
The Council Communiqué 
Florida Council of Chapters 

Military Officers Association of America 

MOAA 

Outstanding 

Newsletter 

2007 

2006 

2005 

2003 

2001 

1998 

1997 
Runner-up 

Outstanding 
Newsletter 

2004 
2002 
2000 
1999 

2nd Runner-
up N’letter 

2008 

 

       First of all, Elke and I would like to wish all of you a Happy Holiday season. 
         We hope that you are able to enjoy time with your family and/or friends.  Let
    us also spend some time remembering our service men and women who are
    away from their families during this period and pray for their safe return. 
 
 Our next Winter President’s Meeting will be held at the Crowne Plaza in Ft Myers, FL 
from 29-30 January 2010.  The Guest speaker for our dinner meeting will be LTG Robert 
Milligan, USMC (Ret.). He is the head of the Florida Veterans Foundation and was the Comp-
troller of the state of Florida from 1994 until 2003.   The Council and Chapter Affairs Division 
will present a Chapter President’s Symposium on Saturday morning and our Board meeting 
will be on Saturday afternoon.  On Saturday morning a tour of the Edison house is planned for 
spouses.                     
 
 Congratulations from the Florida Council to COL Sharon Richie-Melvan, President of the 
Inverness Chapter. COL Richie-Melvin, who co-authored ―Angel Walk:  Nurses at War‖, was 
featured in the December Issue of the Military Officer in the Retiree Spotlight.      
 
 Also, my thanks to the Chapter Presidents and the chapter officers who are making our 
MOAA chapters work.  During this past year, I’ve had the opportunity to visit many chapters 
and I’ve always been impressed with the impact we have on our communities.  There are 40 
chapters in Florida which represents almost 10% of all chapters in MOAA, and we therefore 
have a tremendous impact at the National level.            
 
 Again, have a Happy Holiday,              
         Troy & Elke 

Issue No. 99 
December 2009 

IMPORTANT DATES:  
 È 23DEC09 - Proposed Resolutions and/Bylaw Changes due to Bylaw/Resolution  
  Committee Chairman. 

 È 01JAN10 - Roster Information (Blue Book, Section I, Page 8); (Up-dates as Req’d)  

 È 21JAN10 - AVP Nominating Committees formed for EC,SE & SE Areas. 

 È 29-30JAN10 - Winter President’s & Board of Directors Meetings: Crowne Plaza,  
  Ft Myers.                   
 È 01FEB10 - List of Deceased Member and Spouses due to Council Secretary. 

 È 01FEB10 - Chapter/Club Publication Award Submittals due MOAA 

 È 20FEB10 - Chapter Nominations for FCOC Officers due Council Secretary. 

 È 01MAR10 - Council Dues due to Council Treasurer. 

 È 21APR10 - Names of AVP Nominees due to Council Secretary. 

 È 21-23MAY10 -  Absentee Ballots sue to Council Secretary. 

  È 21-23MAY10 - Convention 2010: Crowne Plaza, Ft Myers. 

PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 
COL TROY SCOTT, USAR (RET) 
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    Legislative Comments 
   

    CAPT Bill Knehans, USN (Ret) 

    Chairman, Legislative Affairs 

 
 

 After several unsuccessful attempts over the past cou-
ple of years MOAA finally realized its goal of being 
granted a Federal Charter.  In October both houses of 
Congress passed the necessary legislation and the Presi-
dent signed it into law on 06 November.  Being granted 
the Charter validates our claim as the premier military offi-
cers’ organization.  Thanks to all who sent e-mails to their 
Senators and Representatives in support of this effort. 
 As this is being written, Congress is returning from its 
Thanksgiving break.  It now has three working weeks be-
fore starting the Christmas recess.  There are two impor-
tant issues that require attention before the Christmas re-
cess, the FY1010 National Defense Appropriations Act 
and the 21% decrease in Medicare reimbursement to 
healthcare providers. 
 The President signed the 2010 National Defense Au-
thorization Act on 28 October.  The next step is to get 
funding appropriated.  The House passed its appropria-
tions bill a couple of months ago, but there seems to be 
little movement on the companion bill in the Senate.  
When the Senate does pass its bill it will have to be recon-
ciled by a House/Senate conference committee.  The fa-
vorable thing is that, unlike the authorization bill, there is 
usually minimal wrangling in resolving any differences in 
the two appropriations bills.  The Continuing Resolution 
currently in effect will expire on 18 December, so the 
question is whether a FY2010 National Defense Appro-
priations Act is sent to the President for signature or will 
our military have to operate under a third Continuing 
Resolution. 
 The issue that is of immediate concern is the pending 
21% reduction in Medicare reimbursement to healthcare 
providers that will take place on 01 January 2010 if the 
Congress does nothing.  The formula for this reduction is 
embedded in law and in recent years has undergone 
―quick-fix‖ corrections that have only compounded the 
problem and the eventual cost.  In some years the fix had 
not been put in place before the deadline and as a result 
corrected payments were made retroactively.  This, of 
course, did little to favorably dispose healthcare providers 
to accept or treat Medicare/TRICARE patients.  In mid-
November the House passed legislation to repeal the law 

