
PRESIDENTôS COMMENTS 

COL TROY SCOTT, USAR (RET) 

This monthôs issue is devoted to our State Convention scheduled for 5-7 June 
2009 at the Sirata Resort in beautiful St Pete Beach.  Weôre  extending an invi-
tation to all MOAA members to attend this convention, come and socialize, 
meet some old friends and make some new ones.  The St Petersburg Chapter 
has gone all out to obtain some excellent speakers and conduct some fantas-
tic seminars.  The response has been great:  CAPT Don Freese, the Conven-

tion Chairman had to go back to the Sirata and ask for additional rooms above our guarantee, 
and the Sirata has graciously agreed keep their low rate for our members.  But be sure and get 
your reservation in ASAP!!!                
 To date, we have representatives from at least 25 chapters, including Georgia, South 
Carolina, and Virginia attending our convention.  Our line-up of speakers and seminars is top 
notch.  The MOAA National President, VADM Norb Ryan, and the Commander of the Air Uni-
versity at Maxwell AFB, Lt Gen Allen Peck, will be the featured speakers. COL Bud Schnee-
weiss from the MOAA Benefits Department, Mrs. Violet Smith, Auxiliary Advisory Committee, 
and Lt Gen Mike Wooley (Ret), former Commander of the USAF Special Security Forces, will 
be  presenting a variety of informative seminars.           
 I will be participating in the 2009 ñStorming the Hillò event on Wednesday 22 April.  We 
have a great team from Florida, and Iôm honored to be part of it.   Issues we will be addressing 
to Members of Congress are ñ Sustaining our Defense Budget to fund BOTH people and   
weaponsò and ñBarring disproportional military health fee increases.ò  MOAA has been well 
received by our elected officials and this should be a very productive visit for us.  Iôll have a 
report in the next issue.                 
 Elke and I are looking forward to seeing you at the 2009 Convention in St. Pete Beach.  
Have a good Easter. 
           Troy & Elke    
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June 5-7, 2009 

Sirata Beach Resort   È St. Pete Beach, FL 
Now: 

Then: 

T he 2009 FCOC Convention will begin on June 5, 
2009.  The ñNowò picture above from the Sirata look-

ing over the beautiful beach on the Gulf of Mexico is 
quite different than the ñThenò picture looking toward 
Normandy that some of you saw 65 years ago on D-
Day, June 6, 1944.  

How the world has changed in 65 years.  There are 
two constants that have not changed, though, First is 
the numbers of brave men and women in uniform who 
still defend our Country just as they did 65 years ago, 
and, indeed, as they have done  r the ages for the 
United States. Second are the sup- Continued on Page 2 - -  
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  IMPORTANT DATES/UPCOMING EVENTS  - -  
  ̧ 25APR09 - Names of  WC, NE & NW AVP Nominees to Council Secretary. 
  ̧ 01JUN09 - Chapter Level of Excellence Award Submittals to MOAA. 
  ̧ 05-07JUN09 - Convention 2009, Sirata, St Pete Beach. 

2009 Convention (Contôd From Page 1) - - portive families 
left behind to worry and fret over their loved ones. 

I doubt that we will be quite as jubilant as the resi-
dents of Rome were on June 4th 65 years ago as the Al-
lies liberated their city.  However, this Convention is a 
good time to reflect on your individual experiences, meet 
new friends, re-connect with long time friends, and most 
importantly, learn and have fun. 

The dress code at the Convention is Florida casual 
(shorts, jeans, convention shirt, polo shirt, casual clothing) 
except for the Military Ball, which is Military Formal Dinner 
Dress or equivalent civilian attire. 
The convention begins with the Presidentôs Reception 

on Friday evening hosted by FCOC President, Troy Scott.  
There will be a cash bar with medium Hors dôoeuvres.  All 
Convention attendees are invited to sign up for the recep-
tion (the name just implies that Troy is hosting.).  Friday 
dinner is on-your-own for those still hungry.  The Hospital-
ity Suite will be open after the reception with snack food 
and drinks available for reasonable prices. In fact, the 
Suite will be open the entire convention whenever another 
event is not scheduled.  The Sirata is allowing us to bring 
our own supplies, and ask only that we donôt wander 
around the pools or bars with our drinks and snacks. 

