Halifax Area Chapter is an affiliate of the Military Officers Association of
America. Our mission is to maintain a strong national defense and
preserve the earned benefits of the uniformed services and their families.
Our membership is committed to camaraderie with a purpose among
retired, active, and former officers, and their surviving spouses, by
supporting veterans, active duty military, Reserve Officer Training Corps
cadets/midshipmen, and our community with the promise to
“Never Stop Serving”.

Officers Call
Volume 31 No. 10

January 2020
Important Web Addresses

Chapter Officers

MOAA Website
http://www.moaa.org
Florida Council of Chapters Website
http://www.moaafl.org
Halifax MOAA Website
http://www.moaafl.org/Chapters/Halifax
Halifax MOAA Email Address
Halifax.MOAA.Chapter@gmail.com

President
Col. Kim Ramos, USAF (Ret.)

228-447-7802

First Vice President
CPT Judith Chaffee, USA (Ret.)

506-8987

Second Vice President
LT Billie Krueger, USN (Ret)

Treasurer
Capt. Andrew Hoffman, USAF (Ret)

562-3325

Secretary/Public Affairs
Patti Higgins, Aux.

President’s Message

308-8202

Col. Kim Ramos, USAF (Ret.)

Chaplain
Maj Calvin Gittner, USAF (Ret.)

451-1008

Directors
RADM Steven Maas, USN (Ret.)
Roger Grubic, (CPT, USA)
Col. Bancroft McKittrick USMC (Ret)

847-1356
589-3157

Immediate Past President
CWO2 Pierre Louis, USMC (Ret.)

386-320-3283

“Officer Call” Publisher
Maj Don Amiotte, USMC (Ret.)

386-562-1882

Legislative Liaison
LTC John Stovall, USA (Ret.)

760-4867

Veterans Council Representative
COL Victoria Leignadier, USA (Ret.)

236-9300

ROTC Liaison
RADM Steven Maas, USN (Ret.)
COL Skip Keating, USA (Ret.)
Col Ronald Giampietro, USAF (Ret.)

847-1356
672-4536
235-6317

Transition Liaison
COL John McClellan, USA (Ret.)

781-686-0660

Awards Committee Chair
COL John McClellan, USA (Ret.)

781-686-0660

Membership Chair
LT Jim Ivey, USN (Ret.)

337-8786

Personal Affairs/Benefits
CAPT Mary McLendon, USN (Ret.)

427-5931

Surviving Spouse Liaison
COL Victoria Leignadier, USA (Ret.)

236-9300

Happy New Year to all! It is
wonderful to welcome our
chapter into 2020! I am looking
forward to our chapter moving
forward on many advocacy
concerns throughout 2020.
Please take note of the 2020
Chapter Planning Guide and the
Chapter Action Plan 2020. Your
Board of Directors is working
diligently to fine-tune and improve
on these two management tools
to keep you informed and abreast of all upcoming chapter
events. If you feel something should be added or omitted,
please drop me an email and let’s talk. Thank you for
electing me to serve as your Chapter President. I am
humbled and honored to help keep our chapter advocating
for your veteran issues and providing service to the ROTC
Detachments, Emory Bennet Nursing Home, and the VA
Clinic.
Congratulations and welcome aboard to our 2020 leadership
team. The following members were installed at our
December Gala in the following elected positions; Kim
Ramos, President; Judith Chaffee, 1st Vice President; Billie
[Continued on Page 2]
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[President's Message - Continued from Page 1]

Krueger, 2nd Vice President; Patti Higgins, Secretary/Public Affairs; and Bancroft McKittrick,
Director. Thank you to our very own Director, Steve Maas, for performing the installation of our
team. Andrew Hoffman will continue as our chapter Treasurer.

First Vice President
Judith Chaffee

Second Vice President
Billie Krueger

Secretar/Public Affairs
Patti Higgins

Treasurer (Retained)
Andrew Hoffman

Director
Bancroft McKittrick
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2019 Holiday Gala
What a gala event it was! It was nothing short of spectacular and a festive time was had by all in
attendance. A special recognition to Billie Krueger, our Christmas and Festivities Chair. From the
beginning, Billie organized and arranged for all details to provide the chapter with another wonderful
party. Great Job Billie! You are one of a kind!