containing the flawed formula.  Now it is up to the Senate 
to pass a companion bill.  You may recall that a recent, 
similar Senate bill, called the ―doc-fix‖, failed because of 
the more than $200 billion 10-year price tag that had no 
offsetting funding.  There is a good possibility that the 
same objections will again be raised in the Senate.  With 
the Christmas recess on the immediate horizon it appears 
the Congress may be hard pressed to get anything done 
on this issue.  Let’s hope we are surprised.  

 

The Disease Is 

Radical Islam 
 

Military Matters in Review 

LtCol Fred Edwards, USMC (Ret) 
Past President, Florida Council 

The symptoms appeared at Fort Hood, the World 

Trade Center, the Pentagon, USS Cole,  Kenya, 

Tanzania, Khobar Towers, and all the others - - 
  

Dec. 4, 2009 --  Some analysts have claimed that Army 
Maj. Nidal Hasan was afflicted with second-hand post 
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) when he launched a 
murderous rampage at Fort Hood, Texas, November 5. 
It’s time for the facts. We’re not confronting theoretical 
PTSD; we’re facing a symptom of hard-core, radical Islam. 
  What is radical Islam? In the Dec. 7 issue of National 
Review, Alex Alexiev hit the nail on the head when he 
called it a ―revolutionary ideology‖ like Nazism and Com-
munism. It’s founding father, Sayyid Qutb, cloaked his 
brand of Islam within a shroud of Leninist doctrine, making 
it totalitarian. Radical Islam places anybody of any religion 
-- including Islam -- or any government that disagrees with 
it, on the enemies’ list. (Think of the Taliban in Afghani-
stan.) Radical Islam proselytizes, indoctrinates, infiltrates, 
and undermines American society from within, using guar-
anteed democratic rights as tools. And it creates terrorism. 
  Radical Islam has been funded in the United States 
for some 40 years. Alexiev writes that, in the early 60s, 
Saudi money funded cadres of professional revolutionar-
ies from the Muslim Brotherhood that infiltrated the United 
States and other parts of the West. The infrastructure be-
gan forming with the Muslim Students Association (MSA) 
in 1963. Soon thereafter came the Islamic Society of North 
America (ISNA), and the North American Islamic Trust 
(NAIT). Today the MSA has 1,000 chapters in North 
America, while ISNA and NAIT directly control hundreds of 
mosques. Although they claim to be independent repre-
sentatives of American Muslims,            (Contôd on Page 5 - - )                          
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ers at the Florida National Convention in May 2009.   
 Thank you for any support you may extend to me and 
I will certainly do my best not to let you down. MOAA has 
become a passion with me and I shall continue to go forth 
and attempt to remind everyone of the importance of be-
ing a part of the "Powerful Voice of MOAA" and also of the 
"Surviving Spouses of MOAA," for they are the" Heart Be-
hind that One Powerful Voice." 
 Any questions, comments or concerns, feel free to 
contact me either by telephone or e-mail. 

