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Presidentõs Message 
Lt Col Jim Conner, USAF (Ret) 

chapters and we have been doing some 
things at the Council level.  See Dottieôs 
article on this subject and if your chapter 
is interested in coming on line let me 
know. 
 

Hope to see you in Sarasota 7-9 Jun! 
 

Jim 
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We are moving forward with the new 
recruiting program and I am pleased with 
the emphasis chapters are putting on 
recruiting. Membership rosters are a key 
in determining chapterôs eligibility for 
monetary rewards in the new recruiting 
program and Brian Anderson from MOAA 
Council and Chapters has told me that the 
Florida chapters have done an excellent 
job of updating their rosters.   
 

Recruiting is a challenge and we need to 
use all the tools we have.  You now have 
a new tool to work with:   ñConstant 
Contactò.  This is the internet program that 
Palm Beach Martin Counties used for 
registrations in the 2012 Convention and 
for their Officer Calls. Marc Oliveri, FCOC 
membership chair, is the leader on this 
and many of you heard his presentation at 
the Winter Leadership Forum.  We have 
expanded the availability of this program 
to all the Chapters.  Get in touch with 
Marc if you want to use it for a recruiting 
event.   
 

I am going to be at MOAA Hq for the 
annual Storming of the Hill.  Your contact 
with the representative from your district 
and our senators will certainly give our 
teams an advantage in gaining their 
support when we visit them 17 April.  We 
will discuss DODôs misleading information 
about military personnel and health care 
costs and concurrent receipt inequities.  
Also while there, VADM Ryan will 
announce the Col Marvin J. Harris 
Communication Awards winners.  Iôm 
hoping to see many of you on the list.  
Donôt forget that the Level of Excellence 
submissions are due 1 June.   
 
MOAA Connect is the social network that 
MOAA is bringing on line.  The Cape 
Canaveral Chapter was one of the pilot 

 

The Bradenton Chapter ROTC  

Awards 
 

Jerry L. Neff, President 
Bradenton County Chapter 
 
The Bradenton Chapter will be holding 
the Annual JROTC Scholarship Awards 
Lunch on April 24, at the Bradenton 
Country Club.   
 
This year we will be awarding a total of 
$12,000 in scholarships to Cadets from 
the six high schools in Manatee County. 
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Legislative Comments 
Col Fran Martin, USAF (Ret) 

 After months of talking about the ñS 
wordòésequestrationéwe seem to have 
another ñS wordò on our plates: 
speculation.  As we view the 
sequestration ódanceô, it certainly 
appears to be in a óone step forward, two 
steps backô rhythm.  Does anyone know 
where this is going?  Frankly, I never 
thought weôd be at this ódanceô, but since 
we are here, letôs review the dance floor: 
 
TUITION ASSISTANCE 
 

After suspending tuition assistance due 
to the sequestration budget cuts, the 
Pentagon has restored funding for this 
important program for the Army, Air 
Force, Navy and Marine Corps.  
However, tuition assistance for Coast 
Guard veterans remains suspended 
since the Coast Guard operates under 
the Dept of Homeland Security. 
 
CIVILIAN FURLOUGHS 
 

After announcing a civilian furlough of 22 
unpaid days, the new plan is for 14 

 
BUDGET 

 

BUDGET 
 

WHOôS GOT THE 
 

BUDGET? 

 

unpaid days.  Furlough notices will go 
out to the DoD civilian workforce on April 
5 and the furloughs will start in June.  As 
you may expect, civilians serving in war 
zones and critical public safety jobs will 
be exempt.  All others are tightening their 
beltsðand their personal finances--
accordingly. 
 
BUDGET, BUDGETéWHOôS GOT THE 
BUDGET? 
 

In the ongoing battle of the budget 
during the sequestration ódanceô, it 
becomes increasingly difficult to 
determine which partner is leading.  One 
thing is certain: everyone is dancing to a 
tune theyôve never heard before.  And it 
seems that the military members, 
veterans and their families are 
ówallflowersô, relegated to the sidelines 
while the tune keeps changing.  
Hopefully, a clear óbandleaderô will 
emerge soon.   
 