Unlike 65 years ago, Satur-
day morning will begin with a sit-
down breakfast. VADM Norb 
Ryan, USN (Ret), the 9th Presi-
dent of MOAA, will be the Key 
Note Speaker at the All Hands 
Breakfast beginning at 0730. 
Admiral Ryan is a dynamic 
speaker who will get the Con-
vention off to a good start. 

Following breakfast and a 
short break, there will be a Me-
morial Service for our fallen 
FCOC officers and spouses who 
reported to their Ultimate Com-
mander-in-Chief during 2008.  
This service will be conducted 
by Chapter Chaplains as well as 
the FCOC Chaplain. 

At the completion of the Memorial Service, the Con-
vention splits into two groups.  Auxiliary Members Violet 
Smith and Anita Harrow will present a Spouse & Survivor 
Seminar for those who wish to attend, while others who 
wish will attend the FCOC Annual Meeting to discuss and 
vote on business matters critical to the Council. 

At 11:15, the groups rejoin to attend a seminar pre-
sented by CAPT Bud Schneeweis, USCG (Ret), MOAAôs 
Director of Benefits Information, who will discuss just what 
MOAA is doing in its fight for the military and its members, 
past, present, and future. 

Following an on-your-own lunch break, we will recon-
vene for a presentation by MOAA Vacations. And, I under-
stand that there could be a very nice door prize given 
away. 

At 1:30, Lt Gen Mike Wooley, USAF (Ret), former 
Commander of the USAF Special Operations Command 
at Hurlburt Field, FL (near Eglin AFB), will host a seminar 

VADM Ryan 

On National Security, which 
promises to be an excellent 
update on what is going on 
around us. 
     The last event of the day 
is the signature event of the 
Convention, the Military Ball.  
There will be music for danc-
ing, and FCOC newly 
elected officers will be sworn 
in.  The Keynote Speaker will 
be Lt Gen Allen G. Peck, 
USAF, Commander of Air 
University, Maxwell AFB, AL.  
Having already met Gen 
Peck, and having heard him 

speak, I can assure you that you 
wonôt want to miss this. 

Unlike the waters of the 
Pacific during the Battle of 
Midway, which occurred 67 
years ago in June of 1942, the 
waters of the Gulf of Mexico 
will be warm, friendly, and 
inviting.  So, join us on the 
beach for a great time.  Help 
us remember the sacrifices 
that were made by so many 
men and women over the 
ages. 

And help us honor them 
for all that they have contrib-
uted to our great Country. 

 

Convention Information:  
http://www.MOAAStPeteArea.com 

Call the Sirata: 
1-800-344-5999, ask for Erin. Group is MOAA. 

For Questions answered: 
Please call Don Freese, 727-360-3102 

LtGen Wooley 

LtGen Peck 

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS  
 

CAPT Bill Knehans, USN (Ret) 
Chairman, Legislative Affairs 

 

E very year MOAA sponsors the Coun-
cil and Chapter Presidentsô Seminar 

in March or April depending on Congressô 
schedule.  This signature event, popu-
larly called ñStorming the Hillò, does in-
volve other events and activities, but the 

major thrust is to gather MOAA leaders from all from all 50 
states to lobby our Legislators.  This year three teams will 
represent Florida MOAA members and their families:  (1) 
Council of  Chapters President  COL   Continued on Page 3 - -    
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LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS  (Contôd From Page 2) - - Troy 
Scott, USAR (Ret) and Mrs. Violet Smith of the Auxiliary 
Advisory Committee.  Mrs. Pam Farrand from MOAA 
Headquarters will join them.  (2) RADM Dan Lestage, 
MC, USN (Ret) and COL Sharon Richie-Melvan, USA 
(Ret) both National Board members.  CAPT Stephen Ev-
ans, USN from the Active Duty/Guard/Reserve Advisory 
Committee will accompany this team.  (3) CAPT Bill Kne-
hans, USN (Ret) and Col. Gary Clark, USAF (Ret), also 
both National Board members.  Currently Serving 
Spouse Advisory Committee member Mrs. Cyndi Guem-
mer will join this team. 