FLORIDA COUNCIL OF CHAPTERS, MOAA 

OFFICERS: 
 President ......................................................................COL Troy Scott, USAR 
 ñElkeò  941-379-3023 entscott@verizon.net 
 Vice President ........................................................ CAPT  Don  Freese, USN 
 ñSherryò  727-360-3102 donfreeseMOAA@aol.com 
 Northeast Area Vice President ............................ COL Bob Bachmann, USA 
 ñCarolò  904-737-0568 rrbclb@mindspring.com 
 Northwest Area Vice President .......................................................... Vacant 
  
 East Central Area Vice President. ............................ LTC Bob LePage, USA 
 ñLorraineò  407-298-7228 Rnota011@aol.com 
 West Central Area Vice President......................LtCol Larry Fernald, USAF 
 ñBarbò  727-522-6237 Larry246MOAA@sprynet.com 
 Southeast Area Vice President ........................... LTC  John  Morrison, USA 
 ñMyra  Mannò  561-842-8404  mmjm223@mindspring.com 
 Southwest Area Vice President. ............................ Col  Norm  Mingle, USAF 
 ñBeckyôò 941-624-3536 nmingle@earthlink.net 
 Secretary ...................................................................... COL Jon Gordon, USA 
 ñMaryò   941-923-2302 gordonlaw@worldnet.att.net 
 Treasurer............................................................... CWO4 Don Courtney, USA 
 ñDonnaò  941-745-9564 dcourtn3@tampabay.rr.com 
 Immediate Past President ............................................CAPT Bill Monk, USN 
 ñJessicaò  727-943-9414 bilmonk@aol.com 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN: 
 Budget & Finance .................................................. CDR William Pulver, USN 
  352-624-9400 jbw32605@aol.com 
 Bylaw Proposals & Resolutions .....................CAPT Owen Englander, USN 
 ñNancy Nellò  850-479-1108 onenglander@cox.net 
 Communiqué Editor ................................................. Maj Mick Cotten, USMC 
 ñPaulineò  386-960-5425  mickcotten1@cfl.rr.com 
 Legislative Affairs................................................... CAPT Bill Knehans, USN 
 ñJeanò  386-233 -9439 wejfgk@cfl.rr.com 
 Florida Legislative Affairs ................................... LtCol Steve Murray, USAF 
  850-668-1645 semurray@embarqmail.com 
 Personal Affairs .................................................................................... Vacant 
    
 Religious Activities ......................................... Ch (COL) Robert Morris, USA  
 ñJackieò   352-259-9393 RLSIRROM@aol.com 
 Web Site Coordinator ............................................. LCDR John Snyder, USN 
 ―Dottie‖ 904-221-3425  snyd7147@bellsouth.net 
 FMMC/IMMC Editor ................................................. LCDR John Snyder, USN 
 ―Dottie‖ 904-221-3425  snyd7147@bellsouth.net 
 Convention Coordinator. .......................................... Col Ron Buchert, USAF 
 ñShirleyò  813-961-4129  rbuchert@msn.com 
 Annual Convention Chair - 2010 ............................ LtCol Jim Conner, USAF  
 ñDottieò   941-745-9564 jmcfl@comcast.net 
 Auxiliary Liaison………………………………………………..Mrs. Violet Smith 
  727-595-5543 alexgrammie@tampabay.rr.com 
  

THE TIME HAS COME.... 
Mrs. Violet M. Smith 

Auxiliary Liaison 

 

Indeed the time did come for me to say farewell as the Co- 
Chair of the MOAA Auxiliary Member Advisory Committee. 
It was a bittersweet moment when I was presented with all 
the "goodies" and awards and good wishes from the 
AMAC and also the C&C Committee and all the members  
of the Board of Directors and Staff Members of MOAA. 
The Admiral and General Neal had many kind words to 
say. The six years I spent on the committees went by all 
too quickly. It was a most rewarding experience and I 
learned a great deal.  All this was done at the MOAA An-
nual Meeting in San Diego in October. What a perfect 
place for that wonderful "send off."   
 I must say the door had not been closed very long 
before the next door opened. Colonel Troy Scott, Presi-
dent of FCOC, informed me that my name had been sub-
mitted and I was approved as being the Auxiliary Liaison 
for FCOC. There were only four other States having an 
Auxiliary Liaison.  Now Florida makes the fifth. It would be 
ideal to have an Auxiliary Liaison in every MOAA Council 
of Chapters. The same would be said (as I have men-
tioned many times) to have an Auxiliary Liaison in every 
MOAA chapter, that has not happened as yet, but is get-
ting there.   
 I am pleased and delighted to have been given the 
opportunity to be working with the FCOC and look forward 
to seeing many of you at the meeting in January and oth– 

