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              Welcome to the special Convention issue of the 
          Communiqué.  This  month we feature all of the exciting
           events planned for our 21-23 May Convention at the 
           Crowne Plaza Hotel and Resort in Ft Myers.  
             The facilities are first class, the weather will be beau
           tiful, and the camaraderie will be superb.  This is a 
           chance to make new friends, reacquaint with old friends,
           share ideas, spin stories and just have an enjoyable 
            time.             
            We will be experiencing a historic event for our Flor-
            ida Council.   We have as our Guest Speaker for the
            Military Ball, General Butch Neal, USMC (Ret.) the 
            Chairman of MOAA.  This  is the first time a MOAA 
            Chairman has attended our Florida convention and we
            are really  honored to have him here.    
 The Calusa Chapter has scheduled a outstanding line-up of  speakers and I know you will 
enjoy our Presidentôs Reception, All Hands breakfast, Seminars and our Military Ball.   Major 
General Jim Dozier, a person familiar with terrorists, will deliver our kick-off  address at the All-
Hands Breakfast.  Seminars on MOAA legislative priorities and chapter programs, the latest 
advances in eye care and surgery, our new travel agency and a special seminar on the Civil 
War by noted author Robert N. Macomber will provide ñ Plenty of Beefò to our program.   And 
we all look forward to hearing from General Neal.           
 Also, this message has to serve as the last one during my Presidency,  we will elect a new 
President during the convention, as Mick Cotten informed me, ñmake this your swan songò - - 
as he says he wonôt publish again until after the convention.         
 I do want to say this has been a very eventful two years for Elke and me.   We have trav-
elled to many chapters, met many old friends and made many new ones, and have had a won-
derful time.  These are  challenging times for our MOAA chapters and I feel that we are rising  
to meet those challenges.  Our political clout has never been needed  more and we have to 
fight to preserve our hard earned entitlements.            
 Our chapters are the most vital grassroots force in the MOAA family and I encourage eve-
ryone to work hard to keep their chapter running smoothly and contributing to their communi-
ties.                     
 Elke and I thanks you for the opportunity to serve you for the past two years. 
           Troy & Elke 

Issue No. 101 
April 2010 

IMPORTANT DATES:   
 È 21APR10 - Names of AVP Nominees due to Council Secretary. 

 È 21-23MAY10 -  Absentee Ballots due to Council Secretary. 

  È 21-23MAY10 - Convention 2010: Crowne Plaza, Ft Myers. 

PRESIDENTôS COMMENTS 
COL TROY SCOTT, USAR (RET) 
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    Legislative Comments 
   

    CAPT Bill Knehans, USN (Ret) 

    Chairman, Legislative Affairs 

 
 

 On 21 April Florida Council of Chapters President, 
COL Troy Scott and his team of Mrs. Joyce Harte, Auxil-
iary Member Advisory Committee and CDR Bob Nolan, 
MOAA National staff will lead the Florida teams as we 
Storm the Hill.  Two other teams, RADM Dan Lestage, 
COL Sharon Richie-Melvan, both National Board mem-
bers, Mrs. Michele Nagorski, Currently Serving Spouse 
Advisory Committee, and Col. Gary Clark, CAPT Bill Kne-
hans, both also National Board members, will fill out the 
Florida contingent.  The teams will visit the Florida Con-
gressional members and advocate for MOAAôs priority 
issues.  Those priority issues are: 
È Active Duty Military Pay Raise (.5% more than 

defense budget proposal). 
È Reserve Retired Pay Equity (credit service since 

9/11 to reduce retirement age). 
È Repeal Concurrent Receipt offset. 
È Eliminate SBP/DIC offset. 

 In view of the challenges facing Congress to fund pro-
grams I anticipate acceptance and support of our issues 
will be a tough sell this year.  I expect to hear the recently 
enacted PAYGO excuse frequently as we make our 
rounds of the office buildings.  Most of our past legislative 
successes have resulted from persistence in our lobbying 
and we will continue to keep our priority issues visible 
again this year.           
 As this is being written, the Senate has passed its ver-
sion of the ñJobs Billò.  This bill includes relief of the Medi-
care 21% reimbursement decrease and several therapy 
caps until 01 October.  The bill now goes to the House 
where it must be passed and sent to the President.  If the 
House amends the bill, it must then be returned to the 
Senate for approval.  Something must be done before 01 
April or under current conditions the decreases go into 
effect.  Complicating this action is the nonstop activity in 
the House on health care reform and the fact that Con-
gress goes into a two week recess on 26 March.  Delaying 
anything resembling permanent action until October is far 
short of what we had hoped for, but maybe it will give 
them time to come up with something to prevent these 
annual maneuverings.         
 The cover wrap of the March Military Officer  in- 

cluded postcards to our Senators and Representative, 
plus an extra for your spouse to send to your Representa-
tive, advocating cosponsorship of bills of special interest 
to us.  I hope these postcards are not still on your issue of 
the magazine.  It only takes a couple minutes to sign the 
cards and maybe even write a short personal note.  If you 
have not done so already, please send them today; it is 
not too late.  second Action Alert.  For non-internet using 
members, please contact the Senators using the MOAA 
sponsored toll free line Capitol Hill switchboard at 1-866-
272-6622.      