 The goal of these teams is to visit our members of 
both bodies of Congress or their Military Affairs staff as-
sistants to convey ñgrassrootsò support of our issues and 
encourage them to sponsor or cosponsor legislation ad-
vancing those issues.  The MOAA Board of Directors has 
selected three priority issues for this year: 
È  Sustain Defense Budget to Fund Both People and 

    Weapons Needs 
È  Bar Disproportional Military Health Fee Increases 
È  Eliminate Financial Penalties for Military-Caused 

   Disabilities and Deaths 
As this is being written, a number of bills have al-

ready been introduced in the House and Senate that will 
accomplish these goals and we are expecting others be-
fore we actually visit Capitol Hill.  Storming the Hill is but 
one ingredient for achieving MOAAôs legislative goals 
and as you have heard so many times, elected officials 
listen to their constituents.  Please support MOAAôs ef-
forts by visiting your legislatorsô local offices and taking 
our message to them.  

are feckless, the more they can enlist other jihadists to 
their cause.  The true center of gravity, however, consists 
of the U.S. economic system and the American people. 

Once the economic system breaks down, bin Laden 
and associates expect the people of America to no longer 
have the willpower or the staying power to endure 
against the protracted war against terror.  Of course al 
Qaeda carried out this strategy operationally in the attack 
on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon. By some 
estimates, the cost to them for the attacks was a half-
million dollars, while the economic damage to us was $80 
billion.  This represents a return on their investment of 
16,000 times the original investment.  And that return 
continues to mount each time TSA agent inspects our 
luggage. 

The attack of Sept. 11, 2001, was only one episode. 
The jihadists have been carrying out their strategy before 
and after September 11, because their goal is to force 
America to react to acts of terror worldwide until the 
United States -- and its people -- are simply exhausted. 
With this in mind, Paul Sperryôs book, Infiltration: 

How Muslim Spies and Subversives have Penetrated 
Washington, could make readers pretty paranoid about 
whatôs happening today in Americaôs economic melt-
down. Sperry asserts that, by 2005, jihadists had 
ñpenetrated the U.S. military, the FBI, the Homeland Se-
curity Department, and even the White House.ò  He does-
nôt claim they have infiltrated the heart of Americaôs finan-
cial system, but the incursions they have made certainly 
raise suspicion.  For them, the ñlong warò has lasted al-
most 1,400 years, so expending a score of years from a 
jihadistôs life span to infiltrate the Wall Street apparatus 
represents an excellent return on investment.  Infiltration 
over time is not difficult because, as Sperry says, they 
are ñten-timesò harder to penetrate than the Italian Mafia.  
So, weôve seen no evidence that the American finan-

cial system has been infiltrated by jihadists.  Besides, bin 
Laden doesnôt need jihadists to create havoc within the 
economy.  Indeed, he must be chuckling with joy, and 
telling his terrorist team, ñWe donôt have to infiltrate 
Americaôs economy to destroy it; theyôre destroying it all 
by themselves.ò 

 
The content of *Crosshairs - Military Matters in Review* may be copied or retransmit-
ted for information purposes, but may not be used for any commercial purpose without 
my written permission. Please include this notice and credit the source as Crosshairs - 
Military Matters in Review by Fred Edwards.   Please visit http://www.milmat.net. 

Osama bin Laden and The 
Economic Meltdown 

 

