
PRESIDENTôS COMMENTS 

COL TROY SCOTT, USAR (RET) 

H ello everyone!   The last few months have been very exciting for me. Iôve experienced two great MOAA events since April. T he most recent one 
was our 32nd Annual Florida MOAA Convention at St Pete Beach 5-7 June; 
and in April I participated in MOAAôs ñ Storming the Hillò in Washington, DC. 
  To describe our experience at St Pete Beach I am taking some comments 
from our program MC, MG Earl Peck who stated, ñFrom arrival to departure 

the Sirata Beach Resort on St. Pete Beach provided a magnificent venue and supportive ar-
rangements for this well-organized, finely orchestrated, tightly packed and highly productive 
conventioneer's dream.ò  I think that he has summed the event up perfectly and just want to 
add my thanks to the St Petersburg Chapter for an outstanding job!! 
 If you missed this convention, be sure to put May 21-23, 2010 on your calendar for our 
convention in Ft Myers at the beautiful Crowne Plaza hotel, hosted by the Calusa Chapter.  
Also, the Cape Canaveral chapter is hosting a cruise holiday for our 2011 convention, 
 For the April ñStorming the Hillò event, our Florida contingent consisted of myself, Admiral 
Dan LeStage, CAPT Bill Knehans, COL Sharon Richie-Melvan, COL Gary Clark, and Mrs. Vio-
let Smith.   We were assisted by CMDR Bob Nolan, MOAA Staff, and CAPT Steve Evans AD 
Advisory Committee and Mrs. Cyndi Guemmer, Spouse Advisory Committee; who all live in 
the DC metropolitan area and have a connection to Florida.   Our teams called on both our 
State Senators and all 25 of our Congressional Representatives. 
 We visited these politicians to lobby from the grassroots level for improvements to our mili-
tary/veterans benefits.  Our focus this year was on three areas: No disproportional fee in-
crease in Tricare; eliminate the SBP and Disability income deductions; and maintain the mili-
tary at a sustainable force level to include a 3.4 % pay raise. 
 Our team was warmly received, and most legislators were well aware of our issues, and 
were supportive of our efforts.   With the large military population we have in Florida, our im-
pact is obvious. 
 In this issueôs Legislative Column, Bill Knehans covers more about our issues and asks for 
a volunteer from each Congressional District to be our primary contact with their legislator. 
This will ensure that our issues are even more focused in our Representativesô minds. 
 Iôd like to encourage you to respond to Billôs request if you know your legislator.  This will 
help us with keeping our issues foremost in our Representativesô and Senatorsô agendas. 
 Elke and I wish you all a great summer with NO HURRICANES.       
           Troy & Elke    
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           The Government Relations Department at MOAA National Headquar                                  

       ters is in the process of developing a new program.  The eventual goal 

of this program is to establish a Legislators Chapter Liaison for every Senatorial of-

fice and every Congressional District in the United States.  To get   Continued on Page 7 - - 
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North Korea Shatters 

U.S. Preemption Policy 
 

Military Matters in Review 

LtCol Fred Edwards, USMC (Ret) 
Past President, Florida Council 

 

J une 7, 2009 -- A colleague told me this 
week, ñIf we know where North Ko-
reaôs missiles are, we have a right to take 

them out.ò  He makes a good point.  President Bush estab-
lished a preemption policy immediately after Nov. 11, 2001: The 
United States reserves the right to attack terrorists wherever 
they are, and if a country harboring terrorists doesnôt -- or canôt -
- do something about them, America will.  Thus came Afghani-
stan, and Iraq. But now comes North Korea playing an on-
again, off-again nuclear shell game of terrorism. 
 Within the last weeks, the Democratic Peopleôs Republic of 
Korea has detonated a nuclear device.  Itôs launched a string of 
missiles.  Itôs moved at least three medium-range missiles on its 
east coast.  And it has transported an intercontinental missile -- 
probably a Taepodong-2 -- to the new Dongchang-ni launch 
site in the northwest. A Taepodong-2 can hit Alaska.  
 North Korea has threatened to scrap the 1953 armistice 
agreement that stopped the Korean War.  The government is 
conducting amphibious assault exercises along its western 
shore. It has warned South Korea of war if the South Koreans 
board one if its vessels to search for missiles or nuclear materi-
als that might be headed for other rogue nations or transna-
tional groups like al Qaeda.  
 Under the Bush doctrine, this makes North Korea a prime 
target for a preemptive strike.  As my friend asked, ñWhile weôre 
at it, why donôt we take out the Taepodong-2, and maybe 
scratch some of the short-range missiles?ò  We canôt, because 
North Korea is playing a killer game of chess, and has maneu-
vered us into a checkmate.  Here are three reasons why: 
 1. The Taepodong-2ôs launch pad is about 35 miles from 
the Chinese border. U.S. air strikes or missile attacks could get 
dicey if they got close to China.  Of course, such incidentals 
havenôt bothered Israel when it felt its existence threatened.  
But our existence isnôt threatened.  My colleague asked, ñAre 
we sure?ò 
  2. North Korea has already warned that it is ready for 
war -- and it's never renounced its intention to reunify the 
peninsula on its terms. Its army has thousands of artillery 
pieces targeted at South Korea's capital city of Seoul, 
which is only 30 miles from the DMZ.  On June 6, retired 
Air Force Lt. Gen. Michael W. Wooley told some 200 
members of the Military Officers Association of America at 
a National Security Seminar in Florida that a North Korean 
attack across the DMZ would be a "bloodbath."  So do 
we destroy a Taepodong-2 in trade for 12 million 
innocent people? But my - colleague asked, ñWill it be any 
different if they decide to attack some other day?ò  different if 
they decide to attack some other day?ò 
 3. U.S. Army Chief of Staff General George Casey 
says the United States can fight an old-fashioned war 
against North Korea if necessary. But our force concentra-
tion in Iraq and Afghanistan, might make it difficult to back 
up the 28,500 U.S. troops in South Korea any quicker than 
when we sent American soldiers to aid the Republic of 
Koreaôs army after the North Koreans invaded in 1950.  
Except for todayôs U.S. air posture, this looks like déjà vu. 
   So if we wonôt destroy the North Korean missile, what 
can we do about this urgent emergency? For the preemp-
tion stalemate, weôll probably just rely on yet more sanc-
tions and hope the UN will publish yet another resolution -- 
number 2000 or 3000, or whatever number happens to  

