
PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 
COL TROY SCOTT, USAR (RET) 

D uring the summer many of our chapters “go dark,” and many members 
head up north to cooler climates.   After several days of 90 degree plus 

weather here in Sarasota, with no rain, at times I get tempted to join them.  
Then the rains come, everything turns green again, and it cools down enough 
convince me again that this is paradise. 

    MOAA National has released the chapter leadership awards, and Florida is in the lead with 
the largest number of 5 and 4 star chapters.   Congrats are in order for our winners.  Five stars 
go to: Cape Canaveral, Tampa, Sarasota, Northwest Florida, Pensacola, St Petersburg, KOS,  
Calusa, Citrus County, and four stars go to: Clearwater, Lake Area and St John‟s River Valley.  
By the time you read this, MOAA will have sent invitations to all of the winning chapter presi-
dents and their spouses, asking them to attend  MOAA‟s 2009 Annual Meeting and Chapter 
Awards Dinner in San Diego, Calif., Oct. 22-24, 2009.   According to the latest information from 
National, if you get out there, they‟ll take care of food and rooms.   I‟ll be there and I‟m looking 
forward to seeing a large group from Florida. 
 Florida also won the 2nd Quarter “Give me 10” award for the Southeast Region; thanks to 
extreme efforts by our Northwest Florida, Gainesville and Halifax Chapters.   I would suggest 
to you to encourage your members to convert to a Life Membership in MOAA.  I am sure you 
are aware that your chapter will receive a $20 check for each life conversion. 
 It‟s a real pleasure for me to serve in this office with so many good people who do so 
much good for the state of Florida.  I thank you for this opportunity. 
           Elke and I wish you all a good summer.  
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 IMPORTANT DATES:  
     25-26SEP09 -  FCOC Fall Board Meeting, Ocala Hilton, Ocala, FL 

     08-10OCT09 -  Georgia State Convention, Valdosta, GA  

   21-24OCT09 - MOAA National Meeting, San Diego, CA 

   30-31OCT09 - South Carolina Convention, Columbia, SC  

   23DEC09 - Proposed Resolutions and/Bylaw Changes due to Bylaw/Resolution 
   Committee Chairman. 

   01JAN10 - Roster Information (Blue Book, Section I, Page 8); (Up-dates as  
   needed). 

   21JAN10 - AVP Nominating Committees formed for EC,SE & SE Areas. 

   29-30JAN10 - Winter President‟s & Board of Directors Meetings: Crowne Plaza, 
   Ft Myers.                  
   01FEB10 - List of Deceased Member and Spouses due to Council Secretary. 

   01FEB10 - Chapter/Club Publication Award Submittals due MOAA 

   20FEB10 - Chapter Nominations for FCOC Officers due Council Secretary. 

   01MAR10 - Council Dues due to Council Treasurer. 

   21APR10 - Names of AVP Nominees due to Council Secretary. 

   21-23MAY10 -  Absentee Ballots sue to Council Secretary. 

    21-23MAY10 - Convention 2010: Crowne Plaza, Ft Myers. 
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Military Matters in Review 

LtCol Fred Edwards, USMC (Ret) 

Past President, Florida Council 

 

J uly 24, 2009 -- Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton announced July 22 that the United States might 

extend a “defense umbrella” over the Middle East if Iran 
insisted upon defying international demands to stop possi-
ble nuclear weapons development. This is the first time 
that a senior U.S. official has publicly discussed a defen-
sive shield. What might her warning imply?    
  It could signify increasing concern within the ad min-
 istration that Middle East states like Saudi Arabia 
 and Egypt might be  tempted to pursue nuclear pro-
 grams in self defense. 
   It might be interpreted as an extension of the nu-
 clear umbrella that the United States has promised its 
 Asian allies in case they are attacked by nuclear 
 weapons. Israel‟s minister of intelligence and atomic 
 energy, Dan Meridor, suggested that interpretation of 
 Clinton‟s pronouncement by using the term, “nuclear,” 
 in connection with the “defense umbrella.”  
   It could be intended to provide justification for the 
 proposed missile defense system in Eastern Europe. 
   It might suggest that Washington is prepared to 
 accept Iran‟s achievement of nuclear capability as 
 inevitable. 
   It might be just the opposite -- that the Obama ad-
 ministration is telling Israel, “Don‟t take things into 
 your own hands. We‟ll be there to help you. Trust us. 
 As Sir Nigel Sheinwald, the British ambassador to the 
 United States, said, it may be only an attempt to 
 “reassure our partners in the gulf.”     
  