Military Matters in Review 

LtCol Fred Edwards, USMC (Ret) 
Past President, Florida Council 

M arch 20, 2009 -- In warfare, we speak of centers of 
gravity, which when disabled or destroyed can topple 

the enemy.  In conventional wars, centers of gravity con-
sist of the enemyôs military forces and strategic infrastruc-
ture such as transportation and communication networks.  
For Osama bin Laden and his fellow jihadists, however, 
the American center of gravity is none of that.  It is our 
money.  
In October 2005, Abu Musôab al-Najadi, a Saudi and 

active member of al Qaeda, announced just that to any-
body who cared to read.  He stated that, in the long war 
against America, the Islamists and their al Qaeda spear-
heads are in an era entirely different from earlier cru-
sades. During the Muslim expansion era, wars were 
measured by military strength, so victory went to the su-
perior armies.  ñBut,ò writes al-Najadi, ñour war with Amer-
ica is fundamentally different, for the first priority is defeat-
ing her economically.ò 
Bin Laden himself has publicly declared that he intends 
to ñbleed America to the point of bankruptcy,ò and he is 
quick to notify the world of every success he has had. So, 
for Al-Najadi and bin Laden, the American center of grav-
ity is not  the U.S. military, although the more they can 
create the perception that the military, and its leaders, 

New Veterans Memorial Dedicated 

The Price of Freedom Veterans Memorial in Havana, 
Florida was dedicated recently.  Anyone wanting more 
information should contact  NWAVP LTC Allen DeGraw, 
USA (RET).                

Photo by NWAVP LTC Allen DeGraw, USA (RET) 
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2009 MOAA Communications 

Awards Announced 
 

Councils 
PRINT NEWSLETTERS 
2nd Runner-Up 
The Council Communiqué - - Florida Council of Chapters 
Maj. Marion ñMickò Cotten, USMC-Ret. 
WEB SITES 
1st Runners-Up (tie) 
Florida Council of Chapters -  - www.moaafl.org 
Lt. Cmdr. John Snyder, USN-Ret. 
Chapters - - Category I (400-599 members)  
PRINT NEWSLETTERS 
1st Runner-Up (tie) 
The Sarasota Breeze - - MOA of Sarasota (Fla.) Inc. 
Col. Leonard Friedlander, USAF-Ret. 
and 
The Retrospect - - Tampa (Fla.) 
Cmdr. Stanley Ewanowski, USNR-Ret. 
WEB SITES 
2nd Runner-Up 
MOA of Sarasota (Fla.) Inc. - - www.sarasotamoaa.com 
Capt. Donald Cunningham, USCG-Ret. 
BEST RECRUITING BROCHURE 
MOA of Sarasota (Fla.) Inc. 
Chapters - - Category II (300-399 members)  
PRINT NEWSLETTERS 
1st Runner-Up  
Officers Call - - St. Petersburg (Fla.) 
Lt. Col. Larry Fernald, USAF-Ret.  
2nd Runner-Up  
PMOAA Beacon - - Pensacola (Fla.) 
Rear Adm. Joan Engel, USN-Ret. 
UNIQUE COMMUNICATIONS 
Pensacola (Fla.) - - The chapterôs e-mail network allows 
them to push time-sensitive content to members between 
chapter meetings and newsletters. During 2008, 11 mes-
sages were sent advising members on everything from 

 