***ALERT ALERT***
Please take note of the change in the start time for our luncheon
meetings. The social gathering will take place from 1100 – 1130. The
meeting and luncheon will be called to order at 1130. Please
adjust your schedule accordingly..
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Legislative Report
John Stovall, LTC, US Army (Ret)
National Defense Authorization Act for 2020 (NDAA) Passed and Signed into Law
On December 10th, after months of deliberations between House and Senate lawmakers, Congress
unveiled its conference report on the FY 2020 Defense Authorization Bill. The $738 billion defense bill
authorizes everything from pay and benefits for servicemembers and their families to the size of the
force.
MOAA secured many important provisions for servicemembers and their families in this year’s
conference report, which passed the House of Representatives on Dec. 11 by a vote of 377- 48. The
President has since signed it into law.

Here’s a look at some of the measures included in the (NDAA):
Pay Raise: Congress approved a 3.1% military pay raise, effective Jan. 1, 2020. The raise matches
the administration’s request and is the largest pay increase for troops in 10 years. A 3.1% increase
equates to an annual raise of $1,200 for an O-3 with 10 years of service.
TRICARE: Congress approved no new fees or pharmacy increases for 2020. Previously agreed
upon increases for medical and pharmacy co-pays, however, will take effect in January 2020.
Medical Billets: MOAA’s extensive efforts on the medical billet reduction issue paid off with a
provision that addresses concerns regarding both medical readiness and beneficiary access to highquality care. The provision prohibits DoD and the services from reducing medical end strength
authorizations until they complete a series of steps, to include:
a review of medical manpower requirements for each military department under all
national defense strategy scenarios;
analysis of affected billets with mitigation plans to address potential gaps in health care
services;
creation of metrics to determine TRICARE network adequacy; and
establishment of outreach plans for affected beneficiaries, including transition plans
for continuity of health care services.
Survivor Benefits: After more than 40 years, Congress finally approved elimination of a financial
penalty more than 65,000 military survivors face, known as the “widows tax” Eliminating the widows
tax has been a top legislative priority for MOAA for decades. Earlier this year, more than 150
members from around the country came to Washington, D.C. to participate in MOAA’s annual
Storming the Hill event. One of the main topics MOAA members raised with their elected officials was
eliminating the widows tax. According to the conference report, the offset will be phased out over a
three-year period.
Guard and Reserve: Members of the National Guard and Reserves have reasons to celebrate the
bill’s release, as well. Servicemembers serving on 12304B orders will now have this time count
toward their active duty time to lower the age when they receive their retirement pay. Steps in the
right direction were taken to standardize a service record for members of the reserve component,
unfortunately the legislation does not specifically require the DoD to use the DD214. In the wake of
the suicide crisis, the National Guard received the authorization for a suicide prevention pilot program
to expand the existing efforts.
[Continued on Page 5]
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[Legislative Report – continued from Page 4]

Medical Malpractice: The NDAA contains significant improvements that address non-combat
related military medical malpractice by directing DoD to develop a regulation for negligent
malpractice to be addressed through the military legal system. Although this is not a repeal of the
1950s era “Feres Doctrine” it provides a form of redress for servicemembers who have suffered
from medical malpractice. The NDAA conference report authorizes a payment of up to $100,000 by
DoD judges.
Spouse and Family: Military families can expect to see expansion of spouse employment
resources such as an increase to $1,000 for licensure reimbursement as well as expansions to the
My Career Advancement Account (MyCAA) program for Coast Guard spouses and those who rank
out of eligibility during their degree program. In the most comprehensive military housing reform
since 1996, the bill includes a robust tenant bill of rights and responsibilities, ensures medical costs
and relocation expenses are covered by landlords, formalizes a dispute resolution process, and
ensures a proper work order system and complaint database is in place along with a number of
other provisions correcting gaps and negligence in the MHPI system. Additionally, Congress has
asked for a closer look at the capacity of childcare centers on post and streamlined hiring to ensure
they are properly staffed.
“Overall, this defense bill is a big win for servicemembers and their families”, said a MOAA official,
adding “We thank Congress for its bipartisan work and for continuing its 58-year streak of producing
a final defense bill for the president,”
Comments or suggestions are always welcome (jgstovall@yahoo.com).

