Halifax Area Chapter is an affiliate of the Military Officers Association of
America. Our mission is to maintain a strong national defense and
preserve the earned benefits of the uniformed services and their families.
Our membership is committed to camaraderie with a purpose among
retired, active, and former officers, and their surviving spouses, by
supporting veterans, active duty military, Reserve Officer Training Corps
cadets/midshipmen, and our community with the promise to
“Never Stop Serving”.
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President’s Message
Col. Kim Ramos, USAF (Ret.)
Welcome to 2021 Halifax
Area MOAA members!
The December Dinner
Dance was absolutely
fabulous. Billie Krueger
provided incredible
decorations, an outstanding
DJ, door prizes, and the
Halifax River Yacht Club
delivered great service and
a beautifully decorated
venue.
In addition, the
West Volusia MOAA chapter joined us to celebrate the
holiday season. During the Dinner Dance before all
the fun began, our new slate of officers were inducted
by the Area VP Lorraine Holland.
At our January meeting, the chapter will present its first
ever annual award to a business which supports
veterans. Bancroft McKittrick and Skip Keating worked
out the details and accomplished all the leg work to
sort through the many businesses in Volusia supporting
veterans to select this year’s winner.
[Continued on Page 2]

[President's Message continued from Page 1]

Our speaker for the January meeting is Dr. Hal Kushner who served in the U.S. Army from 1965 to
1986 when he retired with the rank of Colonel. During the Vietnam war Dr. Kushner was a military
flight surgeon who was captured after his helicopter crashed. He spent the next few years in the
jungles of South Vietnam, surviving as a POW.
As the January 28th meeting time draws near, look for an email with all the details regarding Zoom and
in-person participation.
Please find time to review the 2021 Halifax Area Planning Board and Chapter Action Plan. Your Board
of Directors worked diligently on it to reflect our current circumstances and bring you value-added
programs. As always, feedback and inputs are appreciated.
Many thanks to those of you who continue to donate to support the scholarship and veteran programs
via mail. Our new Treasurer Tina Dixon-Bartlett looks forward to processing those donations.
Again, welcome to the New Year!
At the membership meeting in November, a new Dues Schedule was approved by the
membership. It is as follows:
Electronic Version of OC:
1 year - $20.00
2 years - $33.00
3 years - $44.00

Paper Copy of OC
1 year - $41.00
2 years - $7500
3 years - $107.00

"ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS
In compliance with new banking requirements ALL checks submitted to the chapter for meals, dues,
or any other items must be made out to Halifax Chapter of MOAA. If the check is not made out as
directed it may be returned and penalties assessed.

Halifax River Yacht Club Covid Policy
HRYC current Covid policy and procedures per CDC, HRYC management, and Board of Directors.
We are fortunate here at HRYC to have remained Covid free among our staff and management, I believe part of that
has to do with our standard of care for our facility and our staff’s attention to detail. HRYC always has a full-time
cleaning staff and maintenance department working hard to keep our facility thoroughly sanitized in all areas of the club
in accordance with the CDC and Health Department regulations.
Every staff member has their temperature taken at the beginning of every shift and between double shifts.
Members and guests are asked to social distance and respect the other members, guests and staff.
Hand sanitizer and masks are available throughout the club for members, guests, and staff to use.
For now, our tables remain spaced for social distancing; you must be seated at a table for service. Members and guests
are required to wear a mask upon entering the club. Once seated, you may remove your mask and enjoy your visit with
us. When leaving your table, masks must be worn while you move about the club. Masks will not be needed in outdoor
areas such as the Tiki bar, or the upstairs lanai dining area, but you will still need to be seated at a table for service.
HRYC staff will always be masked, paper menus are being used and thrown away after each guest use, tables, chairs
and all condiments, salt and pepper are thoroughly sanitized between guest use.
As we have said before, the safely of our members, guests and staff are a top priority, we take our members and
guests welfare and peace of mind very seriously, working together we can keep everyone safe while continuing to use
the club.
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Legislative Report
John Stovall, LTC, US Army (ret)

MOAA Supported Bill that would Expand and Strengthen the National Oceania and Atmospheric
Administration {NOAA} Commissioned Corps Passes the Congress
NOAA Corps officers receive the same pay and hold rank equal to officers in the Navy and coast
Guard and may be called upon to serve in the armed Forces during times of war or national
emergency, but lack some of the statutory authorities, benefits and obligations of other uniformed
services
Because of the NOAA Corps' small size, they are often overlooked in the legislative process, resulting
in a patchwork of authorities and benefits for members. The NOAA Corps Amendments Act improves
parity with other uniformed services for employment rights. This bill makes NOAA Corps officers who
served under honorable conditions for at least 3 years eligible for appointment in competitive service
positions and allows former NOAA Corps officers to compete for career-conditional positions limited to
individuals currently employed within NOAA
Other provisions of the bill:
Authorizes family programs, mental health resources, and voluntary services such as the
implementation of an ombudsman program to improve communications between members' families
and the service.
Authorizes education loan and interest payment for officers
Authorizes a per-commissioning program to provide financial assistance to support tuition for
prospective officer candidates in exchange for an obligated term of service.
Allows officers to temporarily separate without pay to focus on personal and family obligations.
Creates and officer candidate rank at at reduced pay similar to other serviced for officers in basic
training.
Holds NOAA officers to an obligated term of service.
Authorizes the Secretary to appoint officers directly from U.S. military service academies and maritime
service academies.
“This is a promising new day for an overstretched NOAA Corps” said MOAA Government Relations
Director, LTC Mark Belinsky, “NOAA's support to war fighters remains essential for operational
planning and risk management. This modest growth of NOAA Corps increased the capability and
resilience of this critical institution.”
MOAA Identifies Legislative Issues for 2021.
Protect the value of the military health care benefit. 
Protect the military health system’s pharmacy benefit, and achieve flexibility in TRICARE pharmacy
copays. 
Address barriers to accessing care within the military health system, including TRICARE
coverage gaps and mental health care access challenges. 
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Legislative Report - continued from Page 4

