
The Council Communiqué 
Florida Council of Chapters 

Military Officers Association of America 

MOAA  

Outstanding 

Newsletter 

2007 

2006 

2005 

2003 

2001 

1998 

1997 
Runner-up 

Outstanding 
Newsletter 

2004 
2002 
2000 
1999 

2nd Runner-
up Nôletter 

2008 

 

            During the past two months, Elke and I have experienced the
          traditional flurry of chapter installations, which gives us the op-
          portunity to see what weôre doing in Florida.  I donôt think Iôve
          been to a chapter this year that wasnôt working hard to support
          their community, JROTC or our deployed service people and
          their families.  Some of our chapters have problems with leader
          ship succession, some  with membership,  and some with social
          activities.  However, Florida  still leads the nation in 5 star chap-
          ters, has 10% of the active chapters in MOAA, and is still the
          place where MOAA comes for legislative support.   We are do-
          ing something right in Florida.         
 Our travels have been extensive, and a bit exhausting.   Weôve  made it to 2 sister states 
conventions, Georgia and South Carolina,  plus the MOAA National in San Diego.  In Decem-
ber, we had the  opportunity to visit and install officers in,  Sun City, Gainesville,  Sarasota, , 
Venice and Calusa followed by January visits to Cape  Canaveral,  The Villages, Mayport, and 
Pensacola.                     
 With the assistance of the MOAA Council and Chapter Affairs  Committee, consisting of 
COL Barry Wright and our own Florida National  Board member, CAPT Bill Knehans, along 
with CAPT Don Freese FCOC VP  and Lt Col Larry Fernald, FCOC AVP, we conducted a 
chapter rescue.  I  was really pleased with how it was handled and the results were we got  a 
new President and filled all the chapter officers slots.           
 Also, look for some additions to our web site:   We are posting  examples of some of our 5 
star award winnersô submission.  John is  working on that now and it should be up within the 
next month.  We  want to encourage chapters to submit their accomplishments, and with  
these examples, it should make it a bit easier for them.  It will give  you an idea of how you can 
write up your activities.                 
 And , finally, I like to announce that the long vacant position of NW Area AVP has been 
filled.  CPT Neal Schneider of the Pensacola Chapter  has volunteered to serve in that posi-
tion.  Welcome, Neal, and we are glad to have you representing our NW Area.    
 Elke and I extend our best wishes for an enjoyable Spring and look  forward to seeing you 
at the 2010 Convention in Ft Myers. 
           Troy & Elke 

Issue No. 100 
February 2010 

IMPORTANT DATES:   
 È 20FEB10 - Chapter Nominations for FCOC Officers due Council Secretary. 

 È 01MAR10 - Council Dues due to Council Treasurer. 

 È 21APR10 - Names of AVP Nominees due to Council Secretary. 

 È 21-23MAY10 -  Absentee Ballots due to Council Secretary. 

  È 21-23MAY10 - Convention 2010: Crowne Plaza, Ft Myers. 

PRESIDENTôS COMMENTS 
COL TROY SCOTT, USAR (RET) 
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    Legislative Comments 
   

    CAPT Bill Knehans, USN (Ret) 

    Chairman, Legislative Affairs 

 
 

 As everyone who follows the news at all knows, the 
recent election in Massachusetts has overturned the Con-
gressional apple cart.  What is going to happen with health 
care reform is now anyoneôs guess, but from all indica-
tions it is not dead.  Hopefully the two houses will direct 
their attention to issues they have left hanging.  The fol-
lowing two issues of special interest to TRICARE and 
Medicare beneficiaries demand immediate action by the 
Congress.            
 The last week of January it appeared that the legisla-
tively mandated 21% reduction in reimbursement to health 
care providers by Medicare had been averted as the Sen-
ate passed H.J. Res. 45 that raised the national debt limit.  
The following week the House passed the same bill.  In-
cluded in H.J. Res. 45 was an amendment by Senator 
Reid that was originally thought to provide a five year fix to 
the reimbursement reductions.  As it turns out, the Reid 
amendment does not do what was expected and addi-
tional legislation is needed to prevent the reduction from 
taking place on 01 March.  MOAA has prepared a mes-
sage, Fix 21% Medicare/TRICARE Cut, urging our Sena-
tors and Representatives to enact the necessary legisla-
tion to remedy the impending cut.  You can send the 
MOAA message by going to the MOAA web site and se-
lecting Issues and Updates under the Legislative Action 
tab and then clicking on the first Action Alert.    
 Those of us who are already using Medicare know that 
since there was no COLA for 2010 our Medicare Part B 
premium did not increase.  However, the following groups 
of folks 1) new eligibles in 2010, 2) beneficiaries who pay 
premiums directly to Medicare, 3) those who receive Medi-
care and Medicaid benefits, 4) those with 2008 modified 
adjusted gross incomes greater than $85,000 single/
$170,000 married will all pay increased premiums.  The 
additional premium that beneficiaries in these groups pay 
range from $14 to $257 per month.  MOAA thinks that this 
is unfair and in years that there is no COLA all beneficiar-
iesô premiums should be frozen.  The House passed the 
Medicare Premium Fairness Act (H.R. 3631) and now it is 
in the Senate Committee on Finance.  As before, internet 
user members can send messages to our Senators by 
going to the MOAA web site as above and clicking on the 