 If the last is so, we‟re talking apples and oranges so 
far as Israel is concerned. What if Mexico, or, say, Can-
ada, had announced that the United States should be 
wiped from the pages of history, and had started develop-
ing a nuclear program? What would Americans think if -- 
again hypothetically -- perhaps India promised to place us 
under a nuclear shield? If I were an American decision 
maker, I‟d say that India was far away, that the threat is 
here and now, and that it was time for us to eliminate it. 
 So what about the Israelis? One U.S. official was 
quoted as saying, “Are they anxious? Yes, they‟re anx-
ious.” He said they are losing patience because diplomacy 
              

is not working. They‟ve made it clear that they can strike 
the heart of Iran‟s nuclear program, but are not ready to 
make their move just yet.       
 Just as Secretary Clinton‟s “defense umbrella” can be 
interpreted several ways, the Obama administration‟s 
messages concerning an Israeli strike have been mixed. 
For example, Adm. Mike Mullen, the chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, has advised that any Israeli strike against 
Iran would be destabilizing to the region. On the other 
hand, Vice President Joseph R. Biden Jr. said this month 
that the United States “cannot dictate” Israel‟s decision on 
military action. Two days later, President Obama told CNN 
that the United States was “absolutely not” giving Israel its 
approval for a strike.         
 Responding to this diplomatic confusion, Gen. 
Mohammad Ali Jafari, the head of the Iranian Revolution-
ary Guard, reminded the world that Iran also could make 
strikes into Israel: "There is nothing stopping us from tar-
geting Israel‟s nuclear sites and this will definitely happen 
if we are attacked,” he said. “Our rockets have the preci-
sion capabilities to target all the Israeli nuclear sites.”  
 The latest estimates conclude that Iran could have 
nuclear weapons within a year, and three years at most. 
 The White House has given Iran until late September 
to accept an offer of talks on abandoning its nuclear plan, 
and until the end of the year to show progress.   
 Meanwhile, Defense Secretary Robert M. Gates was 
scheduled to be in Jerusalem on Monday to meet with 
Israel‟s prime minister and defense minister in talks that a 
senior American military official said would be connected 
with Israel‟s growing anxiety over Iran‟s nuclear work. The 
official said that the trip was routine and that Mr. Gates 
was not going to “roll out a map and do contingency plan-
ning for some strike on Iran.” We‟ll see. 
 
 This column may be forwarded or republished on your website with 
attribution to Crosshairs - Military Matters in Review by Fred Edwards. Visit 
http://www.milmat.net for more Crosshairs. 

ATTN: Chapter Presidents 
  

Mrs. Violet Smith 

Co-Chair, MOAA Auxiliary Member Committee 

 

T he time is drawing near for my "swan song" ... it will 
be in San Diego, CA at the Annual meeting of 

MOAA.            
 The Auxiliary Member Advisory Committee (AMAC) 
has come a long way since 2004.  Many things have 
been accomplished and more ideas and issues are being 
addressed and submitted to the Chairman of the Board, 
the MOAA President and the BOD‟s. Continued on Page 7 - -  

Iran:  The Nuclear  

Proliferation Clock 

is Ticking 
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this manpower increase is needed now to ease the burden 

being carried by the Active Force, the Guard and Re-

serve.the            

 It is disappointing that Senator Reid‟s amendment that 

would have authorized concurrent receipt of VA disability 

pay and military retired pay failed.  There is hope for some 

since the House version includes a phased-in concurrent 

receipt plan for members who were retired due to disabil-

ity.  This will be decided through negotiations by the two 

bodies.             

  Also included is a provision that would give military 

spouses the option to elect the same state of domicile as 

the member.  This will relieve spouses of the stress and 

inconvenience of complying with some of the local require-

ments that accompany PCS moves.       

  These are representative of more than 300 amend-

ments considered by the Senate, and other issues, that 

are of high interest to MOAA members.  The final FY 2010 

National Defense Authorization Act will be the result of 

lengthy actions by a House and Senate Conference Com-

mittee that most probably will not be convened until after 

the August recess.  This will, of course, have to be signed 

by the President and then funds will have to be appropri-

ated. 