come next. 
 If the North Koreans should fire toward Alaska, how-
ever, their missile would likely meet an American missile 
bent on its destruction. Fort Greely, Alaska, maintains one 
of two ground-based missile defense units on the U.S. 
West Coast. (The other is at Vandenberg Air Force Base, 
Calif.) The unit at Fort Greely, equipped with 16 intercep-
tor systems, already has the experience because it inter-
cepted a mock enemy missile last December.  After visit-
ing a silo at Fort Greely this month, Defense Secretary 
Robert Gates said that, should there be a launch ñfrom a 
rogue state such as North Korea,ò he had confidence that 
the United States could deal with it.  He added that he has 
inserted almost $1 billion in the 2010 budget to develop 
ground-based interceptors. 
 But it seems that Secretary Gates is playing his own 
chess game.  His Defense Department budget froze 
ground-based interceptors at Fort Greely and Vandenberg 
at 30, down from a planned 44.  This worries missile de-
fense advocates.  For example, Riki Ellison, who heads 
the Missile Defense Advocacy Alliance, said, "There was a 
determination six months ago that the total number 
needed to protect the United States homeland from a si-
multaneous attack from North Korea and Iran was 44 mis-
siles." He added that he didnôt see the threat being re-
duced. 
 Itôs one thing to have Americaôs preemption policy 
neutralized. It would be something else to have our missile
-defense program neutralized. 
   

This column may be forwarded or republished on your website with 
attribution to Crosshairs - Military Matters in Review by Fred Edwards. 
Visit http://www.milmat.net for more Crosshairs. 

2009 Convention From 
a Survivorôs Perspective 

  

Mrs. Violet Smith 
Co-Chair, MOAA Auxiliary Member Committee 

 

T he Florida State Convention, held at the Sirata Beach 
Hotel proved to be a huge success, not just for the host 

chapter but for those attending.  The feed back which I 
received was so very positive.  I had been having  conver-
sations and comments as late as Sunday a.m. in the park-
ing lot when many of us were leaving.   The Surviving 
Spouse/Spouse Seminar went extremely well. I was hon-
ored and  pleased to have with me, Anita Harrow,  Auxil-
iary Member (USN) of the St. Pete Chapter.  We spoke 
with the ladies (and as a plus, some of the gentlemen) 
from the group attending  the convention.  Our goal was to 
reach out to them and share stories, information and to 
ask them just what we at National MOAA Auxiliary Mem-
ber Committee could do to help them. 
 Anita is also the Chairperson of the HOT project, 
sponsored by the St. Pete Chapter..  She is the "HOT" 
lady...H.O.T. is the Help Our Troops project which has 
been going extremely well under Anita's leadership. Pack-
ages are sent out  each month to units in Afghanistan and 
Iraq.  If you would like  
more information on this worthwhile project, contact the 
St. Pete Chapter; Anita will be more than happy to tell you 
all about it! As the co-chair of MOAA Auxiliary Member 
Advisory Committee, I  attempt  to  provide information to 
surviving spouses and to spouses alike. We are very anx-
ious to have them become a vital part of all MOAA Chap-
ters. These  survivors (and spouses) have talents and 
skills which can be utilized to help       Continued on Page 7 - -  



The Council Communiqué Page 3                   June 2009 

2009 MOAA Florida Council of Chapters Convention 

Getting Started (Friday, 05JUN09) 

FCOC PRESIDENT COL Troy Scott, USAR (RET) opened a Meeting 
of the Board of Directors and Committee Chairmen  - - always held 
immediately before and after the convention. the convention. 

Former Army Nurses Hattie Hunt (Lt) and Hazel Murphy (Rt) with 
MOAA Aux Mbr Advisory Cmte Co-Chair Violet Smith at the Presi-
dentôs Reception.  All are associated with the St. Pete Chapter. 

Former FCOC Presidents Col Klyne Nowlin, USAF (RET) and LtCol 
Fred Edwards, USMC (RET) exchange war stories at the Presidentôs 
Reception. 

Former FCOC President Col Ron Buchert, USAF (RET), St. Pete 
Chapter,  and Sue Baxter of the Tampa Chapter in the Hospitality 
Suite.  Not pictured is Hostess Uschi Farnham of the   St. Pete 
Chapter. 

�³�2�Q���6�D�W�X�U�G�D�\���0�R�U�Q�L�Q�J�´��- - It was a song! (06JUN09) 

MGen Earl Peck, 
USAF (RET), Left, 
was the MC at our 
Breakfast on Satur-
day. 

MOAA President VADM 
Norb Ryan, USN (RET), 
Right, offered his usual 
words of wisdom at our 
breakfast. 

FCOC Webmaster 
LCDR John Snyder, 
USN (RET) accepts 
his MOAA Commu-
nications Award (1st 
Runner-Up for the 
FCOC Web Site) 
from MOAA Pres 
Ryan.  John also 
runs the Best Print 
Newsletter and Web 
Site for Cat. III 
Chapters. 


