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Florida Council of Chapters
Military Officers Association of America

p President &

CDRPatrick R (Pat) Kluever, USN, Ret.
Naval Aviator (1320) - Navy Test Pilot School
Graduate (Class71)

Ahoy Shipmates!

As able-bodied seaman and honored members
of the Florida Council of Chapters crew, your
presence (with your spouse or other as
appropriate) is requested at the renowned
Renaissance hotel and convention center in the
S Ancient City of St Augustine at the famous

World Golf Village just off 1-95 on 19 & 20 May
V P Message 2 2023.

12 M h | 4 . .
onthCalendar Your convention team has met several times at

the Renaissance and it is a magnificent venue
with a wonderful staff in a one-of-a-kind setting

Convention Details 5-10

Chaplain® Message 11 at the World Golf Village. Take time to walk and

Bereonal Affaire o relax in the serene surroundings, while just a short drive away are a treasure
chest of family attractions and history in the oldest continuously inhabited city

Suming SeerEe 14 in our country. First-mate Steve Bond will explain details of this spectacular
event in a following article. Ron and Nancy Birchall and their team from

Legislative Affairs 16 Ancient City Chapter have arranged some outstanding events both at the
Renai ssance and downtown in St Augus

FDVA Update 18

Our special convention rate applies 3 days before and 3 days after, so come
early and stay late, and bring family to visit some of the amazing attractions
and beaches in and near St Augustine.

Chapter Activities

FCoC Information,
Chapte_rs, Boart_i &
COMMIKEE ChalS If golf is your game, take advantage of great rates for the charity golf
tournament starting at 0800 on 19 May. The Slammer & Squire course is an
18-hole, 6,939-yard course designed by architect Bobby Weed along with

World Golf Hall of Fame Members, Sam Snead (the "Slammer") and Gene
Sarazen, (the ASquire”). You'll disc
the short game which was reflective of the finesse game that made the

"Slammer" and "Squire" legends. The proceeds of this tournament will all go to

Submit Input to: . i
Randall Fiebrandt, CDR, combat homelessness for veterans in the St Augustine area.
USCG (Ret) - Editor

rfiebs1953@gmail.com

Mary and | served as your advanced party so beware of immense gators at the

Continued on next page


mailto:rfiebs1953@gmail.com

April 2023 The Council Communiéu Paae2

St Augustine gator farm. The photo shows President Pat being rescued from the jaws of a big-

one at AT HMWRenh&sadvised that you might encounter pirates or buccaneers both in

town and at the Renaissance - we had our photo taken with a pirate so you will know what to look
for.

You will enjoy self-parking at the Renaissance that is close, plentiful,
and free. Your automated driving assistant will take you to the hotel if
you load in 500 South Legacy Trail, St Augustine, FL 32092. Three
venue map displays are provided below to assist if needed (with
increasing detail). Be sure to enter the above address for the
Renaissance, as there are other World Golf Village venues on both
sides of 1-95 at Exit 323.

| look forward to seeing you at this wonderful event and | want to
personally thank Ron and Nancy Birchall and their outstanding Ancient
City Chapter team for planning and managing this amazing convention
for our Florida MOAA members and guests - Well Done Team!! Bravo
Zulu!!

Best Regards,
Commander Pat

Vice Presid

COL Steve Bond, USA (Ret)

April is here and it feels like summer outside--That also means we are gearing

up for MOAAOGs signature | egislative push
final preparation for our annual Florida-wide Convention next month! Meanwhile,

our Membership Campaign is in full swing to attract new members into our

chapters.

First, on the Membership Campaign--Over the past several months we have worked with MOAA

National to encourage the over 30,000 non-chapter MOAA members in Florida to join a chapter. On
April5",  MOAA President and CE ORadt)fsenGamemaiitdtiase MOAA | y (U
members residing in Florida who are not chapter members, encouraging them to join a local

chapter. The email also informs them how to find the nearest chapter and invites them to our May
convention. Our goal with this push is to let those non-chapter MOAA members know what we do

and get them to join a chapter. The next step in the campaign is for chapters to send an invitation

email (from MOAA) to non-chapter MOAA members in their area and invite them to a chapter

luncheon, dinner, Officers Call, or other event, and to join. Instructions for requesting the MOAA

email went out to Area Vice Presidents and Chapter Presidents earlierthis mont h. Let 6s
the momentum to build stronger chapters and raise our numbers--Let me know if you have any

guestions!