Chapter Legislative Liaison Officers - - 

 In my column in the June issue of The Council 

Communiqué I issued a call for volunteers to serve as 

Chapter Legislative Liaison Officers in each of the 25 Flor-

ida congressional districts.  To date I have had only three 

additional volunteers.  Now that we are approaching the 

resumption of chapter activities following the summer re-

cess, please help by identifying a person to fill this position 

from your chapter.  The June Communiqué is on the 

Florida Council web site (moaafl.org) to review the duties 

of the Liaison Officer.  Please feel free to contact me at 

wejfgk@cfl.rr.com or (386) 233-9439.  

       

    Legislative Comments 
   

    CAPT Bill Knehans, USN (Ret) 

    Chairman, Legislative Affairs 

 
 

L ate night on 23 July the Senate passed its version of 

the FY 2010 National  Defense Authorization Act.  

This will be paired with the House bill that was passed on 

25 June for the final Defense Authorization Act.  As usual, 

a number of MOAA‟s priority issues were considered as 

amendments to the basic bill, some were adopted and 

some were not. 

 The Senate and House bills both authorized a 3.4% 

pay raise for the Active Duty forces as opposed to the 

2.9% proposed by the Administration.  Since the 3.4% 

raise appears in both bills, it will most likely be in the final 

bill.            

 Senator Nelson‟s amendment to terminate the SBP/

DIC offset was again approved, but with no similar bill in 

the House version.  This issue has not been included in 

the final bill in several previous years.  Despite some to-

ken progress made in this area recently this issue does 

carry a price tag that may again keep it out of the final bill.

 Senator Lautenberg‟s amendment that will establish in 

law that health care for the military and their families is a 

benefit earned by dedicated, arduous service and per-

sonal sacrifices by the military member and the family was 

adopted.  This amendment also charges the Department 

of Defense to find other sources of funds to pay for health 

care than passing the expense to beneficiaries through 

increased fees and co-pays.  MOAA thinks that this will 

make the annual campaigns of recent years to ward off 

health care fee increases by the Department of Defense 

unnecessary.         

 Senator Lieberman‟s amendment will authorize the 

Army to increase its manpower levels by 30,000 in 2010.  

This increase is included in the House bill, but would re-

quire that the Army budget for it and not start until 2011.  

With today‟s frequent deployments and short dwell times, 

mailto:wejfgk@cfl.rr.com
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Florida Council Of Chapters 

Military Officers Association of America 

  2010  Convention 
   

   Calusa Chapter  

on the Shell Island Coast 
  

T he prices for the 2010 convention rooms are amazingly low at only $90.00 per night per room with no 
additional taxes or fees – the lowest since 1999.  The reason for this saving is our ability to do the 

registration for you with the hotel, saving you the taxes and making it simpler for you to register for the 
entire convention.  Just add up the costs for all the events and the room nights needed on the registra-
tion form and write one check to our chapter.  We will do the rest and send you a confirmation .  One 
check does it all!   
 Free room night drawing!  The first 45 people who register for at least one convention room night 
will be eligible for a drawing at the convention to receive $90.00 in cash.  Check the Florida Council of 
Chapters website (www.moaafl.org, 2010 convention) for details and registration form or contact Jim 
Conner, at 239-542-5627, or   jmcfl@comcast.net.  Register now for a chance to win  - - the odds are 
great!         

Florida Veterans’ Affairs 
 

LtCol Steve Murray, USAF 

Florida Legislative Affairs Chairman 

 

FDVA Hits 20-Year Milestone - -    

 The Florida Department of Veterans‟ Affairs is ob-

serving its 20th anniversary during 2009.    

 In November 1988, Florida citizens endorsed a con-

stitutional amendment to create the department, with the 

charter to provide advocacy and representation for Flor-

ida‟s veterans in their dealings with the U.S. Department 

of Veterans Affairs.         

 FDVA Executive Director LeRoy Collins Jr. accepted 

a resolution at the Capitol from Gov. Charlie Crist and the 

Cabinet July 28 commemorating the 20th anniversary of 

the agency.           

 As part of its advocacy role, FDVA operates six vet-

erans‟ homes.  Five are skilled nursing facilities and one 

is an assisted living facility.       

 To learn more about FDVA, visit the depart-

ment‟s Web site at www.FloridaVets.org. 