second Action Alert.  For non-internet using members, 
please contact the Senators using the MOAA sponsored 
toll free line Capitol Hill switchboard at 1-866-272-6622. 
 Your February issue of Military Officer magazine in-
cludes four tear-out letters (pages 36 and 48) to key com-
mittee leaders in the House and Senate urging needed 
defense budget funding and military health care protec-
tion.  Please sign and mail these letters while they are 
fresh in your mind.  These letters can be reproduced for 
use by spouses and other friends.  Volume is always im-
portant when communicating with legislators, but espe-
cially so when sending letters.       
 Your grassroots involvement is vital. 

 
On Miranda Rights for 

Radical Islamists, and 

Other Nonsense! 
 

Military Matters in Review  

LtCol Fred Edwards, USMC (Ret) 

Why on earth are we playing right into the en-

emyôs hands? 
  

Jan. 29, 2010 -- Throughout much of history, spies were 
shot upon discovery or sometimes hanged after a trial. In 
Americaôs far west in the 19th and early 20th century, cat-
tle rustlers were often hung from the nearest tree.  Now, in 
the 21st century, we are treating radical Islamist killers like 
they are innocent until proved guilty.  Hence, five men 
charged with masterminding the 9/11 attacks, including 
Khalid Sheik Mohammed, are to be tried by a civilian 
court.             
 On top of that, consider the lap bomber of last Christ-
mas, Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab.  According to AP ac-
counts, he ended up being treated like a traffic violator. 
The interrogation started smoothly enough when U.S. 
Customs agents and local police took him off the airplane 
and to the hospital.  He openly admitted that he had tried 
to blow up the plane, but then things turned sour.  Agents 
from the FBIôs Detroit office were called in.  Abdulmutallab 
readily informed them that he was from al Qaeda in 
Yemen.  Under an exception to the Miranda ruling, they 
questioned him for 50 minutes without warning him about 
self-incrimination.  Later, in order to make his statements 
admissible, another team of FBI interrogators gave him his 
Miranda warning, and he virtually shut up.    
 Why was this a sour turn of events?  Because the FBI 
is concerned primarily with law enforcement -- getting a 
conviction in court after a crime.     (Contôinued  on Page 5 - - )                          
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to serve along with them and offer any help I can to the 
spouses and surviving spouses in Florida.    
 My thanks to all the Chapter Presidents who have 
selected an Auxiliary Liaison for their chapters. We now 
have 25 in Florida.          
 For those who do not have an Auxiliary Liaison for 
your Chapter, please select either a spouse or a surviving 
spouse to serve in this capacity. You can send me the 
name, telephone number and e-mail address and I will 
follow through with more information.      
 I look forward to seeing you all at the Florida State 
Convention, 21-23 May 2010 in Ft. Myers, FL. 