Mackenzie Awarded French Legion of Merit 
Gary DeKay, President, Flagler County Chapter 

 
 
Flagler County MOAA Chapter member 
Ian Mackenzie, 89, of Palm Coast was 
awarded the French Legion of Merit at a 
ceremony in Daytona Beach, January 
29,

 
2013.  Mackenzie,was a pilot who 

flew 79 missions in a P-38 at Normandy, 
moving on to other campaigns in France, 
Belgium and Germany.  

Established by Napoleon Bonaparte in 
1802, the medal is the most prestigious 
honor given by France for exceptional 
merit. Notable American recipients in 
the past include Thomas Edison, 
Dwight D. Eisenhower and Colin 
Powell. 
 

Congratulations Ian! 
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A major change is being implemented at 
The Annual Florida Convention, in that 
The Memorial Service is being moved 
from Saturday morning to Sunday 
morning.  There was some concern that 
too much was being squeezed into a 
very tight schedule.  The Memorial 
Service has been for many years one of 
the important features of the 
Convention, and during my tenure they 
have all been exceedingly and 
reverently well done.  By the way, the 
Hosting Chapter is the responsible party 
for planning and executing this Service 
and the Council Chaplain serves as an 
advisor and participant as requested or 
needed.  It is very important to me for 
this Service to continue its fine tradition. 
 
This brings us to the question of 
whether or not our Members will remain 
in Sarasota just a bit longer to pay 
honor to those of our Organization who 
have passed from this life to the next.  
As Council Chaplain, I implore all of you 
make this Service a priority, and I fully 
expect a good attendance, not for my 

sake, but for those we honor and those 
who will be working hard to make this a 
special spiritual occasion.   
 
Chaplain Charles Caudill, Colonel USAF 
Retired, will be planning and leading the 
Service this year. For now, I am 
scheduled to offer The Benediction.  It 
has been my privilege to know Chaplain 
Caudill a good many years from the 
time that he served as the Senior 
Chaplain at Langley Air Force Base, and 
his fifteen years as Chaplain for the 
Cadets at The Virginia Military Institute.  
I can guarantee that you will be pleased 
with our Convention Memorial Service 
and the brief delay in your departure will 
be well worth it.   
 
Weather permitting the Service will be 
just outside of The Convention Center, 
beginning promptly at 9:00 a.m.    
 
Chaplain (COL) Robert L. Morris, Jr. 
USA Ret   rlsirrom@aol.com  

 

  
 

Memorial Service 
Chaplain (COL) Robert L. Morris, Jr.  USA Retired 

 

The Memorial 
Service is being 

moved from 
Saturday morning 

to Sunday 
morning. 

MOAA has started a new way for 
chapters and members to 
communicate with each other across 
all of MOAA nationwide.  A way to talk 
to each other and exchange ideas and 
problems about anything.  Sort of like 
a Facebook but for MOAA members 
only.  It also has blogs so people can 
just voice their views.   
 

I have started posting Bits & Pieces to 
MOAA Connect so that other chapters 
around the country can also benefit 
from our good ideas.  Iôve removed 
names and contact info but I usually 
tell what chapter it came from.  
 

If you want to see what MOAA 
Connect looks like, type ñmoaa 
connectò into your search bar.   
Basically thatôs all you can do right 
now unless youôre already signed in 
and have a password.  If you want to 
get a password and dig further into it, 
contact your Florida Council of 
Chapters President, Jim Conner at 
(239) 542-5627 or jmcfl@comcast.net 
and he can help you get a password.   
 
This is a new thing, just getting off the 
ground.   Have fun with it!    
 

 
 

MOAA Connect                              

Dottie Conner 

A new way for 
chapters and 
members to 

communicate.. 

mailto:rlsirrom@aol.com
mailto:jmcfl@comcast.net
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East Central Area Vice President: 

Col. Susan Neugebauer, USAF 

 

Susan grew up in the Catskill Mountains of upstate 
New York.  Her world was pretty normal but it 
changed forever one afternoon when she was a 
senior in college.  She was playing the piano in her 
dormitory common room when an Air Force recruiter 
came in and asked her where sheôd like to be at that 
time next year.  On a whim, she said ñGermanyò and 
he said ñI can make it happen.ò   

Susan joined the Air Force and began a career in 
Intelligence with the help of that recruiter.    After 
finishing the Intelligence school at Lowry AFB 
Colorado, she was enthusiastic about her first 
assignment.  It was to the 483 Tactical Airlift Wing at 
Cam Ranh Bay AB South Viet Nam.  The war was 
winding down and the Intelligence unit was closing, 
so to complete her Southeast Asia tour she was 
assigned to Task Force Alpha at the Nakhon 
Phanom Royal Thai Air Base.  You notice sheôs still 
not in Germany. 