Governor Signs Legislation Creating Military 

Council  - -          

 Gov. Charlie Crist visited Eglin Air Force Base on 

June 18 to sign House Bill 7123; relating to military base 

closures, to create the Florida Council on Military Base 

Mission Support.          

 The council will support and strengthen all Depart-

ment of Defense missions and bases located throughout 

Florida in order to enhance the missions of the 20 instal-

lations and three unified commands in Florida as well as 

the nearly $60-billion-a-year defense sector of Florida‟s 

economy.            

 “Florida has long history of welcoming members of 

the military and veterans, and we are proud to have them 

and their families in the Sunshine State,” Governor Crist 

said.  “The council will help us maintain our reputation as 

the most military friendly state in the nation by better co-

ordinating community and state support for military bases 

and operations throughout Florida.”     

 Sponsored by Rep. Dave Murzin and Sen. Don 

Gaetz, the legislation could have a   Continued on Page 6 -  - 

a  

  

http://www.moaafl.org
mailto:jmcfl@comcast.net
http://webmail.cfl.rr.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.floridavets.org%252F


The Council Communiqué Page 5                August 2009 

deal more freelance work. Enough that I was able to quit 

working in restaurants. Enough to make a down payment 

on a house. Then whenever I needed a boost in confi-

dence, I would think again of those dozen glowing para-

graphs of praise written in bright red ink at the top of my 

essay papers. Suddenly everything seemed to gel.  I 

sold my first book;  I won several very important advertis-

ing awards; and three colleges were asking me to teach 

a class in copywriting.  I was feeling very grateful and 

once again thought of my ninth grade English teacher 

and those glowing paragraphs of praise written in bright 

red ink.  I decided to look her up and give her a call. 

 When I got her on the phone my first shock was that 

she did not remember me.  I was certain I had been one 

of her favorites.  My second was when she told me that 

she never wrote paragraphs of praise. “There were sim-

ply too many papers to grade to write more than a word 

or two,” She said. “I would write „Nice Work‟ or „Good 

Job,‟ but never anything more.” 

 Unconvinced, when I got off the phone, I went up to 
the attic and dug out the box that held  my old school 
work (yes, it‟s true – I‟m a total pack rat – especially 
when it comes to things I‟ve written!).  It took a while, but 
I finally found those old papers.  She was right; there 
were no paragraphs.  And, there was far less than a 
dozen – only two.  About the only thing I remembered 
correctly was the bright red ink.  I did, however, rate more 
than one or two words.  On the first one she wrote, 
“Nicely written – well thought out.”  On the other, “Good 
Sense of Humor!”        
 Nine words.  Nine little words that were so heartening 
that over the next 15 years they grew into hundreds in my 
mind. Nine words that motivated me to stick to my 
dreams.  My point?  Even the least bit of praise can be 
powerfully motivating.  So, don‟t keep it in – use your 
power! 
 
Robert Evans Wilson, Jr. is a motivational speaker and humor-
ist.   He works with companies that want to be more competitive and 
with people who want to think like innovators.   For more information 
on Robert's programs please visit www.jumpstartyourmeeting.com. 
Publishing Information - -This article is offered free of charge on a 
nonexclusive basis.  The copyright is retained by Robert Evans Wil-
son, Jr. You may reprint or post this material, as long as my name 
(Robert Evans Wilson, Jr.) and contact information 
(www.jumpstartyourmeeting.com) are included.  If you publish it, 
please send a copy to Jumpstart Your Meeting! PO Box 190146, 
Atlanta, GA 31119. If you post it, please send the URL to 
robert@jumpstartyourmeeting.com.  

 

More Powerful Than 

You Know 
 

THE UN-COMFORT ZONE  

by Robert Wilson  
  

“Writing is not a job; it‟s a hobby!” thundered my father 

when I told him my plans for college.  “You need to get a 

profession: medicine, law, engineering or accounting.”

 I cheerlessly acquiesced and enrolled in a Pre-Med 

program, but at the end of my first year, after struggling 

through Chemistry, I changed my major to Philosophy.  

When I told Dad, he grunted, “That and a dime will get 

you a cup of coffee.”  He passed away shortly after that 

but his words echoed in the back of my mind for years.