FLORIDA COUNCIL OF CHAPTERS, MOAA  

OFFICERS: 
 President ......................................................................COL Troy Scott, USAR 
 ñElkeò  941-379-3023 entscott@verizon.net 
 Vice President ........................................................ CAPT  Don  Freese, USN 
 ñSherryò  727-360-3102 donfreeseMOAA@aol.com 
 Northeast Area Vice President ............................ COL Bob Bachmann, USA 
 ñCarolò  904-737-0568 rrbclb@mindspring.com 
 Northwest Area Vice President ........................... CPT Neal Schneider, USA 
 ñAliciaò 850-932-9242 neals-pensacola@mchsi.com 
 East Central Area Vice President. ............................ LTC Bob LePage, USA 
 ñLorraineò  407-298-7228 Rnota011@aol.com 
 West Central Area Vice President......................LtCol Larry Fernald, USAF 
 ñBarbò  727-522-6237 Larry246MOAA@sprynet.com 
 Southeast Area Vice President ........................... LTC  John  Morrison, USA 
 ñMyra  Mannò  561-842-8404  mmjm223@mindspring.com 
 Southwest Area Vice President. ............................ Col  Norm  Mingle, USAF 
 ñBeckyôò 941-624-3536 nmingle@earthlink.net 
 Secretary ...................................................................... COL Jon Gordon, USA 
 ñMaryò   941-923-2302 gordonlaw@worldnet.att.net 
 Treasurer............................................................... CWO4 Don Courtney, USA 
 ñDonnaò  941-745-9564 dcourtn3@tampabay.rr.com 
 Immediate Past President ............................................CAPT Bill Monk, USN 
 ñJessicaò  727-943-9414 bilmonk@aol.com 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN:  
 Budget & Finance .................................................. CDR William Pulver, USN 
  352-624-9400 jbw32605@aol.com 
 Bylaw Proposals & Resolutions .....................CAPT Owen Englander, USN 
 ñNancy Nellò  850-479-1108 onenglander@cox.net 
 Communiqué Editor ................................................. Maj Mick Cotten, USMC 
 ñPaulineò  386-960-5425  mickcotten1@cfl.rr.com 
 Legislative Affairs................................................... CAPT Bill Knehans, USN 
 ñJeanò  386-233 -9439 wejfgk@cfl.rr.com 
 Florida Legislative Affairs ................................... LtCol Steve Murray, USAF 
  850-668-1645 semurray@embarqmail.com 
 Personal Affairs .................................................................................... Vacant 
    
 Religious Activities ......................................... Ch (COL) Robert Morris, USA  
 ñJackieò   352-259-9393 RLSIRROM@aol.com 
 Web Site Coordinator ............................................. LCDR John Snyder, USN 
 ñDottieò 904-221-3425  snyd7147@bellsouth.net 
 FMMC/IMMC Editor ................................................. LCDR John Snyder, USN 
 ñDottieò 904-221-3425  snyd7147@bellsouth.net 
 Convention Coordinator. .......................................... Col Ron Buchert, USAF 
 ñShirleyò  813-961-4129  rbuchert@msn.com 
 Annual Convention Chair - 2010 ............................ LtCol Jim Conner, USAF  
 ñDottieò   941-745-9564 jmcfl@comcast.net 
 Auxiliary Liaisonéééééééééééééééééé..Mrs. Violet Smith 
  727-595-5543 alexgrammie@tampabay.rr.com 
  

NEW KID ON THE BLOCK....  
Mrs. Violet M. Smith 

Auxiliary Liaison 

 

 As the ñnew kid on the blockò I was pleased and de-
lighted to meet with the members of the FCOC at the 
Chapter Presidentsô Meeting on 29 and 30 January.  
 After serving as Co-Chair of the MOAA Auxiliary 
Member Advisory Committee and also as a member of 
MOAA Council and Chapters Committee for six years, my 
term ended in October 2009.  That door closed and an-
other opened immediately when Colonel Troy Scott in-
formed me that I had been selected as the Auxiliary Liai-
son for the FCOC.  In addition to my attending the meeting 
as the Auxiliary Liaison, I had been asked to be part of a 
presentation given by members of MOAA Council & Chap-
ters, Col Bancroft McKetterick, usmc (Ret) and Capt Wil-
liam Knehans, USN (Ret).        
 I was pleased to have had that opportunity to address 
the Chapter Presidents and members of FCOC on 30 
January.  Unfortunately, time was short and I was not able 
to go into more detail with reference to the roles spouses 
and surviving spouses can play within MOAA chapters.  In 
view of the fact that I was not able to cover more ground, I 
do want to invite anyone with questions and concerns to 
please contact me; either by telephone (727-595-
5543)  or  e-mail at alexgrammie@tampabay.rr.com.   I 
will do my best to answer any questions you may have. 
 I look forward to working with all the members of 
FCOC.  They are a dedicated group and I shall do my best  

Florida Veteransô Affairs 
 

LtCol Steve Murray, USAF (Ret) 

Florida Legislative Affairs Chairman 
   

2010 Census Important to Floridaôs Veterans - - 

 This March, all Floridians will be receiving the 2010 
Census questionnaire, and the state is literally counting on 
its residents to ensure that Florida is represented accu-
rately.             
 These short forms take only minutes to fill out, but will 
have an impact on Floridaôs future for at least the next 
decade.  In addition to determining the number of seats 
each state has in the U.S. House of Representatives, the 
United States Census also affects how much federal fund-
ing Florida and its counties and  cities will receive in the 
future.  The higher Floridaôs response rate, the more accu-
rate the stateôs population count will be.  Accuracy is im-
portant because plans for everything (Continued on Page 4 - -) 

http://webmail.cfl.rr.com/do/mail/message/mailto?to=alexgrammie%40tampabay.rr.com
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The 2010 MOAA/FCOC Convention!  
   