MOAA Take

Continued on next page

Action
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-
In concert with MOAA, our Florida Advocacy in Action campaign is NOTABLE DATES FOR
underway! The council has plans to meet with all the Florida APRIL & MAY

Congressional Delegation or their staffers on Capitol Hill on April

26™. All our Chapters and members are key to this effort, and we

need your supportto sendinthepre-pr i nt ed | etters
Military Officer Magazine and TAKE ACTION through MOAA 6 s
Legislative Action Center to convey your support. Our legislative

team has more information on how chapters and members help.
Letdbs make sure our vodloudly!i s hear

The annual Convention is right around the corner and is shaping up
to be a momentous event! Hosted by the Ancient City Chapter, it is
at the Renaissance Hotel in the World Golf Village in St. Augustine
from May 19™-21st. There is more information on the convention in
this newsletter, but it includes a golf tournament at one of the world-
class golf courses there, tours and activities in St. Augustine, a
bourbon tasting, presentation of Harris Communications Awards, a
military ball and more! Registration is now opend go to our website
(www.MOAAFL.org). Note: Registration closes on April 27t

Chapter leaders please encourage participation by your members
and support the Convention with an ad in the convention programad
artwork and payment are due by April 15!

At the convention, we have an outstanding lineup of Business
Partners and exhibitors. We appreciate their support to ensure the
convention is a success. Please help us show our appreciation by
visiting their tables, talking to the representatives, and viewing their
advertisements. We can not do a convention of this size and keep
the costs low without them! For a preview of the participating
business partners, advertisers, and exhibitors, see page 7.

Looking forward to
seeing you in St.
Augustine!

Steve

MOAA Take

Action
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2023 MOAA Community Outreach (former USAA grant program) is
open until all funds are depleted

24-28 APR 23: Advocacy in Action (AiA) in D.C.

01 MAY 23: Level of Excellence (LOE) Application window closes
18-21 MAY 2023 - FCoC Convention, World Golf Village St Augustine
31 MAY 23: AMBA (Mercer) Ad Program Application window closes
01 JUN 23: Legislative Liaison Nomination window closes

01 JUN 23: Surviving Spouse Excellence Award Nomination window
closes

31 AUG 23: Tentative Date - FCoC Budget & Finance Committee
Meeting

21 OCT 23: FCoC Fall Board Meeting (Virtual)

28-31 SEP 23: Georgia State Convention - Dahlonega, Georgia
25-27 JAN 24: FCoC Leadership Training Seminar - Orlando at Rosen
Centre

01 FEB 24: Harris Communication Award Input Due

28 FEB 24: MOAA Foundation Grant Request window closes

01 MAR 24 - MOAA Scholarship application window closes

APR 24 (TBR): Advocacy in Action (AiA) in D.C.

01 MAY 24: Level of Excellence (LOE) Application window closes
13-15 May 24: FCoC Convention, Shores Resort & Spa Daytona Beach
31 MAY 24: AMBA (Mercer) Ad Program Application window closes
01 JUN 24: Legislative Liaison Nomination window closes

01 JUN 24: Surviving Spouse Excellence Award Nomination window
closes

N

ITIT4Z20ZZ
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Quiz of the Month:

April 30th is National Military Brat Day - Do you
know where the term, fi Mi | i mighthave Br at o
come from? Take a guess. Answer on Page 20.

MOAA Take

Action
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r1 ®
l[ll OAA Military Officers Association of America

Military Officers Association of America Ancient Ci ty Ch apter

Il s hosting the é

2023 FCoC Annual Convention

The Ancient City Chapter (MOAA-ACC) located in St. Augustine, Florida is honored to be hosting
the Florida Council of Chapters Annual Convention in 2023.

St. Augustine, the Oldest City in the U.S., is known for its Spanish colonial architecture as well as
Atlantic Ocean beaches, numerous historic military sites and 457 years of history.

Some sites of interest include: The Castillo de San Marcos, the National Military Cemetary at the
St. Francis Barracks, Fort Matanzas, Fort Mose, St. Augustine Lighthouse, The Alligator Farm, the
Lightner Museum, Flagler College, and The Pirate Museum.

And donodot forget to stroll St. Geor ge St nresaarantswi t h

The Convention will be hald at the Renaissance World Golf Village Resort, 500 S. Legacy Trail, St.
Augustine, FL 32092. There you can enjoy a tour of the World Golf Hall of Fame or enjoy a unique
movie experience at the IMAX Theater.

The Convention is being held 19 1 21 May 2023 and Group Room Rates will be honored for all
attendees three days before and three days after the Convention.*

Play Golf i Win Prizesi Meet other Chapter Members

MOAA-ACC presents the Slammer & Squire Charity Golf Tournament, Friday, 19 May 2023, 0800
Shotgun Start, 4- person Scrambe. Email: MOAACCMembers@gmail.com for details.