 After graduation I searched for a job in writing.  At the 

same time, I wrote short stories like crazy, and sent them 

off to dozens of magazines.  Years passed and I failed to 

find a job in writing, so I supported myself by waiting ta-

bles and bartending.  Meanwhile, rejection letters from 

the magazines began piling up, and I was beginning to 

get discouraged.  Then one day, I met a friend for a 

beer in a bar near the campus of my alma mater.  When I 

visited the restroom, some graffiti written on the wall with 

an arrow pointing to the toilet paper dispenser caught my 

eye.  It read: “Bachelor of Arts Degrees – take only one, 

please!”  Rather than laugh, I grimaced and thought, 

“Boy, does that sound like my Dad.”     

 Five years had gone by, and other than a few free-

lance jobs writing advertising copy, I had not made a 

penny from writing.  I was beginning to re-think my life, 

when I recalled the encouraging words from my ninth 

grade English teacher.        

 She had assigned my class with several essays to 

write.  I remembered the glowing paragraphs of praise 

she wrote in bright red ink at the top of all my papers. 

There must have been a dozen of those compositions, 

and just recalling them gave me hope.  I thought, “At 

least one person in the world believes in my writing.” 

 It was just the encouragement I needed, and I dou-

bled my efforts to find work.  Soon I was getting a great 

http://www.jumpstartyourmeeting.com/
http://www.jumpstartyourmeeting.com/
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Command at MacDill Air Force Base and the U.S. South-

ern Command in Miami.   

Florida Veterans’ Affairs (Contôd From page 4) -  - sig-

nificant impact on Florida‟s economy by helping keep the 

current military base infrastructure intact while promoting 

the transfer of additional military assets to Florida. 

 To ensure the continued growth of Florida‟s defense 

economic sector, the new council will develop an under-

standing of the capabilities of all state military installa-

tions with the goal of supporting future growth opportuni-

ties.            

 They will also support local community efforts by act-

ing as liaison between local communities and the Florida 

Legislature.           

 The council will help Florida support the military in-

stallations and the servicemembers working at them by 

guarding against the closing of installations in Florida or 

realigning their resources to other states.    

 According to a 2008 economic study conducted by 

the University of West Florida Haas Center, defense-

related spending is important to Florida‟s econ-

omy.  Highlights of the study include the following: 

 

   Department of Defense spending flowing directly 

 into Florida‟s economy totals $27.1 billion. Defense-

 related spending accounts for 7.5 percent of Florida‟s 

 gross state product and a total of 732,300 direct and 

 indirect jobs. 

   Since 2003, the economic impact of military and 

 defense activities in Florida has increased by more 

 than 9 percent each year, and the industry can ex

 pect continuous growth, reaching an economic im

 pact of $59.5 billion by 2010. 

   Since 1999, the State of Florida has invested 

 nearly $40 million in Defense Infrastructure Grants to 

 fund joint-use infrastructure projects around military 

 bases to improve or upgrade roads, water supply, 

 power grids and communication.  

  

 Florida‟s 20 military installations are based in 13 

counties.  The three unified combatant commands are 

U.S. Central Command and the U.S. Special Operations 

The Lighter Side - - 

Senior Dress Code 
  

 Many over 50, or WAY over 50, are quite confused 
about how we should present ourselves.  We're unsure 
about the kind of image we are projecting and whether or 
not we are correct as we try to conform to current fash-
ion.  

            
 In SPITE of what you may have seen on the 
streets, the following combinations DO NOT go together 
and should be avoided:  

 
  1. A nose ring and bifocals. 
 
  2. Spiked hair and bald spots. 
  
  3. A pierced tongue and dentures. 
  
  4. Miniskirts and support hose. 
 
  5. Ankle bracelets and corn pads. 
 
  6. Speedos and cellulite. 
 
  7. A belly button ring and a gall bladder surgery scar. 
 
  8. Unbuttoned disco shirts and a heart monitor. 
 
  9. Midriff shirts and a midriff bulge. 
 
  10. Bikinis and liver spots. 
 
  11. Short shorts and varicose veins. 

 
  12. Inline skates and a walker. 
            

 And the ultimate 'Bad Taste' in fashion for the older 
folks…  
 
  13. Thongs and Depends. 
 
 Please keep these basic guidelines foremost in 
your mind when you shop. 
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FLORIDA COUNCIL OF CHAPTERS, MOAA 

OFFICERS: 
 President ..................................................................... COL Troy Scott, USAR 
 ñElkeò  941-379-3023 entscott@verizon.net 
 Vice President ......................................................... CAPT  Don  Freese, USN 
 ñSherryò  727-360-3102 donfreeseMOAA@aol.com 
 Northeast Area Vice President ............................ COL Bob Bachmann, USA 
 ñCarolò  904-737-0568 rrbclb@mindspring.com 
 Northwest Area Vice President ........................................................... Vacant 
  