Dottie Conner 

Convention Co-Chair 
                       

 Join us in beautiful Southwest Florida May 21 ï 23 at the Crowne Plaza hotel in Ft. Myers.  Venture down to our area 
and see what other parts of your state have to offer! We have beaches famous for their shells at Sanibel, an archaeologi-
cal dig at a Calusa Indian village site that you can participate in, wild nature viewing at Ding Darling nature preserve either 
in your own car or by guided tram tour, and the Edison-Ford Estates, to name just a few of the things to see and do.  We 
also have a golf game being organized by the Lee Coast chapter of MOAA, at The Dunes golf course in Sanibel for ap-
proximately $50.00/game including cart on Friday May 21.  Contact Lee Coast President Dr. John Frymoyer at 239-472-
9396 or email him at tofrys@aol.com if you want to participate.  There is also a dayôs fishing trip being offered by Captain 
Tony Stout, fishing guide for the past 20 years in this area, on his 31ô cabin cruiser.  That trip is only $75.00 (tackle is in-
cluded and no license is needed) and there is only room for 6.  Friday May 21 or Sunday May 23.  Boat leaves at 8:00 AM 
and returns at 4:00 PM, and goes 20-30 miles offshore.                 
 You can turn your convention stay into a mini-vacation by adding on a few days on either end of the conference for the 
same price, and we will set up tours to local places for groups of 20 or more.            
 VIP upgrades are going fast (surprised us) ï for just $15.00 you can get the special upper rooms but thereôs only a few 
left.  Book now if you want to snag one.                     
 For details and registration form, go to the Florida Council of Chapters website www.moaafl.org, click on the 
ñconventionò tab, then choose ñ2010ò convention or you can contact Jim Conner at 239-542-5627 or jmcfl@comcast.net. 
We can even mail a form to you complete with return addressed envelope if you prefer.  

Florida Veteransô Affairs (Contôd from Page 3) - - from 
roads and  schools to senior centers and other govern-
ment services are based on data from the United States 
Census.           
 The people of Florida represent a rich legacy of di-
verse cultures, backgrounds, experiences and ages.  An 
important part of this mix is Floridaôs military veteran com-
munity, which plays a prominent role in the stateôs overall 
economic security, diversity and character.  Florida is very 
proud of the 1.7 million veterans who reside here.  To help 
ensure that the veteran services and programs available 
in Florida meet the needs of the stateôs population, all Flo-
ridians should mail a completed questionnaire back to the 
U.S. Census Bureau by Census Day, April 1, 2010.  
 According to the Census Bureau, responses on the 
questionnaire should reflect the household as it exists on 
Census Day.  Residents who live most of the year in 
Florida should complete their census questionnaire in 
Florida and not in any other place of residency.   
 By law, information obtained by the Census Bureau is 
kept strictly confidential for 72 years.      
 To help prepare Floridians for the census, Gov. Char-
lie Crist established the 2010 Sunshine Census Statewide 
Complete Count Committee in February 2009.  Florida 
Department of Veteransô Affairs Communications Director 
and MOAA member Steve Murray was appointed to the 
committee to help advocate for Floridaôs veteran commu-
nity.  For information on the stateôs census initiative, visit  
www.SunshineCensus2010.com.  The Web site includes a 
calendar of events, a 2010 Census timeline and more in-
formation on Floridaôs efforts. 

