
PRESIDENTôS COMMENTS 

COL TROY SCOTT, USAR (RET) 

 I  hope that everyone has had a great holiday season and things are back to nor-

mal and weôre all looking forward to another great year.  

 This next year will prove to be very interesting.  I know weôre all cautious and curi-

ous about the upcoming changes with a new President and a new team in Congress 

and the Cabinet.  However, I think we should adopt a wait and see attitude, and know that MOAA Na-

tional will keep us well informed regarding military issues.  Already a lot of rumors are floating around on 

computer emails, like computer emails, like those that said Tricare for Life was on the chopping block.  It 

turned out to be just as an option offered by DOD, which comes up every year, not a goal. Rather than 

panicking, Iôd advise you to keep alert and watch our MOAA updates and support their legislative efforts. 

This past weekend we conducted the Winter President Meeting and Board meeting at the Sirata 

Resort Hotel in St. Pete Beach.  This was a real shot in the arm for me - - I was very gratified to see so 

many of our chapters represented, many new presidents and several old friends.  The Tampa Chapter 

President, Bob Silah, deserves the credit for arranging for MG Jay Hood, USA CENTCOM Chief of Staff 

to speak at our dinner on Friday evening.  On Saturday, our Presidents Meeting was conducted with 

break out sessions discussing topics that are critical to all chapters: recruiting, retention, community in-

volvement and chapter management.  We can learn more by talking to people who are in the same situa-

tion and sharing their experiences than from classes. 

Everyone enjoyed the exchange of ideas. 

Iôd like to repeat a request that Iôve mentioned a couple of times earlier.  Iôm trying to get a handle 

on the impact our MOAA chapters have on communities in Florida.  So far, Iôve received input from 11 

chapters.  During 2008, those 11 chapters contributed $66,600.00 to college scholarships and community 

support.  This is a very significant amount and every chapter deserves a big  pat on the back.  So, please 

let me know your chapterôs level of support for community activities by sending me an email at 

entscott@verizon.net.                 

 Elke and I send our best to all of you.             

           Best Wishes - - Troy & Elke    

MOAA  

Outstanding 

Newsletter 

  IMPORTANT DATES/UPCOMING EVENTS  - -  
  ̧01FEB09 - List of Deceased Member and Spouses due to Council Secretary. 
  ̧ 01MAR09 - Council Dues due to Council Treasurer. 
  ̧ 25APR09 - Names of  WC, NE & NW AVP Nominees to Council Secretary. 
  ̧ 01JUN09 - Chapter Level of Excellence Award Submittals to MOAA. 
  ̧ 05-07JUN09 - Convention 2009, Sirata, St Pete Beach. 
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LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS  
 

CAPT Bill Knehans, USN (Ret) 
Chairman, Legislative Affairs 

 

    A document, entitled ñBudget Op-
tions: Volume 1, Health Careò,  was 
released by the Congressional Budget 
Office in December 2008.  This docu-
ment was one of a series of similar 
volumes on different subjects typically 
issued at the beginning of each new 

Congress.  The document proposes 115 ñoptions,ò in-
cluding several affecting military health care directly and 
others that would affect federal health care systems.  The 
options affecting military health care would significantly 
cut back on services or increase costs for health care to 
beneficiaries.  The release of the document did not go 
unnoticed and needless to say caused a widespread hue 
and cry.  It should be noted that the document contained 
ñoptionsò not ñrecommendations,ò and some of the op-
tions have appeared in previous administrations* budget 
proposals.  In the past, with MOAA leading the opposi-
tion, the options did not make it through Congress.  This 
is not to say that we should not be concerned, but we will 
not know where the new administration is going with this 
until it releases its 2010 budget later this year.  For now it 
is important to note that the February issue of Military 
Officer will include four tear-out letters to be sent to key 
congressional leaders.  It is critical that we get record-
setting participation in this effort to let our position be 
known to these leaders. 