 East Central Area Vice President. ............................ LTC Bob LePage, USA 
 ñLorraineò  407-298-7228 Rnota011@aol.com 
 West Central Area Vice President......................LtCol Larry Fernald, USAF 
 ñBarbò  727-522-6237 Larry246MOAA@sprynet.com 
 Southeast Area Vice President ............................ LTC  John  Morrison, USA 
 ñMyra  Mannò  561-842-8404  mmjm223@mindspring.com 
 Southwest Area Vice President. ........................... Col  Norm  Mingle, USAF 
 ñBeckyôò 941-624-3536 nmingle@earthlink.net 
 Secretary ..................................................................... COL Jon Gordon, USA 
 ñMaryò   941-923-2302 gordonlaw@worldnet.att.net 
 Treasurer .............................................................. CWO4 Don Courtney, USA 
 ñDonnaò  941-745-9564 dcourtn3@tampabay.rr.com 
 Immediate Past President............................................ CAPT Bill Monk, USN 
 ñJessicaò  727-943-9414 bilmonk@aol.com 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN: 
 Budget & Finance................................................... CDR William Pulver, USN 
  352-624-9400 jbw32605@aol.com 
 Bylaw Proposals & Resolutions ..................... CAPT Owen Englander, USN 
 ñNancy Nellò  850-479-1108 onenglander@cox.net 
 Communiqué Editor .................................................. Maj Mick Cotten, USMC 
 ñPaulineò  386-960-5425  mickcotten1@cfl.rr.com 
 Legislative Affairs ................................................... CAPT Bill Knehans, USN 
 ñJeanò  386-233 -9439 wejfgk@cfl.rr.com 
 Florida Legislative Affairs .................................... LtCol Steve Murray, USAF 
  850-668-1645 semurray@embarqmail.com 
 Personal Affairs.......................................................... COL Jon Gordon, USA 
 ñMaryò   941-923-2302 gordonlaw@worldnet.att.net 
 Religious Activities ......................................... Ch (COL) Robert Morris, USA  
 ñJackieò   352-259-9393 RLSIRROM@aol.com 
 Web Site Coordinator ............................................ LCDR John Snyder, USN 
 “Dottie” 904-221-3425  snyd7147@bellsouth.net 
 FMMC/IMMC Editor ................................................ LCDR John Snyder, USN 
 “Dottie” 904-221-3425  snyd7147@bellsouth.net 
 Convention Coordinator. .......................................... Col Ron Buchert, USAF 
 ñShirleyò  813-961-4129  rbuchert@msn.com 
 Annual Convention Chair - 2010 ............................ LtCol Jim Conner, USAF  
 ñDottieò   941-745-9564 jmcfl@comcast.net 

 I mentioned that my "swan song" will be in San Diego 
in October, at that time my co-chair, Carolyn Epling from 
(New Mexico) and I will be departing AMAC.  Joanne 
Steen (Virginia) and Karin Manning (Colorado) will be 
taking over leadership positions in October.  Since Caro-
lyn and I will be leaving the AMAC "nest," we are in the 
process of recruiting two new surviving spouses to take 
our positions.  The candidates will be from the SW Re-
gion of the USA and also the State of Florida. A letter 
from Admiral Ryan should be sent shortly. 
 Please know that AMAC looks to the Auxiliary Liai-
sons in each chapter to provide us with information about 
what you are accomplishing within the chapters; espe-
cially how the skills and talents of these individuals are 
being utilized.  They do and should play a vital role in all 
MOAA Chapters. 
 Again, my thanks to all the Chapter Presidents in 
Florida who have taken the time to select an Auxiliary 
Liaison and to all those who have not yet come up with a 
selection, please do so....we need the link from your 
chapter to National MOAA.  It has been my pleasure to 
work with many of you and to meet you in person. Your 
help and support of our committee added greatly  to our 
being able to move on in many other directions. 
 Keep your surviving spouses and spouses active in 
your chapters, they can really help.     
 Keep your surviving spouses and spouses active in 
your chapters, they can really help.      
Violet M. Smith, co-chair, MOAA AMAC  
   