Next she was assigned to the 67
th
 Tactical 

Reconnaissance Wing at Bergstrom AFB, Texas.  
There she worked with aircrew members and 
supported wing operations.   As she was newly 
married to Hans, she enjoyed living in a real house 
instead of a hooch like in Southeast Asia. 

Finally, she went to Germany.  She and Hans lived 
near Kaiserslautern and worked at Sembach AB.   
They loved Germany and travelled all over Europe.  
They especially enjoyed the ñvolks marches,ò 
Christmas markets and würsts! 

After four years, they moved to Offutt AFB in 
Nebraska, which was Headquarters for Strategic Air 
Command (SAC).  After years in Tactical Air 
Command and living in Europe, the adjustment to 
SAC was taxing.   After careful consideration, Hans 
retired; she left active duty.  They moved to upstate 
New York and she began serving special duty tours 
as an Air Force Reservist in Washington, D.C.   

In 1985 she attended Air Command and Staff College, 
and then she returned to active duty for a job with the Air 
Force Intelligence Agency at Fort Belvoir, VA.   Hans and 
Susan moved to Alexandria, VA to enjoy sight-seeing 
opportunities in the area.   

After this tour, she was assigned to the J-4 Logistics 
Directorate in the Pentagon.  The Gulf War started 
shortly after her assignment began.  Talk about logistics!  
Moving armies and their housing, food, and everything 
else imaginable to the desert.  All those Reservists out 
there reading this take note:  Susan and her Army 
colleague drafted the paperwork to recall Reservists to 
Active Duty. 

After this tour, she was asked to work for the Air Force 
Inspector General.   There went the next four years of her 
life.   

Finally she retired back to upstate New York.  There she 
served as a representative on a County Planning Board 
and was a State Chairman in the Daughters of the 
American Revolution.  She and Hans wanted to travel 
and they decided that Florida was near cruise ship ports, 
the excitement of Cape Canaveral, etc.  So, happily for 
us, they moved here and sheôs been busy helping 
MOAA, FCOC and the Cape Canaveral chapter ever 
since.   

Now hereôs an interesting tidbit:   when Susan moved to 
Florida she was already a life member of MOAA.  Her 
neighbor kept asking her to join the local (Cape 
Canaveral) MOAA chapter but she kept saying she didnôt 
need to join a chapter, she was already in MOAA.  He 
finally convinced her to go to a meeting and join.  She 
eventually became the President of the chapter and now 
sheôs the Area Vice President for six chapters.  She is the 
type of person youôre all now working to recruit this year 
ï National MOAA members who are not members of 
chapters.  See what an asset that persistent neighbor 
brought to MOAA/FCOC/ Cape Canaveral chapter? 
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Presentingéé 

 

Southwest Area Vice President 

Col. Len Friedlander, USAF  

 

Col. Len Friedlander, USAF (ret.), went from high school 
dropout to Vice Commander in one career! 

Len quit high school and started working on his own, 
then decided to try the Air Force.  He enlisted as an 
airman, went through Basic Training and went off to 
Germany.  He was a happy bachelor working as a radar 
operator there when he met the beautiful and talented 
Christa at a social gathering in Berlin.  They married and 
had their first child, Susan, and suddenly Len was 
supporting a family, not just himself, so he started taking 
classes at night.  He finished his high school degree and 
was 2 years into a college degree when he was 
selected for the Air Force Airmanôs Education & 
Commissioning Program. 

The Air Force sent Len to Syracuse University to finish 
college, then to Officer Training School and his 
commissioning as a Second Lieutenant with 10 years 
Active Duty under his belt. 

They had another child while Len was at Syracuse, 
Danny, and Len & Christa now have three grandchildren 
and three great-grandchildren. 

As an officer, Len worked in computers, intelligence, 
communications and command and control systems.   
After multiple assignments at SAC Headquarters and 
the Pentagon, and assignments to Service Schools and 
Michigan State university for his Masters Degree, Len 
and Christaôs last overseas assignment was to Ankara 
Turkey for three years, which they loved.   

