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challenges associated with the COVID-19 pandemic demand  all plans to 
reduce MHS direct care system capacity cease now; they can be reconsid-
ered at a later date once the significant servicewide (and nationwide) lessons 
are processed and applied. 

  With the preponderance of our membership vulnerable to the 
coronavirus, and with an abundance of caution, I have cancelled the 
April 27, 2020 Flag Mess. At this writing, there are just too many 
unknowns to proceed. I hope we can pickup again in May with our 
scholarship presentations. 
  Staying with the impact of the coronavirus, Ive attached an article 
from MOAA   describing efforts to halt medical billet reductions. 
Note mention of the impact on MacDill AFB clinic and the         
surrounding community. 
 

Congress Must Halt Medical Billet Reductions, 
MTF Restructuring Amid COVID-19 
 
By: Karen Ruedisueli 
MARCH 25, 2020 

 
  USNS Mercy (T-AH 19) departs Naval Base San Diego on March 23.     The 
hospital ship deployed in support of the nation’s COVID-19 response efforts, and 
will serve as a referral hospital for non-COVID-19 patients currently admitted to 
shore-based hospitals.  
  Earlier this week, MOAA called on the House and Senate Armed Services     
Committees to halt all military medical billet reductions and any proposed military 
treatment facility (MTF) downsizing given the impact of the  COVID-19 pandemic. 
  
  While we appreciate DoD’s assurances that all changes to MTF capacity will be 
conditions-based, both beneficiaries  and medical providers must be certain     
proposals to reduce the military’s direct care system capacity are not moving   
forward at this time. Since the  FY 2017 NDAA Section 703 report detailing MTF 
downsizing was released, MOAA has heard from both providers and beneficiaries 
with concerns about their local communities’ ability to absorb care transitioned out 
of MTFs. 
  
  With medical capacity in extraordinary flux across the civilian health care system, 
it becomes increasingly prudent to officially halt all proposals to transition military 
families and retirees to civilian providers.  
  
[TAKE ACTION: Ask Your Lawmaker to Answer MOAA’s Call]  
  
  Demands related to the uniformed medical mission have also increased due to 
COVID-19, since the private sector has little incentive to produce and maintain 
excess patient care capacity. Governors have called on the administration for   
military medical assistance,  USNS Mercy (T-AH 19) and  USNS                      
Comfort  (T-AH 20) will expand capacity for non-COVID-19 patients in coastal 
areas, and active duty medical units and reserve personnel are  on alert or have 
been deployed to man field hospitals. The military medical response to the    
COVID-19 pandemic is destined to inform future operational and medical       
readiness requirements for the medical force. 

  Rep. Ross Spano (R-Fla.) has already  sent a letter to Secretary of Defense Mark 
Esper urging him to stop the proposed closure and downsizing of clinics in his 
district given the strain the coronavirus could place on local medical services.  
Proposed changes to the MacDill Air Force Base Clinic and the Sabal Park Clinic 
in Spano’s district would move approximately 30,000 military beneficiaries to 
civilian care in the Tampa Bay area. 
  
 Plans Call for These MTFs to Stop Seeing Retirees, Family Members 
  
  MOAA has always supported an enhanced focus on military medical readiness 
while vowing to ensure continued access to high quality care for servicemembers 
and retirees, as well as their families and survivors. However, the unprecedented 
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http://chcmoaa.org 

Chapter Email: chcmoaa@yahoo.com 

"Those who cannot learn from history are 
doomed to repeat it." George Santayana 

 
NATIONAL MOAA MEMBERSHIP 

One of the criteria for Chapter Level of Excellence is the num-
ber of national MOAA members in the Chapter. It is recom-
mended, but not required, that regular Chapter members join 
the National MOAA.  There are three levels of membership in 
MOAA:  Premium, Life and Basic membership. Premium 
member dues are paid annually. Life membership is based on 
age.  For additional information on National MOAA member-
ship you can go online at http://www.moaa.org/join/?
utm_source=HP&utm_medium=Red%20HP%20Button for 
information on membership levels and how to join.  Numbers 
do count (350,000 voting members) to have our voices heard 
on Capitol Hill. 
 