 "The Surviving Spouses of MOAA....    
  ….The Heart Behind One Powerful Voice"   
 On the web at: www.moaa.org/survivors . . . .  
   . . . . or e-mail us at auxcomm@moaa.org  

SWAN SONG (Contôd From Page 2) - -     
 We have been very busy recruiting Auxiliary Liaisons 
and still asking Chapter Presidents to select a surviving 
spouse (or spouse if a survivor is not available) to act as 
the Auxiliary Liaison from the local chapter to National 
MOAA.            
 Our plan and the desire of National MOAA is to have 
an Auxiliary Liaison in  each MOAA chapter.  We have 
done well in that regard, but still need more.   So, please, 
Chapter Presidents, if you have not selected a surviving  
spouse (or spouse) please do so now (E-mail access is a 
must. - - or having a  neighbor or chapter member willing 
to send out and accept the e-mails which  are sent from 
National AMAC).         
 I am the contact in Florida, so just send me the name 
of the individual you have selected, their e-mail address, 
address and telephone # and name of the chapter, I can 
do the rest and get them in the system. You and your 
chapter members will not be disappointed.  My e-mail is: 
alexgrammie@tampabay.rr.com or telephone 727-595-
5543.....I will always get back to you!     
 We have been most successful in Florida. As of this 
date we have 21 Auxiliary Liaisons. We lost one recently 
and  I am hoping  that her chapter will soon replace her 
and send on the new information.  In the past 60 plus 
days, we have sent out 264 communications to all MOAA 
chapter presidents with the hope that they all will respond 
and add a positive note to this project.     
 AMAC is also in the process of establishing an an-
nual excellence award to be given to an Auxiliary Liaison.  
Auxiliary Liaisons contribute much to National MOAA and 
we are aware of the fact that they need special recogni-
tion.  This project should be in place by October and 
more information will be forthcoming.     
 I will be off to Hershey, PA to participate and work 
with others from MOAA on a Symposium and Leaders' 
Workshops for the North East Region of the States. This 
will take place in September and it is always a pleasure 
and a real plus for me to meet with Chapter Presidents 
and give a "pitch" about our spouses and surviving 
spouses and the need to keep them active and busy 
within the chapters.  They do play a most vital role.  

http://webmail.cfl.rr.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.moaa.org%252Fsurvivors
http://webmail.cfl.rr.com/do/mail/message/mailto?to=auxcomm%40moaa.org
http://webmail.cfl.rr.com/do/mail/message/mailto?to=alexgrammie%40tampabay.rr.com


 SOUTH DADE CHAPTER has 
informed us of a program whereby 
one can go online and list two (2) 
emergency contact on ones Florida 
Drivers License (electronically), which 
can only be retrieved by a police 
office.        
 This came about as a result of 
one woman‟s teenage daughter being 
in a car accident and it taking over 
five (5) hours to locate the mother to 
inform her.  Once one registers the 
emergency contacts, the police can 
run the drivers license and have the 
emergency information ASAP!  Go to 
www.hsmv.state.fl/dlcheck/find  
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customer to sign up. 
 
 

 MANY CHAPTERS support 
ROTC and JROTC units at their 
local colleges and high schools, 
respectively -  - some more than 
others; depending on the individual 
chapter‟s finances.  Some chapters 
simply present MOAA Medals and 
Certificates, while others award 
scholarships (expensive and not so 
much, but everything helps) to 
graduating high school seniors -  - 
some to continuing higher 
education students -  - all 
deserving.  If your chapter doesn‟t 
have a recognition program, or a 
scholarship program, please 
consider starting at least one of 
these soon. 

 HALIFAX AREA & FLAGLER 
COUNTY CHAPTERS (Daytona 
Beach & Palm Coast) attended a 
Dayton Cubs vs Palm Beach 
Cardinals baseball game at Jackie 
Robinson Ballpark in Daytona Beach 
on July 22nd.  Hope that all had a 
great time.  The game was preceded 
by a meal at the Dayton Cubs Picnic 
Patio down the First Base Line. 
 CAPE CANAVERAL CHAPTER 
PRESENTED A Citizenship Award to 
Merrit Island School JROTC Cadet 
Staff Sergeant Marion Speake on 
May 17th.  Cadet SSGT Speake‟s 
quick thinking and use of the Heimlich 
maneuver on a friend (who choked on 
some bacon) was credited with 
saving the friend‟s life. 
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