Mullen Solidifies 

New War Doctrine 
 

Military Matters in Review  

LtCol Fred Edwards, USMC (Ret) 
Past President, Florida Council 

March 19, 2010 -- The Crosshairs column of March 12 
discussed the new military doctrine announced by Admiral 
Michael G. Mullen, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
early this month, and outlined how we got here. Mean-
while, on March 5, Mullen solidified his doctrine with a 
special release to the American Forces Press Service 
dubbed ñChairmanôs Corner.ò Letôs take a look at where 
we are going.           
 First, his re-statement officially declares three princi-
ples about the proper use of modern military forces. They 
are similar to his first pronouncement, but they are more 
formalized, as follows: 
 1. ñMilitary power should not, maybe cannot, be the  
  last resort of the state.ò       
 2. ñTo the maximum extent possible, force should be 
  applied in a precise and principled way.ò   
 3. ñIn the very dynamic security environment we find 
  ourselves in -- we should welcome a constant  
  struggle between policy and strategy.ò 
 Gone is the Weinberger doctrine (which had 
morphed into the Powell Doctrine) that leans on 
Prussian military philosopher Carl von Clausewitz: 
donôt go to war unless you know why, and if you do 
go, use all the shock and awe you need to win. Ig-
nored is the Clinton doctrine that made the United 
States the worldôs police force whenever it felt mor-
ally justified. And bypassed is the Bush doctrine that 
reserved the right of preemptive war for self-
protection any time the national decision-makers felt 
it necessary.              (Continued  on Page 6 - - )                          
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The 2010 MOAA/FCOC Convention 
Schedule of Events  

 
Fri.  -  21 May Registration..................................... Hotel Lobby ................... 1200-1800 
 Hospitality Room Open ................... Flamingo Suite .............. 1200ï1700 & 2000-? 
      FCOC Board Meeting ..................... Useppa  Room .............. 1500      
    Hotel Chef Cooking Demo* ............. Judge Landis Room ...... 1500 
      Nurseôs Gathering ........................... Hospitality Room ........... 1530 
      Presidentôs Reception ..................... Outside Patio ................. 1800   
Sat. ð 22 May Registration .................................... Hotel Lobby ................... 0700-1730 
  All Hands Breakfast ....................... Fort Myers Ballroom   .... 0730  
 Memorial Service ............................ Fort Myers Ballroom ...... 0830  
     Hospitality Room Open ...................  Flamingo Suite ............. 0900-1700 
           (Computer help, health screenings, shell craft, snacks, gen. info., etc. )  
     FCOC Business Meeting ................ Fort Myers Ballroom ...... 0915  
     Seminar - MOAA Update ................ Fort Myers Ballroom ...... 1030  
     Seminar - Innovations in Eye Care . Useppa Room ............... 1115  
  Buffet Lunch* .................................. Shoeless Joeôs Caf® ...... 1200  
                Seminar - ICE  (MOAA Travel) ........ Useppa Room ............... 1300  
  Seminar - Macomber  ..................... Useppa Room ............... 1330  
  Edison Tour ..................................... Hotel Lobby   ................. 1415  
     Military Ball ..................................... Fort Myers Ballroom ...... 1730 Socializing on Patio 
   1800 Ballroom Opens 
     Hospitality Room Re-opens ............ Flamingo Suite .............. 2100-? 
Alternative activity -  - Saturday 22 May 
    Shopping  Tour/Lunch* ................... Hotel Lobby  .................. 0930 
Sun. ð 23 May FCOC Board Meeting ..................... Useppa  Room .............. 0900 
 Checkout ........................................ Hotel Lobby ................... NLT 1200 
 Complementary coffee & doughnuts in Hospitality Room ...... 0700-1000 
 Or - Pay as you go hotel Breakfast Buffett available in lobby restaurant  
 
Dress for all events is Convention shirt or similar attire except for Military Ball where Mess Dress, 
Formal Attire or Business suit is suggested. 
 
*Not listed on Registration forms,  but a fee and advance sign-up is required.  Contact Dottie Conner at 
dccalusa@comcast.net or (239) 542-5627. 
 

