those trains had dumped about 
500 badly wounded men and left them lying between the 
tracks in the rain, with no cover whatsoever 
   To rescue them, U.S. Ambassador Myron T. Herrick 
called all his friends with cars, particularly those on the 
board of the American Hospital, a small expatriate facility 
that had just refurbished a school building as a military 
hospital. This impromptu fleet brought back 34 wounded 
on the first run, and returned for more. It made the differ-
ence between life and death, amputation and healing, and 
it signaled the start of the motor-ambulance corps. 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Medicine, in World War I, made major advances in several 
directions. The war is better known as the first mass killing 
of the 20th century—with an estimated 10 million military 
deaths alone—but for the injured, doctors learned enough 
to vastly improve a soldier’s chances of survival. They 
went from amputation as the only solution, to being able to 
transport soldiers to hospitals, to disinfect their wounds 
and to operate on them to repair the damage wrought by 
artillery. Ambulances, antiseptic, and anesthesia, three 
elements of medicine taken entirely for granted today, 
emerged from the depths of suffering in the First World 
War. 
   In the early stages of the war an appalling number of 
needless amputations were made. The key dilemma was 

that doctors had no effective antiseptic to kill the rampant 
bacteria, such as Clostridium perfringens, which causes 
the rapid necrosis known as gas gangrene. The soldiers 
lived in the filth of the trenches, and if they were wounded, 
their injuries were immediately corrupted with it resulting in 
70 percent of the amputations.  They were due to infection, 
not to the initial injury. 
   Antiseptics had not proven satisfactory, and cases of gas 
gangrene were most difficult to handle. All penetrating 
wounds of the abdomen, died of shock and infection.  The 
usual antiseptics, bichloride, carbolic, iodine, etc., failed. 
   The French physician Alexis Carrel, was given an aban-
doned château. The Rockefeller Institute sent equipment, 
and most important of all, they sent Henry Dakin, a British 
biochemist who had perfected a solution of sodium hypo-
chlorite, which killed the dangerous bacteria without burn-
ing the flesh.  The technique, which became known as the 
“Carrel-Dakin Method,” was adopted by doctors across 
Europe during the war. 
   At the American Ambulance Hospital, George Crile was 
introducing doctors to a method of anesthesia he and a 
nurse named Agatha Hodgins had developed in Cleveland.  
He gave surgical demonstrations using a nitrous oxide-
oxygen mix—just enough to put a patient to sleep, but not 
into a state of shock. 
    Antiseptics and anesthesia saved lives once they arrived 
at the hospital, but without motor ambulances and hospital 
trains to get them there, wounded soldiers stood little 
chance.   
   The Ford Motor Company donated 10 Model-T chassis 
to be converted into ambulances and the ranks of the am-
bulance service grew to some 2,500 by the end of the war. 
Harvard had 55 men in France in 1915, driving in the pitch 
night on gutted roads to pick up soldiers from field stations 
just behind the lines. 

 
  The new technology of war—heavy artillery, long-range 
cannons, barrage shelling, and machine guns—rained dev-
astation at unprecedented levels. Medicine had to try to 
keep up. One good example of this evolution is in facial 
reconstruction surgery. Soldiers survived having jaws and 
noses shattered by artillery fragments, so surgeons pio-
neered maxillofacial techniques, and at the same time, 
brought dentistry into the medical sciences in France.   
   Mary Merritt Crawford, the only woman doctor at the 
American Hospital during the war, later noted that war 
brought death and destruction, yet also opened the path to 
progress: “A war benefits medicine more than it benefits 
anybody else. It’s terrible, of course, but it does.” 