It was an exciting time.  Len was the Commander of the 
Communications Group with ten units ï Squadrons and 
Detachments - spread across the country.  While he 
was overseeing their operations, the First Gulf War 

erupted and things got very active.  Communications 
support was established for AWACS, airlift, tanker, 
and fighter operations at US installations, and new 
operating locations for Search and Rescue operations 
were set up as well.   During this time, Len was 
working with the Turkish military to get this all set up 
and running. 

These actions spilled over into a humanitarian relief 
effort called Operation Provide Comfort.   After the 
Gulf War hostilities ended, Saddam Hussein began 
attacking the Kurds in the north of Iraq, near the 
border with Turkey.  To escape the onslaught, the 
Kurds began coming over the mountains into Turkey 
with nothing but the clothes on their backs.  The 
Americans and Turkish military set up refugee camps 
with the US Military providing medical supplies and 
support, and flying supplies in to the camps.  
Subsequently, a NO FLY Zone was established over 
northern Iraq with fighter aircraft flying out of Incirlik 
AB in Turkey, allowing the Kurds to return to their 
homes in Iraq. 

His last year in Turkey, Len was the Vice Commander 
of The US Logistics Group (TUSLOG) which had 
administrative control of all US Forces in Turkey, and 
coordinated all US activities with the Turkish military. 

Quite a road travelled from High School dropout days!  
He can be very proud of his accomplishments and 
weôre proud to have him as our Area Vice President.   

PS ï Len is now doing the Convention Magazine for 
the 2013 Florida Council of Chapters convention in 
Sarasota.  Thatôs a huge job, so when you get your 
copy think about the man who made it!  
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        Presentingéé 

 

Southeast Area Vice President:  

LTC Marc Oliveri, USAR 

At the end of his junior year in college, Marc signed up 
for a Marine Officer Candidate School program run by St. 
Johns University, at Quantico.  He had decided he 
wanted to go to Vietnam and have a military career.  
Things usually donôt go exactly as planned in lifeé 

After some basic training at Quantico he went to Camp 
Lejeune and joined a Motor Transport Group, then he 
was off to Vietnam from Feb.1969-Feb.1970, in charge of 
a platoon in the 7

th
 Motor Division.  For his first six 

months he was a Convoy Commander, then the last six 
months he went to Headquarters and served as the 
Company Commander.  

Back from Vietnam, he decided to change directions and 
took a job in management with the New York Telephone 
Company and began a Management Development 
Program run by the company.  The timing was good for 
Marc. The telephone company was having worker strikes 
so managers stepped in to cover their jobs as best they 
could, working 11-14 hours a day and getting lots of 
overtime pay. 

He didnôt leave the military altogether.  For the next 19-20 
years he joined the Army Reserves because they had 
reserve units nearby.  He worked in the 318

th
 

Transportation Battalion and at times they worked on 
possible war scenarios focused on Egypt and that area.  
They would use actual documentations for realism, and 
the unit even deployed to Egypt for two weeks to 
experience desert conditions.  

Meanwhile, back at his day job, he collaborated with a 
group of other young single guys to split the cost of a 
vacation rental beach cottage in West Hampton on Long 
Island in the summers, and a condo in Vermont for skiing 
in the winters.  It was at the beach house that he met 
Jenine one sunny weekend. She was a guest of one of 
the other guysô girl friend and Marc knew a good thing 
when he saw it!   

After they married he left the lively single scene and 
instead bought a house in Pennsylvania for summer 
vacations for their growing family, now two boys and one 
girl. 

He also bought a horse and would ride with 6-8 
neighbors to someoneôs house, have breakfast, then 
ride trails all morning.  His children also learned to ride.  

After 15 years he left the phone company and bought a 
hair salon.  Not to run it, but as a business to manage.  
Then he bought another, then another, until he had four.  
He managed those for about ten years.  

Jenine, meanwhile, taught English in high school and 
raised their three children while they all lived on Long 
Island.   

During these years Marc was working his day job as a 
manager, was in the Reserves, and going to night 
school to get his Master degree in Business 
Administration with a Concentration in Finance.  (He 
probably could have taught the course!)  On class days 
he would leave for work at 5:30 AM, go straight to class 
after work, and not get home until 11:00 PM at night.   