As has been the practice in recent years, MOAA has 
selected three priority legislative goals for 2009 that will 
be lobbied during Storming the Hill in April: 

  Fully fund Military People and Weapons needs 
  TRICARE Fees control and System fixes 
  Correcting SBP/DIC and Concurrent Receipt                       

      Inequities 
Among the many bills that have been introduced 

since the 111th Congress was convened there are three 
that support the goals.  They are carry-overs from previ-
ous Congresses, and two have the same bill numbers: 

H.R. 303 Rep. Bilirakis (FL) - would grant full con-
current receipt for service-connected disabilities to all 
retirees.  Representative Bilirakis is the sponsor and only 
cosponsor. 

H.R. 333 Rep. Marshall (GA) - would grant full con-
current receipt for service-connected disabilities to all 
retirees, including those medically retired with less than 
20 years service. There are 35 cosponsors to this bill, but 
none from Florida. 

H.R. 775 Rep. Ortiz (TX) - would repeal the SBP/
DIC offset.  There are already 99 cosponsors of this bill 
including these Florida Representatives: Miller, Brown, 
Putnam, Buchanan, Rooney, Ros-Lehtinen, and Klein. 

Obviously these bills need companion bills in the 
Senate and MOAA will be working to get them intro-
duced.  Over  the next weeks MOAA*s Government Re-
lations Department will  also be working with our past 
champions, new potential bill sponsors and the leader-
ship of cognizant committees to reintroduce all of our 
priority bills that expired at the end of the last Congress. 

To contact your member of Congress to request co-
sponsorship of the above, or any, bills go to the MOAA 
web site (moaa.org), under Legislative Action select Key 

Bills, click on the bill of interest and follow the prompts. 
Send those letters! 

Guantanamo: The Other 
Side of The Story 

 

Military Matters in Review 
LtCol Fred Edwards, USMC (Ret) 

Past President, Florida Council 

 

Jan. 30, 2009 - - Weôve heard tales 
of torture at the U.S. detention facil-
ity at Guantanamo in Cuba.  Weôve 
seen videos of detainees being led 

like sheep to some slaughter.  And weôve been bom-
barded with shibboleths like ñcivil rights,ò ñhabeas cor-
pus,ò and the like.  After years of this, we might begin to 
think that the United States sent the most vicious, sadis-
tic people in uniform to Guantanamo.   Well, itòs time for 
the other side of the story.  

It comes from Army Maj. Gen. Jay W. Hood. The 
following is what he told almost a hundred leaders and 
spouses of the Military Officers Association of America in 
Florida January 24. 
ñI have absolutely no hesitation to tell people, I com-

manded the joint task force at Guantanamo Bay, and was 
responsible for the men under U.S. detention there from 
March 2004 to March 2006.  
ñI am intimately familiar with the men that were held 

in U.S. custody there.  And Iòm extraordinarily proud of 
the 8,000 Americans that served with me during that time 
period.  While I was there, no American under my com-
mand ever did anything that he was embarrassed to 
show the American people, any lawyer, or the Lord. 
ñIn fact, we treated the men in U.S. custody there 

with greater dignity, respect, kindness and compassion 
than any enemy that has been held in captivity by any 
army in the history of warfare.  And if you have not been 
there and have not seen it, Iôll tell you that there has been 
a great . . . fallacy . . . propagated, largely by U.S. and 
international media about the nature of the Americans 
who were there. 
ñI never tortured anybody.  I never hurt anybody 

meaningfully.  I treated those that I dealt with, with re-
spect.  No man died in my custody, ever.   And, I followed 
the oath I took when I took office.  There were very 
clearly some very dangerous men we were holding there, 
some of which will find their way back into the fight. If you 
believe our intelligence community, a fairly significant 
number of them already have.  I can tell you with abso-
lute certainty that if you read the New York Times, (you 
would see an article about) a Saudi detainee that was 
held in U.S custody there that was returned to Saudi Ara-
bia and subsequently re-entered the fight as the deputy 
al-Qaeda commander in Yemen, and recently perpe-
trated an attack on the U.S. embassy that resulted in sev-
eral Yemeni deaths.  I can tell you, that - - almost cer-
tainly - - is an extraordinarily accurate report.ò 