  (PART 1 of 3)  Submitted by editor 

http://www.persee.fr/doc/pharm_0035-2349_1981_num_69_249_2732
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Pushing medical data downrange 
 
   In one scene, there’s a Navy 
corpsman delivering trauma 
care in grisly war zone, with the 
wounded Marine’s health history 
at his fingertips on a hand-held 
device. In another, a Marine is 
ordering more blood supplies 
from a small laptop in her dusty 
tent in Afghanistan. A third in-
cludes a medic at the tip of the 
spear, using a cell phone to 

track an injured Marine’s transport progress.   
   These aren’t scenes from a movie, but are examples of a 
few of the capabilities that electronic health records, or 
EHRs, might one day offer the Marine Corps. 
      While electronic health records are slowly becoming 
the health care norm, its military rollout just started.  
    In early February, the first military electronic health rec-
ords went live at Fairchild Air Force Base near Spokane, 
Washington. The Defense Department health care man-
agement system, called MHS Genesis, will bring standardi-
zation across all services. It’s the result of a $4.3 billion 

Cerner contract. 
   The new system will allow patients and doctors to easily 
share medical records with Veterans Affairs, as well as any 
private practices or military physicians.   
   The hardware will be streamlined so medical capabilities 
supporting the Marines can create a “mobile operating 
room” and carry the software with them into danger zones. 
Marines will have the ability to resupply equipment, sup-
plies, and blood and track patient movements regardless of 
location.  
   For medical Marines on the ground, electronic health 
records will be especially important for patient movement 
— and getting casualties out of war zones.  
   Historically in tactical combat casualty care, med teams 
might use tape and Sharpie marker indications on the body 
of what was done surgically. Medical documents would be 
attached. If it got lost, it got lost. 
   By the time the casualty gets stateside — two, three, four 
days later — his surgeons at Walter Reed can go into MHS 
Genesis and will see everything that was done. We owe it 
to our men and women that this all gets into their medical 
records. 
Editor’ note:  Contrast this capability with what was availa-
ble on the battlefield in WW I (see previous page).   

The sponsors that appear in this publication do not reflect an endorsement by MOAA or this affiliate. 

  ———————————————————————————————————————————                                                                                                       
Membership: All veteran and active duty commissioned officers of armed forces as well as National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Admin., Public Health and National Guard Reserve members and widows and widowers of 
former MOAA members. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Sun City Center, FL MOAA Newsletter is published by the Sun City Center Chapter, which is an affiliate of 
the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA). MOAA and its affiliated chapters and councils are non-
partisan.  

MOAA Take Action link:  http://www.moaa.org/Main_Menu/Take_Action/Take_Action.html 
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Memorial Day Ceremony 

Monday May 29th 

    
 

A Public Tribute to Greater Sun City 
Center Deceased Military Veterans 

 

 A Roll Call of Veterans who died during the past year will 

be held concurrently with our traditional Living Flag Tribute. 

Guest Speaker:  COL. Mike Davis, USMC (Ret) 
 

A Musical Interlude will be presented by the  

Trinity Singers   
 

Colors will be presented  by 

the Hillsborough Co. Sheriff’s Office Color Guard 
 

Doors will open at 9:00 a.m. Free entry. The public is invited.  

 

Guests are requested to be seated by 9:45 A.M. 
 

Sponsored by the Combined Military Veterans Organizations of Sun City Center 

 

Formalities start at 10:00 a.m. in 

the Kings Point Veterans Theater, 

North Club House, 

1900 Clubhouse Dr. SCC 



   

 

 

MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 
 

MOAA:  The SCC Chapter of The Military Officers Association of 

America (MOAA) membership is granted to  Army; Navy; Ma-

rines; Air force; Coast Guard; National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration; Public Health; the National; Guard or Reserve 

components both active or retired; and former officers and 

Warrant officers who were separated under acceptable condi-

tions.  

MEETINGS:  A meeting is held monthly in the Atrium building in 

the Florida room at 11:00 a.m. and includes lunch and a guest 

speaker 

ACTIVITIES: Coordinate and sponsor Annual Memorial Day cere-

mony; provide awards and honorariums to outstanding JROTC 

Cadets; contributed to Operation Warm Heart and Helping 

Hand; contribute to My Warriors Place; provide funds for MOAA 

scholarships and participate in numerous community activities. 

 Additional information can be obtained by calling 813-642-

0801 or e-mailing  dkepley@tampabay.rr.com. You can also con-

tact us by mail at Frank Kepley, 815 Freedom Plaza Circle, Apt 

104 Sun City Center Fl. 33573. 



 