Please send in your 2020 Dues 
 
To date, only 81 members have renewed.  Please send in your 
renewal before May 1.  You will not be included in the 2020 
Handbook Membership List if you do not renew before       
publication with the June Muster distribution 
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MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 

• Graphics — All Muster newsletter graphics contain embedded web links 

• Board Meeting Notice — The next Board of Directors’ meetings are      
April 9 and May 14 at 1700 hours (5 PM), at the Isles Yacht Club Board 
Room. Board members and committee chairs are requested to attend.  
Members are welcome.  

• Membership  — Please pay your 2020 dues. Use the form on page 6. 
Currently the Chapter has 143members. Know someone who was a mili-
tary or uniformed service officer but not a member of CHCMOAA and 
MOAA? ASK THEM TO JOIN . Contact Tom D’Abrosca with their name. 

•  CHCMOAA Name Badges — If you would like a CHCMOAA Name-
tag / Badge, you can order it direct from http://
www.badgeworksplus.com/moaa-name-badges using styles 1-CN, 1-DN, 
or 3-BN. 

• Military ID Card Information — MacDill AFB  (Site ID 101435), Tel-
ephone: (813) 828-6673; Coast Guard Sector, St. Petersburg (Site ID 
174794), Telephone (727) 824-7560. Use the RAPIDS Site Locator https://
www.dmdc.osd.mil/rsl/appj/site, or use https://rapids-
appointments.dmdc.osd.mil/(use Site IDs for  online scheduling, address, 
& directions or call).  APPOINTMENTS ARE REQUIRED. 

• CHC MOAA Fund Help us raise funds at Bingo Trail (1700 Tamiami 
Trail, Port Charlotte – on US 41 between Cochran and Murdock). Our 
chapter  has earned a significant amount of money for our Scholarship Pro-
gram. We need volunteers to count cash for game winners 3 times per 
month. Volunteers can get free nonalcoholic drinks, purchase food for half 
price during their shift, and return to play Bingo for half price. We need 
help as shown below and in the following months since this a year round 
project. If you have not done a turn already, please consider volunteering.  
Thanks to XXX Contact George Chamberlain at gac1982@hotmail.com 
or (904) 477-4959. The next few months dates are:  

April Dinner Canceled 
 

  Due to the uncertainty surrounding the current virus environment, the 
Board of Directors voted to cancel the April dinner meeting.  The Board  
determined it was better to address this as soon as possible so the members 
could make future plans.  It is unknown how long the “social distancing” 
will remain in place and how long restaurants will remain closed.  The safety 
of the “vulnerable category” members was also a major consideration. 
  The May NJROTC award dinner is still scheduled at this time.  You will be 
notified if it is also canceled or modified.  If the local schools remain closed 
longer than the May 18 dinner date, the program may be changed.  The May    
Muster will be published mid April to allow time to make reservations.  The 
Board will continue to monitor and comply with all health and safety       
directives. 
 

Wednesday 1815-2130 Saturday 1145-1400 

Apr 15 Apr 25 

May 13 Jun 13 

Jul 15  Aug 12 Jul 11, 25 

 

“Evil triumphs when good men do nothing” 

http://www.badgeworksplus.com/moaa-name-badges
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http://www.dmdc.osd.mil/rsl/appj/site?execution=e2s1
http://www.dmdc.osd.mil/rsl/appj/site?execution=e2s1
http://www.dmdc.osd.mil/rsl/appj/site?execution=e2s1
https://rapids-appointments.dmdc.osd.mil/appointment/default.aspx
https://rapids-appointments.dmdc.osd.mil/appointment/default.aspx
mailto:gac1982@hotmail.com
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As of this this writing, the Congress is consumed with funding for 
our coronavirus pandemic. All other funding for the various de-
partments is on the back burner.  
Thusly, I’ve taken two articles from National MOAA that I thought 
would be of interest: one dealing with coronavirus scams and the 
other about suspension of military funerals. 
 
Beware of Scams Connected to the Coronavirus Crisis 
By: Amber Monks 

In a time of uncertainty, there is a heightened risk of    falling victim to 
scams concocted by those with ill intent. For cybercriminals and scam-
mers, the coronavirus crisis creates an attentive audience who may be 
willing to    accept false information to protect themselves. 

Arm yourself not only against the virus, but against other threats, by 
learning how to detect them first with tips from the Army Criminal Inves-
tigation Command (CID). 

Knowing how legitimate organizations do business can give you a leg 
up on anyone who attempts to pull the wool over your eyes.  