Florida Veterans’ Affairs 
 

LtCol Steve Murray, USAF (Ret) 

Florida Legislative Affairs Chairman 

  

Governor Calls on Congress to Increase Vet Care 
- - JACKSONVILLE (Oct. 28, 2009)  -- Gov. Charlie Crist 
called upon U.S. Senators Bill Nelson and George Le-
Mieux to support federal legislation that assists caregivers 
of seriously injured veterans, improves health care pro-
vided to veterans residing in rural areas, and makes other 
enhancements and expansions to U.S. Department of Vet-
erans Affairs health care. 
 The governor made the appeal while visiting troops 
and touring facilities at the Florida National Guard Head-
quarters in St. Augustine and the Wounded Warrior Pro-
ject’s TRACK Center in Jacksonville.  The Wounded War-
rior Project’s TRACK Center is the first education center in 
the nation designed specifically for wounded warriors.  
              (Contôd on Page 4 - -) 
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More News About the 2010 MOAA/FCOC Convention!  
   

Dottie Conner 

Convention Co-Chair 

 

We are please to announce that in addition to our other seminars, we are planning a unique seminar on:  

The Tropical Civil War - - The Naval Civil War along the Coasts of Florida  
 Join award-winning author and lecturer Robert N. Macomber for a discussion of the American Civil 

War along Florida's coasts.  From block-running to guerrilla hit & runs to combined-arms amphibious op-

erations, Florida saw it all, throughout the conflict to the very end.  Learn just how tough the men on both 

sides really were, along with some facts that will surprise you about the war in Florida.  

 Mr. Macomber will have copies of his latest novel in the acclaimed Honor Series - - “THE DARKEST 

SHADE OF HONOR.”  He will be delighted to personally inscribe copies for the attendees.  When not re-

searching and lecturing around the world, Mr. Macomber lives in an old fisherman's bungalow at Matlacha 

Island.  He welcomes visitors at www.robertmacomber.com.  We have heard him on 3 occasions, and on 

every one he was fascinating to listen to, a very enthusiastic and lively speaker.  
 For details and registration form, go to the Florida Council of Chapters website www.moaafl.org -- click on the ―convention‖ 
tab, then choose ―2010‖ convention or you can contact Jim Conner at 239-542-5627 or jmcfl@comcast.net.  We can even mail 
a form to you complete with return addressed envelope if you prefer.  

 The project is scheduled to take approximately 10 
months to complete. 
VA Extends “Agent Orange” Benefits to More 

Veterans (Courtesy of American Forces Press Service) - 

 WASHINGTON -- A new U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs ruling will soon relieve Vietnam veterans suffering 
from three specific illnesses from the burden of proving 
their ailments are linked to Agent Orange exposure to re-
ceive VA health care and disability payments. 
  VA Secretary Eric K. Shinseki’s decision, announced 
Oct. 13, establishes a service connection for Vietnam vets 
stricken with hairy-cell leukemia and other B-cell leuke-
mias, Parkinson’s disease and ischemic heart disease, VA 
Chief of Staff John Gingrich told American Forces Press 
Service. 
  But before the ruling takes effect, it must be published 
in the Federal Register and opened for final comment, 
Gingrich explained.  He predicted that the process would 
be completed early next year. 
  Shinseki’s decision brings to 15 the number of pre-
sumed illnesses VA recognizes. Others are:  -- Acute and 
subacute transient peripheral neuropathy; -- AL amyloido-
sis; -- Chloracne; -- Chronic lymphocytic leukemia; -- Dia-
betes Mellitus (Type 2); -- Hodgkin’s disease; -- Multiple 
myeloma; -- Non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma; -- Porphyria cuta-
nea tarda; -- Prostate cancer; -- Respiratory cancers; and 
-- Soft-tissue sarcoma other than osteosarcoma, chon-
drosarcoma, Kaposi’s sarcoma or mesothelioma. 
  