Spiritual Resources 
  

COL Robert L. Morris, USA (Ret) 
FCOC Chaplain 

  

 Actually hard times have been on us for a number of 
years, but today we seem to be in especially difficult days.  
The Council and local Chapters in MOAA should not be 
involved in partisan politics because we have members of 
all persuasions.  Just as we need to be sensitive about 
people of different religions, races, and military services, 
so do we need to be inclusive of all of our memberôs politi-
cal alliances.  Privately, we should encourage our Council 
and Chapter members to be involved in the political proc-
esses.  These are days when we need all the help we can 
get, so as Council Chaplain, I encourage the use of spiri-
tual resources.  This leads me to appeal for Area Vice 
Presidents to urge all Chapters to have and use a Chap-
lain(s) in their local organizations.  Lay persons are often 
excellent in this position.  As a retired chaplain, I am 
thankful for all of our Chapter Chaplains, both Clergy and 
Lay.  Due to the nature of our organizational structure, we 
do not require reports from our Chapter Chaplains, how-
ever, I do appreciate knowing who they are and if there 
are any concerns that might need my attention.   
 In conclusion, I encourage our response to the great 
needs in Haiti, especially as they relate to our Service 
Members and their families.  From all that I have heard 
and seen, there continues to be a lot of stress and danger 
as efforts to help moves into new phases.  This is not the 
time to dwell on failures of the past, but to respond to the 
great needs of today.  The best way that we can help the 
Haitian people is to help them where they are.  In all 
things may we lean upon Almighty God. 
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Military Matters (Contôd From Page 2) - - .  Abdulmutallab 
should have been interrogated by a team   concerned with 
national security -- preventing future terrorist acts.  He 
needed to be grilled as long as necessary about impend-
ing threats, about al Qaeda operational matters, and about 
other intelligence items critical in our war against radical 
Islamists.            
 In an article in the January 25th issue of National Re-
view, Andrew C. McCarthy explains why the criminal jus-
tice system is the wrong avenue of handling radical 
Islamists.  Look at what happens if a prisoner gets an at-
torney and a civilian trial. 
 È The lawyer will advise him not to speak unless  
  prosecutors agree to drop charges, or not to use  
  his statements against him, or to promise him a  
  minimum-security ñcountry-clubò jail, or maybe  
  even to deport him to his native country.   
 È The lawyer will tell him to demand various com- 
  forts and benefits in exchange for cooperation. 
 È In a capital case, the lawyer may tell him to coop 
  erate only if prosecutors agree to drop the death  
  penalty. 
 As McCarthy says, ñOnce you accommodate a defen-
dant on anything, the psychological ground shifts.  He re-
alizes that he is in control.ò  Thatôs playing right into the 
enemyôs hand.           
 Once a radical Islamist is consigned to the criminal 
justice system, little chance remains of gathering intelli-
gence or interrogating him.  When he realizes he doesnôt 
have to tell investigators anything, he simply waits for a 
bail hearing.  In preparation for the trial, officials are con-
cerned with subpoenas, and motions, and even with com-
mitting their resources to get him information he can use 
to beat the charges.  Itôs no wonder that, when Khalid 
Sheikh Mohammed was captured in Pakistan, he said, 
sure, heôd talk, in New York with his lawyer.    
 There is no reason that enemy combatants must be 
immediately turned over to the criminal justice system, or 
turned over at all.  President Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
set a precedent in 1942 when he sent eight captured Nazi 
saboteurs before a military commission. The Supreme 
Court decided, in Ex parte Quirin, that ñLawful combatants 
are subject to capture and detention as prisoners of war 
by opposing military forces. Unlawful combatants are like-
wise wise subject to capture and detention, but in addition 
they are subject to trial and punishment by military tribu-
nals for  
acts which render their belligerency unlawful. Six of the 
saboteurs were executed in days, not unlike cattle rus-
tlers.  Roosevelt understood the kind of war we were fight-

Ing.  Do members of todayôs administration, such as Attor-
ney General Eric Holder, understand todayôs war? 
 
NOTE:  This article may be forwarded or republished on 
your website with attribution to Crosshairs - Military Mat-
ters in Review by Fred Edwards. Visit http://
www.milmat.net for more Crosshairs. 

Our Friday Evening Dinner Speaker, LtGen Robert 
Milligan, USMC (Ret), and former Florida Comptroller ac-
cepts a 2010 Convention Shirt from Pres. COL Troy Scott 
following his remarks.          Photos By The Editor 

Winter Presidentôs Meeting  In Fort 

Myers on 1/29-30/10- - 

Former President and MOAA Board of Directors Members 
CAPT. Bill Knehans, USN (RET) (Left) and Col. Bancroft  
McKittrick, USMC (Ret), (Not pictured) representing the 
MOAA Council & Chapters Committee, gave fine presen-
tations on Recruiting & Retention and Chapter Develop-
ment on Saturday Morning.  Mrs. Violet Smith (Right)  fol-
lowed Bill & Bancroft with a presentation on the impor-
tance of Auxiliary Participation at the Chapter Level.  Both 
presentations resulted in lively discussions of the subjects. 