General Hood, now chief of staff of U.S. Central 
Command, did not name the terrorist, but the New York 
Times article identified him as Ali al-Shihri, who was re-
leased to Saudi Arabia in 2007.  Al-Shihri attended a 
Saudi rehabilitation program for jihadists, which presuma-
bly was supposed to convert him to a peaceful Muslim.  
He resurfaced with al-Qaeda in Yemen. His status was 
announced by the Yemeni jihad- Continued on page 3 - -  
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Guantanamo: The Other Side of The Story - - 

(Continued From Page 2 - - ) ist group and was confirmed by 
an American counterterrorism official, who insisted on 
anonymity because he was discussing an intelligence 
analysis. 

Hood continued with carefully chosen words:  
ñThere are some dangerous fellows there.  And quite 
rightly, some very bright folks from the Department of 
Justice and in our intelligence agencies must sort out 
what theyôre going to do. I need to ask, ñWhat do you 
wish to do with Khalid Shaikh Mohammed, the man who 
masterminded the 9/11 attacks and was responsible for 
3,000 deaths.   What do you wish to do with a couple of 
his principle henchmen?ò  We have them in U.S. custody 
and somebody is going to have to figure that out.  

Again Hood paused, searching for accurate words.  
And he found them: 
ñHow genuine the young men and women that 

served with me there were.  If youôd seen the genuine 
kindness that they had showed some men who were fun-
damentally opposed to you, who you are, your way of life, 
your beliefs, your freedom, your liberties - - completely 
intolerant of who you are, youôd probably be amazed at 
how often an American turned another cheek.  Fascinat-
ing.  Truly fascinating.ò 

That, fellow Americans, is the other side of the story. 
 

Fred Edwards is a journalist and a military columnist. To see his bio and archived 
Crosshairs columns, visit http://www.milmat.net. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
The content of *Crosshairs - Military Matters in Review* may be copied or retransmit-
ted for information purposes, but may not be used for any commercial purpose without 
my written permission. Please include this notice and credit the source as Crosshairs - 
Military Matters in Review by Fred Edwards.  

HOUSEKEEPING 
 

Effective this year, there will no longer be a March 
(or Convention) Issue of ñThe Council Commu-
nique.ò  The State Convention will be featured in the 
April Issue, which will be available on April 1st each year.  
This change is being effected in order to save Florida 
Council funds.          Mick Cotten, Editor 

CONVENTION CAPS, 
VISORS & SHIRTS 

 
Yes, these very high quality Caps/Visors and Shirts 

are for sale - - and perfect for wear at the 2009 Conven-
tion in St. Pete Beach.  Please feel free to contact our 
super sales woman - - Pauline Edwards at 
pauline@tampabay.rr.com for costs and information on 
how  to obtain yours.  
 