For the latest convention info; Google MOAA/FCOC (or go to the Florida Council of Chapters website, 
www.moaafl.org) and click on the ñconventionò tab, then the ñConvention Infoò tab in the screen that opens. 
Now, if youôve gotten this far we have a surprise for you.   We are going to give you a clue.  The answer is hidden 

deep in the information on the next three (3) pages.   The first one to contact us with the correct answer will win a wine 
basket.   Must be present to win.   Host chapter (Calusa) members excluded.   And now the clue:  What branch of military 
service does Peter Wake belong to?  Send answer to dccalusa@comcast.net or (239) 542-5627.  

mailto:dccalusa@comcast.net
http://www.moaafl.org
mailto:dccalusa@comcast.net
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INSIDE SCOOP ON THE 
2010 FCOC CONVENTION!!! 

 
LOCATION, LOCATION, 
LOCATION -  - This 
yearôs convention, May 
21 ï 23  will be at the 
Crowne Plaza hotel in Ft. 
Myers, featuring many 
amenities from free park-
ing to free wireless high-

speed internet in every room,  plus a great location at a 
mall with over 40 shops including Saks 5th Avenue and 
Chicoôs.   The cost is just $90.00 per night per room with 
no additional taxes or fees.  We are saving you the extra 
charges by doing the registration for you with the hotel.  
Google MOAA/FCOC (or go to the Florida Council of 
Chapters website, www.moaafl.org) and click on the 
ñconventionò tab, then choose ñ2010ò for details and regis-
tration form or contact Jim Conner at 239-542-5627 or 
jmcfl@comcast.net.  See you there!     
 
SPECIAL SEMINARS -  -  

 Col. Lee Lange USMC-Ret. served 38 
years in the Marine Corps.  During his ca-
reer, he was  involved with Operation Fre-
quent Wind (the evacuation of Viet Nam), 
and served with the 2nd Marine Division dur-
ing the 1st Gulf War. He joined the staff of 
MOAA in 2001 as a member of the Govern-

ment Relations Dept. and is now Director of the Council 
and Chapter Affairs Dept.  He will be speaking to us on 
ñMeeting the Chapter Membership Challengeò.  

  

  Our seminar on the latest advances in 
eye surgery will feature Dr. Ben Martin, a 
MOAA member and retired Air Force Flight 
Surgeon who specializes in glaucoma 
treatment.   Dr. Martin has served as Chief 
of Ophthalmology and Surgical Services at 
MacDill Air Force Base and as Flight Sur-

geon at PhuCat Air Base in Vietnam. 
  

 Dr. Farrell Tyson will also speak on eye 
care advances.   A Johns Hopkins graduate 
with a degree in Biomedical Engineering, 
Dr. Tyson works on the research and devel-
opment of new treatments for cataracts and 
eye diseases.   He has spoken to ophthal-

mologists throughout the world and the United States. 

MOAAôs new travel agency, ICE, will have 
their representative John Cullen there to ex-
plain all the advantages of the new company 
thatôs now handling MOAA Travel, and ICE 
will be offering a drawing for a free weeks 
vacation at one of their luxury resorts!   
é.and a seminar just for fun!  The Tropical 
Civil War Join award-winning author and 
lecturer Robert N. Macomber for a discus-
sion of the American Civil War along Flor-
ida's coasts. From block-running to guerrilla 
hit & runs to combined-arms amphibious 
operations, Florida saw it all, throughout the 

conflict to the very end. Learn just how tough the men on 
both sides really were, along with some facts that will sur-
prise you about the war in Florida.  When not researching 
and lecturing around the world, Mr. Macomber welcomes 
visitors at www.robertmacomber.com . 
 
SPECIAL SPEAKERS -  -  

 Maj. General James Dozier, USA 
ret., will speak at the all Hands Break-
fast.  He was kidnapped by the Italian 
ñRed Brigadeò terrorist group in 1984 and 
held for 42 days.  He will speak on 
ñCurrent Dynamics of International Ter-
rorismò.   His talk will be relevant to to-

dayôs terrorist activities,  since he has dealt with them per-
sonally.  For more fascinating details about his capture, 
Google ñGen. James Dozierò and click on the Wikipedia 
story and the article from the British papers. 

 General Richard Neal, USMC Ret. 
will be our keynote speaker at the Mili-
tary Ball.  Gen. Neal is Chairman of the 
Board of MOAA.  He has his finger on 
the pulse of our whole organization and 
knows whatôs really going on.  This is the 
Man at the Top.  Bring your questions!   
 
   

TOURS -  -  
 Along with our seminars, we have a 
tour set up to visit the Edison-Ford Winter 
Estates.  Thomas Edison and Henry Ford 
were best friends ï Ford even bought the 
house right next to Edisonôs so they could 
be close to each other.  We will have a 
guide dressed in period costume who takes 

on the character he/she is portraying ï it might be Mrs. 
Minna Edison telling you about her       (Continued on Page 5)  

http://www.moaafl.org
mailto:jmcfl@comcast.net
http://www.robertmacomber.com/