If you choose to fill out the 2023 Convention Registration Form, pleae mail the complete form along
withyourc heck to the addr ess bmdaalwrgd .or Reesge rsvtaeei oonnsl i
submitted by April 27™, 2023. Cutoff date to cancel with reimbursement is 12 May 2023.

Register and nkRaajl.orgddn loirn ena&kte check payabl e
FCoC i 2023 Convention
P.O. 60603
Ft. Myers, FL 33906

Questions / Comments

Please send an email to MOAAACCMembers@gmail.com or call

Ron Birchall, LTC 7 USA (Ret), MOAA-ACC Convention Chair at 904-794-2883
See you there!

MOAA Take

Action
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2023 FCoC CONVENTION AGENDA

DATE START END FUNCTION ROOM
THURSDAY
5/18/23 1600 1700 Early Event Registration Hospitality Suite 237238
FRIDAY
5M19/23 0800 1430 Golf Tournament Slammer & Squire
5/19/23 0800 1500 Hotel Registration Hotel Desk - Lobby
5/19/23 0800 1800 Event Registration Hospitality Suite
5/19/23 0800 1800 Exhibits St. Augustine Lobby
5/19/23 0800 1800 Silent Auction St. Augustine Lobby
5/19/23 1500 1700 Board Mtg #1 St. Augustine “E”
5/19/23 1800 1900 President's Reception St. Augustine “D”
5/19/23 1915 2200 Tours / Events Note (1)
SATURDAY
5/20/23 0900 1500 Hotel Registration Hotel Desk - Lobby
5/20/23 0900 1700 Exhibits St. Augustine Lobby
5/20/23 1000 2300 Hospitality Hospitality Suite
5/20/23 0800 0900 Business Mig St. Augustine “E”
5/20/23 0900 0945 Memorial Serv. St. Augustine “D"
5/20/23 1000 1130 Brunch St. Augustine “D”
5/20/23 1130 1230 SSM Update St. Augustine “D”
5/20/23 1230 1330 CCA Update St. Augustine “D”
5/20/23 1330 1430 Legislative Update St. Augustine “D”
5/20/23 1445 1700 Bourbon Tasting St. Augustine “A *
5/20/23 1445 1730 Free Time On Your Own
5/20/23 1800 1845 Dinner Reception St. Augustine Lobby
5/20/23 1900 1915 Welcome St. Augustine “D”
5/20/23 1915 2200 Military Ball St. Augustine “D”
SUNDAY
5/21/23 0900 1000 Hospitality Suite Hospitality Suite
5/21/23 0900 1030 Board Mtg #2 St. Augustine “E”
NOTES

(1) Busses to Old Town - Dinner/Tours as Desired - Retum Bus 2200 (Same as drop off)
Dinner / tour packages will be available with veteran discounts for many offerings
Free Time Options: Gator Farm - Car Museum - IMAX - Golf Hall of Fame - Beach

MOAA Take
Action
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A Salute to our Convention Business Partners!

Convention Sponsor:
Military Ball Sponsor:

President’s Reception Sponsor:
United FLEET FLUNISEN

'JJ Healthcare
AN 1o

UNITED CONCORDIA
DENTAL FOUNDATION
ST AUGUSTINE FUIIOfLife .
%‘ ruim Convefgﬁt‘w'[:s;ponsor: ;Z:‘ ;E@Z

VACATIONS

R sl [AST PATRO[RL

RENAISSANCE

UFHealth

PROTON THERAPY INSTITUTE

@ a-Force|] HIGHMARK
) HEALTH

Humana
Military '\l\

_— i N N

M HERBIE WILES JiX:  And More...

—_— I NSURANCE

Be sure to see their ads in the Convention Program and stop by their tables!

MOAA Take
Action
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2023 CONVENTION WORLD GOLF AREA OVERVIEW
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MILITARY OFFICERS
ASSOCIATION OF
AMERICA (MOAA)
ANCIENT CITY CHAPTER
& FLORIDA COUNCIL
OF CHAPTERS (FCOC)

CHARITY GOLF TO RNAMENT
= MAY 19TH 2023

#* SLAMMER & SOUIRE GOLF COURSE, WORLD GOLF VILLAGE, ST. AUGUSTINE, FL 32086
CONTACT: RICK COZBY (LTC, USA (RET)) ANCIENT CITY CHAPTER - COZBYRICK@GMAIL.COM - (410) 322-3248
B MOAA-ACC, P.0. BOX 4571, ST. AUGUSTINE, FL 32085 - WWW.MOAAFL.ORG

MOAA Take
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