As always, follow good practices online and don’t open or click on links 
from unsolicited emails. These links or emails could contain malware. 
Never give away personal or financial information about yourself or 
others online without first verifying the source. 

Most scams include messaging that require immediate action. No mat-
ter how urgent it sounds, if something doesn’t sound quite right, it prob-
ably isn’t, and you can always contact an organization you know and 
trust for confirmation. Legitimate organizations can verify their infor-
mation and will not pressure you into taking an action that you are un-
comfortable with. 

Seeking information from trusted sources can also help you steer clear 
of scams. MOAA has links to these     organizations, as well as links for 
recent news updates, at MOAA.org/coronavirus. You can also contact 
your state, county, or city health department, your local      hospital, your 
primary care physician, local medical     clinics, or other locations where 
you receive medical   services. 

 
National Cemetery Administration Suspends Military Funeral Hon-
ors 
By: Cory Titus 
 
The National Cemetery Administration is suspending  military funeral 
honors – whether by military personnel or volunteer organizations – at 
its 142 national cemeteries. 

The move comes as a precaution to mitigate the spread of COVID-19. 
Cemeteries will remain open and continue to provide interments for 
veterans and eligible individuals. Immediate family members – limited to 
10 people – will be able to witness from a distance. 

The NCA is asking families who wish to postpone a   scheduled inter-
ment to contact the national cemetery where the interment is scheduled 
as soon as possible. Those who choose to continue with the interment 
can work with the NCA to schedule a committal or memorial services at 
a later date. The National Cemetery Scheduling Office in St. Louis will 
continue to provide scheduling services for the duration of the COVID-
19 emergency. To schedule a burial, call (800) 535-1117, option 1. 

Arlington National Cemetery (ANC) closed to the public as of March 13. 
Funerals will continue, per the ANC website, and family members can 
visit during restricted hours after obtaining a family pass. Family mem-
bers can call         (877) 907-8585 for information about visitation,              
ceremonies, or scheduling. Updates will be posted on ANC’s Facebook 

page. 

 
1. Legislative Affairs, MOAA 2019 © 

MOAA Legislative Affairs 

Col Antonio (Tony) T Pimentel 
USAF (Ret) 

 

Find Elected Representatives (state & federal) 
http://www.usa.gov/Contact/Elected.shtml 

MOAA Legislative Action Center: http://
takeaction.moaa.org/ 

Senator Rick Scott. 

Website: help@rickscott.senate.gov 

Washington, D.C. Office: 

Phone: (202) 224-5274 

Fax: (202) 228-2183 

Senator Marco Rubio 

Website: https://www.rubio.senate.gov 

Washington, D.C. Office: 

Phone: (202) 224-3041 
Fax: (202) 228-0285 

Representative Greg Steube 

Website: https://steube.house.gov 

Washington, D.C. Office: 

Phone: (202) 225-5792 

Fax: (202) 225-3132 

 

TAPS/NEW MEMBERS 

None to report 

SCHOLARSHIP FUND DONATIONS 

The chapter would like to thank those members who 
made donations to the CHC MOAA Scholarship Fund 
at the last Flag Mess. Your donations allow the chapter 
to provide scholarships to the Charlotte County  and 
North Port High School graduates who are members of 
JNROTC, a child or grandchild of: (1) an Active Duty, 
Guard or Reserve military parent; (2) a CHC MOAA  
member in good standing (or in good standing at time 
of death), (3) a military veteran parent, or (4) students 
who aspire to military service. Without your donations 
we would be unable to provide such generous scholar-
ships to worthy students. 

Scholarship Donations 

 

See page 4  for complete list 

 

Thank You For All Of Your Generous Support. 

 

SUNSHINE 

Do you know of anyone in need of “Sunshine”? Please 
Send Or Call The Information  

To Mavis English at (941) 639-3268. 
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https://www.facebook.com/ArlingtonNatl/
http://www.usa.gov/Contact/Elected.shtml
http://capwiz.com/moaa/home/
http://takeaction.moaa.org/
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http://www.rubio.senate.gov


2020 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWAL 
_______ NEW  MEMBERSHIP or    _______ RENEWAL 

CHARLOTTE HARBOR CHAPTER 
  

The Military Officers Association of America 
A local organization, comprised of retired, regular, reserve, and former officers of the uniformed services.  Dedicated 
to safeguarding and promoting the best interests of Our Country, its uniformed services, our members, their 
dependents, and their survivors, in every proper manner.  Chapter members are requested to have and maintain a 
national MOAA membership. 