          

Florida Veterans’ Affairs (Contôd from Page 3) - - 
Florida Publishes New State Veterans’ Benefits 

Guide - 

TALLAHASSEE -- The 2009-2010 edition of the Florida 
Veterans’ Benefits Guide has been released by the Florida 
Department of Veterans’ Affairs. 
  The 24-page guide, sponsored by the Florida Veter-
ans Foundation, provides information about federal and 
state veterans’ benefits and how to obtain them.  
  Copies of the guide are being distributed to county 
veteran service offices, VA facilities and state colleges 
and universities.  An interactive online version of the guide 
is posted at www.FloridaVets.org.  For more information, 
call (850) 487-1533. 
Daytona Beach Veterans’ Home Receives Grant -  

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. -- The Emory L. Bennett State 
Veterans’ Nursing Home in Daytona Beach is receiving $5 
million for renovations to begin in early 2010.  The 120-
bed facility opened to residents in 1993 and is the oldest 
veterans’ nursing home in the state. 
  The Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs received 
notification from the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 
that a grant totaling $3,250,000 had been awarded to the 
facility for a general renovation and facility upgrade.  
 The federal grant, funded by the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act, covers 65 percent of the renova-
tion costs.  The State of Florida will use state matching 
funds by contributing the other 35 percent, or $1,750,000, 
toward the project. 

http://webmail.cfl.rr.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.floridavets.org%252F
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Military Matters (Contôd From Page 2) - - Alexiev declares 
―there is hardly a city of any size in America or Europe 
today that does not have a Saudi-controlled institution 
preaching extremism and spewing hatred against Western 
civilization, directly or indirectly advocating its destruction.‖  
 So what really happened to Major Hasan? Alexiev 
says that Hasan, ―like thousands of others, became radi-
calized — long before the war in Iraq came along. He ex-
plains Hasan’s transformation by identifying two institu-
tions where he was indoctrinated. One is the radical Dar al
-Hijrah in Falls Church, Va. Hasan’s mentor there was 
Imam Anwar al-Awlaki, an advocate of violent jihad. The 
other is the Muslim Community Center in Silver Spring, 
Md., under Imam Faizul Khan, another Muslim extremist. 
  Investigative journalist Paul Sperry has provided a 
frightening revelation of the depth of the danger of radical 
Islam in his book, Infiltration: How Muslim Spies and Sub-
versives Have Penetrated Washington. Besides reporting 
the extent of the infiltration, he documents perpetration of 
political correctness in 2005 and before in the White 
House, the Congress, the CIA, and the departments of 
Homeland Security, Justice, and Treasury. 
  Although tens of thousands of Muslims have served 
honorably in the U.S. Armed Forces, Sperry identifies 
eleven he calls traitors and accused traitors who served 
between 1985 and 2004. Some killed or tried to kill their 
fellow service members, and  others committed espionage 
or were charged with espionage and pled guilty to lesser 
charges. Seven are Americans who had converted to Is-
lam, two are Egyptians, one is Syrian and one is Leba-
nese. 
  One of the converts, John Allen Muhammad, recruited 
a young Jamaican who was a converted Muslim, Lee 
Boyd Malvo, and the two carried out a sniper terrorism 
attack in Washington, DC, that killed 10 and wounded 
three innocent people. Muhammad, who was executed by 
lethal injection on November 10 this year, also was sus-
pected of throwing a grenade at a fellow soldier when he 
was in the Army. 
 Another convert, Sgt. Hasan Akbar, who killed 2 sol-
diers and wounded 15 in Kuwait on the eve of his Army 
unit’s invasion of Iraq in early 2003, reportedly said, ―You 
guys are coming into our countries and you’re going to 
rape our women and kill our children.‖ All in all, the recent 
massacre at Fort Hood is not new. 
  In spite of all the evidence, until Fort Hood four presi-
dential administrations ignored the clear-and-present dan-
ger of radical Islam infiltration. Many editorials have casti-
gated top military leaders along with Hasan’s supervisors 
and peers for a murderous misdirection of political correct- 

ness, and it would be difficult to disagree. Nonetheless, if 
an administration and its Secretary of Defense disregard 
the threat, generals and admirals will follow their civilian 
leaders. It’s called obeying orders. Just as Muslims who 
love our country find themselves impaled on tenterhooks 
by radical Islamists, senior U.S. officers have labored  far 
too long under the yoke of political correctness about radi-
cal Islam. 
  Tragically, it took the murders at Fort Hood to sound a 
bloody wakeup call. Finally, a president is demanding an-
swers, as is the Congress. And so are non-radicalized 
Americans of all religions. We are fighting a war in Af-
ghanistan against the symptoms of a disease. We must 
attack the disease itself right here at home. 
 