FLORIDA COUNCIL OF CHAPTERS, MOAA  

OFFICERS: 
 President ..................................................................... COL Troy Scott, USAR 
 ñElkeò  941-379-3023 entscott@verizon.net 
 Vice President ......................................................... CAPT  Don  Freese, USN 
 ñSherryò  727-360-3102 donfreeseMOAA@aol.com 
 Northeast Area Vice President ............................ COL Bob Bachmann, USA 
 ñCarolò  904-737-0568 rrbclb@mindspring.com 
 Northwest Area Vice President .............................. LTC Allen DeGraw, USA 
 ñElinò  850-893-6181 adegraw@comcast.net 
 East Central Area Vice President. ............................ LTC Bob LePage, USA 
 ñLorraineò  407-298-7228 Rnota011@aol.com 
 West Central Area Vice President......................LtCol Larry Fernald, USAF 
 ñBarbò  727-522-6237 Larry246MOAA@sprynet.com 
 Southeast Area Vice President ............................ LTC  John  Morrison, USA 
 ñMyra  Mannò  561-842-8404  mmjm223@mindspring.com 
 Southwest Area Vice President. ........................... Col  Norm  Mingle, USAF 
 ñBeckyôò 941-624-3536 nmingle@earthlink.net 
 Secretary .................................................................. LtCol Jim Conner, USAF 
 ñDottieò   239-542-5627 jmcfl@comcast.net 
 Treasurer .............................................................. CWO4 Don Courtney, USA 
 ñDonnaò  941-745-9564 dcourtn3@tampabay.rr.com 
 Immediate Past President............................................ CAPT Bill Monk, USN 
 ñJessicaò  727-943-9414 bilmonk@aol.com 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN:  
 Budget & Finance................................................... CDR William Pulver, USN 
  352-624-9400 jbw32605@aol.com 
 Bylaw Proposals & Resolutions ..................... CAPT Owen Englander, USN 
 ñNancy Nellò  850-479-1108 onenglander@cox.net 
 Communiqu* Editor .................................................. Maj Mick Cotten, USMC 
 ñPaulineò  386-960-5425  mickcotten1@cfl.rr.com 
 Legislative Affairs ................................................... CAPT Bill Knehans, USN 
 ñJeanò  386-233 -9439 wejfgk@cfl.rr.com 
 Florida Legislative Affairs .................................... LtCol Steve Murray, USAF 
  850-668-1645 semurray@embarqmail.com 
 Personal Affairs.......................................................... COL Jon Gordon, USA 
 ñMaryò   941-923-2302 gordonlaw@worldnet.att.net 
 Religious Activities ......................................... Ch (COL) Robert Morris, USA  
 ñJackieò   352-259-9393 RLSIRROM@aol.com 
 Web Site Coordinator ............................................ LCDR John Snyder, USN 
 ñDottieò 904-221-3425  snyd7147@bellsouth.net 
 FMMC/IMMC Editor .............................................. COL Henry W. Ince, USAR 
  352-873-1001 hwince@cfl.rr.com 
 Convention Coordinator. .......................................... Col Ron Buchert, USAF 
 ñShirleyò  813-961-4129  rbuchert@msn.com 
 Annual Convention Chair - 2009 .......................... CAPT  Don  Freese, USN 
 ñSherryò   727-360-3102 donfreeseMOAA@aol.com 
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 SIRATA  BEACH  RESORT 
 

Register Now for the 2009 Florida Council of Chapters Convention 

 
MOAA members should sign up now and plan to attend the 2009 Florida Coun-

cil of Chapters Convention that will be held June 5-7, 2009, at the Sirata Beach 
Resort in St. Pete Beach, Florida.  

The council has reserved 80 rooms at a deeply discounted rate of $131 plus 
tax per night (Normal weekend rates exceed $176 per night).   The resort sells out 
quickly, so be sure to book now to guarantee the lower rate.  To make your reser-
vation, call 1-800-344-5999.  
While youôre at it, donôt forget to register for the convention.  Online registration 

forms can be found on the St. Petersburg Chapterôs Web site at  
www.MOAAStPeteArea.com..   Members of the St. Petersburg Chapter are hosting 
this very special convention, which will mark the 80th anniversary of MOAA, the 
65th anniversary of D-Day, and the 67th anniversary of the Battle of Midway.  Na-
tional MOAA president Vice Adm. Norb Ryan Jr., USN-Ret., and  Lt. Gen. Allen G. 
Peck, USAF, commander of Air University, Maxwell AFB, Ala., also are scheduled 
to speak at the event. 

More than 200 attendees are expected, so be sure to reserve your room and 
register for the Florida Council of Chapters 2009 Convention today! 

Please feel free to contact Captain Don Freese, USNR (Ret) at don-
freese@aol.com  727-360-3102 or  if you have any questions!  


