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B8 Defense Authorization
Bill IsNow Up!

LCol John Feldmann, USAF (Ret)
Legidative Chairman

he Senate version of the FY 2008
Nationa Defense Authorization
S Act is undergoing final Senate
voting on amendments and passage as this is written.
The outcome on our primary concerns appears almost
universally favorable. Thefollowing results of adopted
ggﬁndmmts were reported by MOAA on September
. Majority Leader Harry Reid's (D-NV)
amendment that would provide full, immediate
concurrent receipt to disabled retirees deemed

"unemployable' by the VA retroactive to
January 1, 2005.
¢ Sen. Bill Neson's (D-FL) amendment that

would accelerate 30-year paid-up Survivor
Benefit Plan (SBP) coverage to October 1, 2007
and bar deduction of VA survivor benefits from
SBP annuities.

¢ Sen. Frank Lautenberg's (D-NJ) and Sen. Chuck
Hagel's (R-NE) amendment that would bar any
increases in TRICARE fees for FY2008 and
articulate the sense of Congress that military
health care is a crucia offset to the adverse
conditions of service and that military people
pay substantial premiums up-front in extended
sefvice and sacrifice over and above any cash

€es.

+ Sen. Saxby Chambliss's(R-GA) amendment that
would reduce the Reserve retirement age by
three months for each 90 days served on active
duty since 9/11/01.

would increase the maximum annual points
creditable for Reserve com([))onent retirement to
130 points (vs. 90) for 2007 and subsequent

years.

¢ Sen. Norm Coleman's (R-MN) amendment that

would authorize payi nﬁ increased

reimbursements for mental health care if

required to meet needs, and requiring a Pentagon

report on military beneficiaries adequacy of
access to mental health services.

¢ Sen. Blanche Lincoln's (D-AR) amendment that

would authorize Guard or reserve members to
use their mobilization Gl Bill benefits up to 10
ears after separating from the selected reserve.

Hg. MOAA leadership and testimony before various
commissions and to Congress was vital. Your strong
support in contacting senators was and is absolutely
crucia. Congratul ations! _

Soon the hill (S. 1547) will emerge and go to
conferencewiththehouseto reconcilewiththeir version
(H.R. 1585). Pages34 and 35 of your “Military Officer”
magazine for July 2007 summarized the MOAA
position on resolution of issues between the billsasthey
then stood. Please go to the MOAA Web site
(http://capwiz.com/moaalissues/bills) if you no longer
have that issue to review where we stand on each topic.

Both the House and Senate now oppose TRICARE
fee increases. We favor the Senate position to fully
remove the SBP/DIC offset and ending premiums after
30 years now. Both houses are now In agreement on
rationalizing the Montgomery Gl Bill statutes for both
active duty and reserve. A very important item is to
ensure the active duty military pay raise for the coming
year is 3.5 percent instead of just '3 percent.

Please review the |atest Legislative Alerts from
MOAA at: http://capwiz.com/moaalissues/?style=D to
stay abreast of the current status on these issues and

¢ Sen. John McCain's (R-AZ) amendment that | send amessage to our legislators. (Continued on Page 3)
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