Marcôs friend had convinced him to buy the 
Pennsylvania house, so when that same friend invited 
him to Florida to see his new house there, Jenine said, 
ñI hope we donôt buy a house in the week that weôre 
thereò, but sure enough, before the week was out they 
bought a new house.  Then they sold the Pennsylvania 
house and retired to their new community in West Palm 
Beach. 

Weôre glad they did, because heôs brought his expertise 
to many  things that benefit his chapter, FCOC, and 
MOAA such as the fantastic 2012 Convention that Marc 
and Jenine co-chaired in West Palm Beach, with its 
great speakers and bagpipe band, tours, and 
outstanding locale.  Jim and I still hear great comments 
about it as we travel around to the chapters.   And thatôs 
just one of the pies heôs had his finger in!  Wherever 
Marc is, life is lively! 
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To Contact Your Area Vice President?   
 

1. In your search bar, type ñmoaa/fcocò 
2. Click on ñMOAA Florida Council of Chapters ï 
ñHomeò  (must be home) 

3. Click on ñCouncilò  
4. A list of Florida Council officers displays.  Scroll 

down to your Area Vice President and click on 
ñSend Emailò 

5. Fill out the email form and send it ï the AVP will 
receive it and reply back to you. 

 

Communiqué Kudos to: 
 

Dottie Conner for the AVP Interviews 
and information. 

Area VP Contact & Coverage Info 
AREA Coverage 

 
East Central Area ï Cape Canaveral (Patrick AFB), 
Indian River (Vero Beach), Lake & Sumter Counties 
(Lakeland), Central Florida (Orlando), MOC of 
Volusia (Deland), and Treasure Coast (Fort Pierce) 
chapters. 
 
Southwest Area - Bradenton, Charlotte Harbor 
(Punta Gorda), Lee Coast (Sanibel), MOA of 
Sarasota, MOA of South West Florida (Naples), MOA 
of South Central Florida (Sebring), and Venice Area 
chapters.  

 
Southeast Area - Broward County (Deerfield Beach), 
Florida Gold Coast (Coral Gables), Palm Beach Area 
(Boynton Beach), Palm Beach-Martin Counties 
(Jupiter), South Dade (Princeton) chapters, and there 
is an effort to get a Florida Keys chapter up and 
running again 

RADM Robin M. Ikeda, MD, Lee County Chapter Dinner Speaker 
 
RADM Robin M. Ikeda, MD, MPH, USPHS, Director of Non-Communicable Diseases, 
Injury Prevention and Environmental Health of the Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention, Atlanta, Ga., and RADM Roger Triftshauser, President of the  Lee Coast 
Chapter of MOAA.  Speaking at the chapter dinner she had this message:   Among 
adults over 65, falls are the leading cause of injury/ death, but with attention to 
preventive steps like exercise and watching for side effects of medicine, these risks 
can be significantly reduced. 
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March 15, 2013 
   

Press Release: Republican Party of Florida  
  

TALLAHASSEE - The Republican Party of Florida 
(RPOF) will donate $300,000 to the Florida 
Veterans Foundation, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit group, 
after learning that political contributions had been 
raised from an organization that now stands 
accused of using veteran's charities as a front for 
alleged illegal activity. 
  

"RPOF respects our nation's veterans, and we have 
zero tolerance for this kind of activity," said 
Chairman Lenny Curry. "It is outrageous to all 
Floridians that anyone would use our veterans as a 
front for criminal actions." 
  

After a thorough review of financial records in 
connection with this case, RPOF has received 
approximately $271,000 during the current and 

most recent campaign cycle from entities currently 
under investigation. 
  
"This is a complex, ongoing case and new facts may 
develop," said Curry. "But RPOF has a history of 
supporting the men and women who serve in the 
military, and we will always do everything we can to 
support America's veterans. That is why we will 
contribute a total of $300,000 to this great 
organization and the heroes they help."  
  

Please note: Florida has a very broad public records 
law. Most written communications to or from state 
officials regarding state business are public records 
available to the public and media upon request. Your 
e-mail communications may therefore be subject to 
public disclosure.  
 

Jim Brodie, PH: 850-487-1533 Ext 7705 

 

Republican Party of Florida to Donate $300,000 to 

Veterans Foundation 
Jim Brodie, Director of Legislative and Cabinet Affairs, Florida Department of Veteransô Affairs 
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On the greenéé. 
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Bill Knehans receives a patch 
for Council service from FCOC 
President, Jim Conner 

Calusa Shrimp Boil 