NOTE:  This article may be forwarded or republished on 
your website with attribution to Crosshairs - Military Mat-
ters in Review by Fred Edwards. Visit http://
www.milmat.net for more Crosshairs. 

 The above pictures the  five (5) Presidents of the five (5) 
Florida 5-Star Chapters  that received their award from 
Gen Butch Neal, USMC (RET), Chairman, MOAA at the 
MOAA Annual Meeting in San Diego.  From left, CAPT 
Jim Frazier, Pensacola, Chapter; CAPT Bob Silah, Tampa 
Chapter; Gen Neal; LtCol Larry Fernald, St Pete Chapter; 
CW4 Bob John, Cape Canaveral Chapter; Col Len Fried-
lander, Sarasota Chapter.  
 These Presidents - - and their Chapters are all entitled 
to AT-A-BOYS from all of us. 
NOTE:  I received no attribute for the photo, but suspect that it was 
taken by FCOC President COL Troy Scott (or one of his minions). Ed 

Florida Five-Star Chapters Recog-

nized at MOAA Annual Meeting in 

San Diego - - 
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Ë LAKE AREA CHAPTER - - earned 
a 4-Star Excellence Award from 
MOAA, with chapter President CMDR  
Tom Tollefson, USN (RET) being 
presented the Chapter’s ―streamer‖ 
by MOAA Chairman GEN Butch Neal, 
USMC (RET) in the photo below.   

CHAPTER/CLUB HAPPENINGS 
 

Ë ST. JOHNõS RIVER VALLEY 
CHAPTER - - November meeting 
guest speaker was Mr. Sam 
D e p u t y ,  w h o s e  m a t e r n a l 
grandfather, Edward L Nagel, 
served in the 339th Infantry 
Regiment in WW I.  The regiment 
was attached to British force and 
fought the Russian Winter and Red 
Army Forces and in Archangel, 
Siberia.  Must have been 
interesting. 
Ë SOUTH DADE CHAPTER - - 
Published the following ―Thought 
for the day‖ - - ―Words of comfort, 
skillfully administered, are the 
oldest therapy known to man.―  
Ë INDIAN RIVER CHAPTER - - 
President CAPT Don Wickstrand is 
awarded the ―Most Laid Back‖ 
Award for his newsletter picture.  

Your editor was also impressed by the 
letters from troop commanders 
published in their October newsletter. 
Ë MID-FLORIDA GULF COAST 
CHAPTER - - FCOC Vice Pres. CAPT 
Don Freese, USN (RET) recently 
presented the chapter with their 30th 
Anniversary Certificate. 
Ë PENSACOLA CHAPTER - - Their 
Legislative Chairman CAPT Owen 
Englander, USN (RET) continues to spit 
out very impressive article.  Please visit. 
www.pmoaa.org to check out his stuff.. 
Ë CAPE CANAVERAL CHAPTER - - 
Their December issue of The Intercom 
had an article bt LtCol Marlene Abbott, 
USAF (RET) about an impromptu 
Christmas Party that was very touching, 
and probably contributed to her 
successful USAF career. Visit 
www.moaacc.org for a look-see. 

The Council Communiqué is the newsletter of the Florida Council of Chapters, Military Officers Association of America, and is 
published bimonthly: February, April (Convention Issue), June, August, October, and December.   A current issue of The Council 
Communiqué can be found at the Florida Council of Chapters Web Site: http://www.moaafl.org/.     Opinions expressed by writers 
are their own, and may not express the positions of the FCOC or the MOAA. 
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  MAJ Marion L. "Mick" Cotten, USMC (Ret'd), Editor 
  2072 Alameda Drive   È     Deltona, FL 32738-4874 

The Council Communiqué Page 6         December  2009 