FLORIDA COUNCIL OF CHAP-

OFFICERS: 
 President ..................................................................... COL Troy Scott, USAR 
 ñElkeò  941-379-3023 entscott@verizon.net 
 Vice President ......................................................... CAPT  Don  Freese, USN 
 ñSherryò  727-360-3102 donfreeseMOAA@aol.com 
 Northeast Area Vice President ............................ COL Bob Bachmann, USA 
 ñCarolò  904-737-0568 rrbclb@mindspring.com 
 Northwest Area Vice President .............................. LTC Allen DeGraw, USA 
 ñElinò  850-893-6181 adegraw@comcast.net 
 East Central Area Vice President. ............................ LTC Bob LePage, USA 
 ñLorraineò  407-298-7228 Rnota011@aol.com 
 West Central Area Vice President......................LtCol Larry Fernald, USAF 
 ñBarbò  727-522-6237 Larry246MOAA@sprynet.com 
 Southeast Area Vice President ............................ LTC  John  Morrison, USA 
 ñMyra  Mannò  561-842-8404  mmjm223@mindspring.com 
 Southwest Area Vice President. ........................... Col  Norm  Mingle, USAF 
 ñBeckyôò 941-624-3536 nmingle@earthlink.net 
 Secretary .................................................................. LtCol Jim Conner, USAF 
 ñDottieò   239-542-5627 jmcfl@comcast.net 
 Treasurer .............................................................. CWO4 Don Courtney, USA 
 ñDonnaò  941-745-9564 dcourtn3@tampabay.rr.com 
 Immediate Past President............................................ CAPT Bill Monk, USN 
 ñJessicaò  727-943-9414 bilmonk@aol.com 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN:  
 Budget & Finance................................................... CDR William Pulver, USN 
  352-624-9400 jbw32605@aol.com 
 Bylaw Proposals & Resolutions ..................... CAPT Owen Englander, USN 
 ñNancy Nellò  850-479-1108 onenglander@cox.net 
 Communiqu* Editor .................................................. Maj Mick Cotten, USMC 
 ñPaulineò  386-960-5425  mickcotten1@cfl.rr.com 
 Legislative Affairs ................................................... CAPT Bill Knehans, USN 
 ñJeanò  386-233 -9439 wejfgk@cfl.rr.com 
 Florida Legislative Affairs .................................... LtCol Steve Murray, USAF 
  850-668-1645 semurray@embarqmail.com 
 Personal Affairs.......................................................... COL Jon Gordon, USA 
 ñMaryò   941-923-2302 gordonlaw@worldnet.att.net 
 Religious Activities ......................................... Ch (COL) Robert Morris, USA  
 ñJackieò   352-259-9393 RLSIRROM@aol.com 
 Web Site Coordinator ............................................ LCDR John Snyder, USN 
 ñDottieò 904-221-3425  snyd7147@bellsouth.net 
 FMMC/IMMC Editor .............................................. COL Henry W. Ince, USAR 
  352-873-1001 hwince@cfl.rr.com 
 Convention Coordinator. .......................................... Col Ron Buchert, USAF 
 ñShirleyò  813-961-4129  rbuchert@msn.com 
 Annual Convention Chair - 2009 .......................... CAPT  Don  Freese, USN 
 ñSherryò   727-360-3102 donfreeseMOAA@aol.com 

fast-breaking legislative issues to a special effort to sup-
port the local USO at Christmas. 
St. Petersburg (Fla.) Chapter - - The St. Petersburg 
Chapter Directory contains everything you need to know 
as a chapter member, including contact information for 
state and national legislators, how to contact other mem-
bers, useful phone numbers, the chapterôs bylaws, and a 
membership application. 
Chapters - - Category III (200-299 members)  
PRINT NEWSLETTER 
Winner 
Highlights - - Mayport (Fla.) 
Lt. Cmdr. John  Snyder, USN-Ret. 
WEB SITES 
Winner 
Mayport (Fla.) - - www.mpmoaa.org 
Lt. Cmdr. John Snyder, USN-Ret. 
UNIQUE COMMUNICATIONS 
Charlotte Harbor (Fla.) - - The Chapter Handbook 
serves as a valuable resource for new and current mem-
bers who want to contact the chapterôs officers and fellow 
members, review the bylaws, or access useful phone 
numbers and Web sites for veterans and military mem-
bers. 
Chapters - - Category IV (120-199 members) 
UNIQUE COMMUNICATIONS 
Citrus County (Fla.) - - Before upcoming functions, the 
membership list is divided up by service branch and a 
same-service board member calls each member with a 
personal invitation to attend. Board members also check 
to see if the member needs any assistance from the 
chapter. 
Chapters - - Category V (Fewer than 120 members) 
PRINT NEWSLETTERS  
1st Runner-Up  
The Volusia Officerôs Call - - MOC of Volusia Co. (Fla.) 
Maj.  Marion ñMickò Cotten, USMC-Ret.  
WEB SITES 
2nd Runner-Up 
Treasure Coast (Fla.) - - www.orgsites.com/fl/moaa-tcc 
CW2 William Armstrong, USA-Ret.  
  `       Continued on Page 6  (Chapter/Club Happenings) - - 
 

http://www.moaafl.org/
http://www.sarasotamoaa.com/
http://www.mpmoaa.org/
http://www.orgsites.com/fl/moaa-tcc
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