Get to Know Your Board: Col Kim Ramos, USAF (Ret’d)
CAPT Mary McLendon, USN (Ret’d)
Personal Affairs / Benefits
Col Kim Ramos retired after serving over 30 years in the US Air Force. Her last assignment
was as the commander of Air Force Reserve Officer Training Corps (AFROTC) Detachment 157,
located on the campus of Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University.
Col Ramos was commissioned in 1988 following graduation from Syracuse University.
Throughout her career, she was stationed across the US, from North Dakota to Mississippi, and
across the world from Azores, Portugal to Stuttgart, Germany. Col Kim Ramos held a variety of
assignments, to include 4 command positions, in the space, missile, and cyber/information fields.
Kim Ramos is currently an adjunct professor at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, teaching
cyber/information security. In addition to her very successful USAF career, Kim is an avid bird
watcher and accomplished dancer. Kim Ramos is the new President of the Halifax Chapter of MOAA
and will lead us into 2020 & beyond.
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Donations in December
Scholarship - Paul Bilzor, Joe Favaloro, Ron Giampietro, Roger Grubic, Andrew Hoffman, Mark
Leary, Steve Maas, Mary McClendon, Bastian Romain, Enid White
Toys for Tots – John and Patti Higgins, Steve Maas, Enid White, Bill King, Mary McClendon and
Bill Waters, Drew Hoffman, Don Amiotte, Pierre Louis, Romain Bastian, Paul Bilzor, Joe Favaloro

**Don’t Forget These Important Dates and Recurring Items**
Help Wanted
We are trying to fill the following position(s): Officer Call Publisher, Editor, or Producer.
If you would like to volunteer to help with the production of the monthly Officers Call, please
send me an email at karamos@att.com or call me at 228-447-7802. If you have questions,
call or e-mail Don Amiotte at 386-562-1882 or majora@cfl.rr.com Thank you in advance for
your support.
Speakers, Speakers, Speakers
Please feel free to let me know of any other items you think would help improve the
functioning of the chapter by clicking on the following link Halifax Area Survey to access the
survey form.
Membership in National MOAA
The basic national MOAA membership is free, and we encourage anyone that is not a
member, to take the time and register. To sign up for National Basic Membership, all you
need is a valid email address and, of course, the desire to want to join national. Follow this
link: National MOAA Basic Membership

Of Service to you
If you know of a particular upcoming Veteran outings, please email so we can continue to
provide you relevant events. Please continue to submit information for this section. Thank you!
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January's Luncheon Meeting Speaker
Our speaker this month will be the Daytona City Manager, Mr. Jim
Chisolm. You do not want to miss Mr. Chisolm as he provides our
chapter with his vision and the status of various projects in the city.
James “Jim” Chisholm recently celebrated his 15-year anniversary
as city manager of Daytona Beach, a full-service city with about
62,000 residents and more than 900 full-time employees.
Jim is a native Floridian, who began his management career in 1974 as
the assistant county administrator of Leon County, Florida. He also
worked as a county administrator for St. Lucie and Desoto counties and
as city manager in St. Cloud, South Padre Island, Texas, and
Islamorada Village of Islands, Florida.
As city manager, Jim addresses difficult issues head on and works collaboratively to find creative
solutions. Today, the city’s budget is stabilized, crime has been significantly reduced, major
infrastructure projects are ongoing and Daytona Beach is experiencing unprecedented economic
development growth.

January Luncheon Meeting
Thursday, January 23, 2020
Social at 11:00 a.m. Luncheon 11:30 a.m.

Name: ____________________________________________________
Please indicate your choice(s) and number of the following entrees:
#1 Salmon - Grilled salmon with mixed greens, red onion,feta cheese,
artichoke hearts, olives, and grape tomatoes.
Served with balsamic vinagrette and grilled flat bread

#______

#2. Beef Stroganoff - Beef tips and mushrooms served over egg noodles
with a sour cream demi-glace sauce

#_______

#3] Vegatarian – Roasted seasonal vegetables and quinoa drizzled
with Balsamic Vinaigrette

#_______

All lunches include dessert, coffee, and iced tea.

Total Food @ $21.00 p.p.

$______________

Scholarship Donation

$______________

Veterans Outreach Donation

$______________

Total $______________

Mail check to:
Drew Hoffman
855 Pinewood Drive
Ormond Beach, FL 32174
or
Call: 386-562-3325 or
E-Mail: drewhoffman49@gmail.com

Deadline for Reservations: 1800 January.20, 2020.
Make checks payable to: Halifax Chapter of MOAA.
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30th Armored Brigade
Combat Team holiday
parade in Kuwait, 24
Dec 2019 (SGT Devin
Lewis, USA)

Tax Season is Here
CAPT Mary McLendon, USN (Ret’d)
Personal Affairs / Benefits
From: https://www.dfas.mil/retiredmilitary
As we enter another tax season, make sure you know all options for getting tax documents. If you
are retired, take advantage of myPay. A myPay account is your one-stop source for all retired pay
information, including your 1099-R. Retirees and annuitants can log into myPay & print a 1099-R.
Instructions can be found at https://myPay.dfas.mil.
If you’ve never used myPay, you can request an initial password on the myPay homepage using the
“Forgot or Need a Password” link. The password will be mailed to the address you have on file with
DFAS & you should receive it within 10 days. Once you receive your password, return to the myPay
homepage and log in with your social security number & your new password to create your myPay
profile. There is a downloadable Step-by-Step Get Started Guide on the myPay website and a howto video on the DFAS YouTube channel.
Members with unique situations or who want a paper copy can speak directly to a customer care
representative Monday through Friday, 0800-1700 EST at 800-321-1080.