Annual Dues are $15.00 ($7.50 for Surviving Spouse/Auxiliary Members). 
 Chapter dues are payable in advance.  Please enclose your check. 

Make Checks payable to: Charlotte Harbor Chapter, MOAA (CHCMOAA) 
 

Please complete the following for our records and mail to :         CHCMOAA Membership  
 (For renewals please indicate any changed information.)            P.O. Box 511851 
                                                                                                             Punta Gorda, Florida 33951-1851 
 
________________ _____________  _________  _______   ____________   ______       ___________   _______________ 
Last Name                     First             Middle  Int.    Rank         Service        Ret(Y/N)      Birth Date      Spouse’s Name                
                   
 
______  ______________________  ________   ____________________  _____  _________________  _________________ 
Number           Street                          Apartment                City                    State     Zip Code  (9-Digit)        Telephone 
 
Chapter Dues  (Reg-$15/Aux-$7.50)   $_______________    ___________________________________________________ 
                                                                                                                                        Signature                                                      
Scholarship Donation $___________                     ___________________________________________________                                 
                                                                                                                              National MOAA Number               
For Band Fund  $___________                                                ___________________________________________________                 
                                                                                                                                     Email Address 
Total Enclosed $________________                           PLEASE FILL IN ALL BLANKS. THIS IS HOW WE UPDATE                                    
                                                                                THE MEMBERSHIP ROSTER AND THE CHAPTER HANDBOOK.                             

April 2020 

DONATIONS 
Scholarship   Bob & Barbara Neitzke, Norm & Ann 
Ashworth, Chris & Marilyn Wolf, Tony & Jill     
Pimentel, Richard & Candy Keen 
 
Band  Tim & Brenda Weimer, Penelope Goodpasture 
 
Both   Ken & Barbara Moore 
 
Cadet Dinner  Bob & Barbara Neitzke (2), Norm & 
Ann Ashworth, Chris & Marilyn Wolf 

MUSTER ON LINE 
http://chcmoaa.org 

The Muster is published, except for December, July, and August 
by the Charlotte Harbor Chapter of the Military Officer’s     
Association of America (MOAA) (FL31) Inc., P.O. Box 511851, 
Punta Gorda, Florida 33951-1851. Email: chcmoaa@yahoo.com.    
The chapter is an IRS 501(C)(19) non-profit, tax-exempt    
organization affiliated with National MOAA and the Florida 
Council of Chapters, MOAA, but not associated with the    
Department of Defense. The chapter is non-partisan and the 
contents of the Muster  articles are the opinions of the authors 
and are not necessarily those of the National MOAA, Florida 
Council of Chapters, the Charlotte Harbor Chapter (FL31), or the         
Department of Defense.   

© 2020 Charlotte Harbor Chapter, MOAA (FL31) 

Useful Internet Links & Phone Numbers 

MOAA Legislative at http://takeaction.moaa.org  

MOAA Florida Council of Chapters Newsletter:  
 www.moaafl.org/Communique/Default.aspx  

Florida Department of Veteran Affairs 
www.floridavets.org/ (727) 518-3202 

Veterans Administration: www.va.gov 1-(800) 827-1000 

Charlotte County Veterans Services:  http://www.charlottecountyfl.gov/services/
veteran/ (941) 764-5579 

Express Scripts Mail Order Pharmacy: www.express-scripts.com/tricare/ 1-(877) 
363-1303 

TRICARE: www.tricare.mil (South Region) 1-(800) 444-5445 

TRICARE for Life www.tricare4u.com 1-(866) 773-0404 

DEERS:   www.tricare.mil/deers/ 1-(800) 538-9552 

milConnect:  https://www.dmdc.osd.mil/milconnect/ 

DOD Benefits (Survivor Benefit Plan):  http://militarypay.defense.gov/Benefits/
SurvivorBenefitProgram.aspx 

Social Security http://ssa.gov 1-(800) 772-1213 

Medicare:  www.medicare.gov  1-(800) 633-4227 

MacDill AFB:  http://www.macdill.af.mil/ (813)828-1110 

http://chcmoaa.org
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