ROTC Scholarship Program
For the Fall Semester 2019-20, our chapter made two (2) scholarship certificate presentations
with accompanying $600 awards to:
Cadet Nicole Baird, US Air Force ROTC – presented by COL (R) Kim Ramos
Midshipman Alex Murphy, US Navy ROTC – presented by COL (R) John McClellan
The Awards Committee will schedule a meeting after the holidays to get organized for the much
more involved presentations in the spring semesters. If you are willing to volunteer to assist the
chapter with our annual scholarship program, please contact John McClellan.at 781-686-0660.
Thanks!
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Bagels and Bingo at Emory L. Bennett Veteran’s Nursing Home
December 2, 2019
Sponsored by the Halifax Area Chapter of the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA)
Skip Keating Col. (USA) Ret., Veteran’s Outreach Chair

There were eight (8) MOAA members, who volunteered to serve the 29 Emory L Bennett Veterans
in attendance. Volunteers included Don Amiotte, Skip Keating, Isabelle and Bill King, Bobbie and
John DiMuro, Joan Jankauskas, and Meri Churchill.
Viet Nam Veterans were represented by Pete and Marlene Koreniuk.
Daughters of the American Revolution were represented by Betsy Russell
Special guest volunteers and the Tomoka Travelers RV Club; Luc Mailhot. Lawrie Davidson, and
Louise Fink.
The veterans were served juice and coffee by the volunteers. Don Amiotte, called Bingo for the
veterans. The veterans who won at Bingo received merchandise, hats, or Wal Mart gift cards.
The $5.00 Wal Mart gift cards will be used for gifts or small items the veterans choose to buy.
Special thanks to Betsy Russell and Marlene Korenick for donating shirts, caps, and gift cards.
The next scheduled date for the team to entertain the veterans will be on January 6, 2020 at
10:00 am, the first Monday of the month. Please come and join us.
PS: We can always use donations of new baseball caps, t-shirts, and $5.00 Wal Mart gift cards.
Skip Keating, Veteran’s Chairman
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Halifax Area Chapter

Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 2093
Daytona Beach, Florida, 32115-2093
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Please check your membership expiration date on the mailing label above or in the subject of the e-mail that delivered
this OC to you. To renew your membership mail a check for $15 for one year, $28 for 2 years or $39 for 3 years for the
Electronic Chapter Membership (no mailed paper copy of "Officers Call") to Halifax Area Chapter of MOAA, P.O. Box
2093, Daytona Beach, FL. 32115-2093. [Electronic membership requires that you provide a functional e-mail address].
For Chapter Membership (with a mailed paper copy of the "Officers Call") mail a check for $28 for one year, $54 for 2
years or $78 for 3 years to Halifax Area Chapter of MOAA, P.O. Box 2093, Daytona Beach, FL. 32115-2093. [Paper
membership does not require that you provide a functional e-mail address]. You can also pay for the Electronic
Chapter Membership online by credit card at http://www.moaa.org/OnlineChapterDuesPayment. Please send any
address or e-mail address corrections/updates to the Membership Chair, Jim Ivey, at jimivinva@gmail.com.
Officers Call is published by the Halifax Area Chapter of MOAA, which is an affiliate of the Military Officers Association
of America (MOAA). MOAA and its affiliated chapters and councils are non-partisan. The advertisements that appear
in this publication do not reflect an endorsement by MOAA or this affiliate.

Looking ahead to February
Chapter Luncheon Meeting

Thursday, February 27, 2020
Social @ 1100 Luncheon @ 1130
Halifax River Yacht Club

Chapter Board of Directors Meeting
First Tuesday of each month
Halifax River Yacht Club @ 1000

Bagels & Bingo
First Monday of each month
Bennett VA Nursing Home @ 1000
For Info call: Skip Keating 672-4536

Coffee & Donuts
Fourth Wednesday of each month
VA Clinic on Dunn Ave. @ 0800
For Info call: Ron Giampietro 235-6317
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