Protect family support programs, and ensure military-provided services (housing, PCS, child care) are
affordable, readily available, and meet quality standards. 
Sustain pay raises for the troops and COLA raises for retirees.
Ensure Coast Guard members are paid during a government shutdown.
Sustain Veterans Health Administration (VHA) foundational missions and services. 
Achieve equity of benefits, protections, and administrative support for Guard and Reserve members
consistent with their active-duty counterparts. 
Reform the presumptive process to support veterans claiming service-connected disabilities for
toxic exposures. 
Achieve concurrent receipt of service-earned retirement pay and VA disability pay. 
Protect Arlington National Cemetery as an option for those currently eligible to receive full military
honors through expansion of our national cemetery.
Improve survivor benefits.
(Your comments and suggestions are always welcome;)

Toys for Tots

Of Service to you

The Military Officers Association of America
(MOAA), Halifax Chapter would like to thank our
members who donated toys to the Marine Corps'
annual Toys for Tots drive. They donated games,
dolls, puzzles, Army tanks, and many other toys to
be distributed to Volusia's needy kids. Because of
your generosity and that of other organizations,
4000 boys and girls will receive 20,000 toys.
Merry Christmas to all and to all a good night.
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If you know of any particular upcoming
Veteran outings, please email Vicki
Leignadier so we can continue to
provide you relevant events.
Thank you!

Navy’s First Female Aircraft Carrier Commander
CAPT Mary McLendon, USN (Ret’d)
Personal Affairs / Benefits
For the first time in history, the US Navy has selected a female naval
aviator to command a nuclear-powered aircraft carrier – CAPT Amy N.
Bauernschmidt. Although it’s unknown which of the Navy’s 11 aircraft
carriers she will command, Bauernschmidt is no stranger to making history.
She graduated from the Naval Academy in 1994, the same year that
women were allowed to serve on combat ships and planes. “That law
absolutely changed my life,” Bauernschmidt told CBS during a 2018
interview. “We were the first class that graduated knowing and feeling
honored with the privilege to be able to go serve along the rest of our
comrades in combat.”For the first time in history, the US Navy has selected
a female naval aviator to command a nuclear-powered aircraft carrier –
CAPT Amy N. Bauernschmidt. Although it’s unknown which of the Navy’s
11 aircraft carriers she will command, Bauernschmidt is no stranger to
making history. She graduated from the Naval Academy in 1994, the same
year that women were allowed to serve on combat ships and planes. “That
law absolutely changed my life,” Bauernschmidt told CBS during a 2018
interview. “We were the first class that graduated knowing and feeling honored with the privilege to be
able to go serve along the rest of our comrades in combat.”For the first time in history, the US Navy
has selected a female naval aviator to command a nuclear-powered aircraft carrier – CAPT Amy N.
Bauernschmidt. Although it’s unknown which of the Navy’s 11 aircraft carriers she will command,
Bauernschmidt is no stranger to making history. She graduated from the Naval Academy in 1994, the
same year that women were allowed to serve on combat ships and planes. “That law absolutely
changed my life,” Bauernschmidt told CBS during a 2018 interview. “We were the first class that
graduated knowing and feeling honored with the privilege to be able to go serve along the rest of our
comrades in combat.”
After she graduated from flight school in 1996, Bauernschmidt was assigned to Helicopter AntiSubmarine Squadron Light 45 (HSL- 45) “Wolfpack” in San Diego. Her first deployment was on board
USS John Young (DD-973) in support of maritime interdiction operations in the Northern Arabian Gulf.
Over her 26-year career, she served as an aide-de-camp to Commander, Carrier Strike Group 7, a
department head with HSL-51 “Warlords” in Japan, an action officer executive assistant to the Director
J6 on the Joint Staff, and as the executive officer of HSM-70 “Spartans” before taking command of the
squadron. In 2016, Bauernschmidt became the first female executive officer of a nuclear-powered
aircraft carrier, USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN-72). Her most recent command was of USS San Diego
(LPD-66).
Bauernschmidt has accumulated over 3,000 flight hours in naval aircraft. In addition to her military
awards, including the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, she also earned the 2011 Admiral Jimmy
Thach Award and Captain Arnold J. Isbell Trophy for tactical innovation and excellence. “For me, it is
about supporting and defending the Constitution of the United States,” Bauernschmidt said in her
2018 interview. “But it’s also about these young men and women that I lead every day.”
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Donations:
The Board of Directors wish to express our sincere thanks to all who have given some of their
treasures to the following funds:
Veterans Fund - Don Amiotte, John and Patti Higgins, Robert and Wendy Martin,
Michael Miglioanzi
Scholarship Fund - Don Amiotte, Geoffrey Davis, Roger Grubic, John and Patti Higgins,
Drew Hoffman, Skip (Joan) Keating, Ed Kufeldt, Robert and Wendy Martin,
Merhige, Michael Miglioanzi, Bill and Sandra Wester
Membership Fund - Carl Krueger, Bancroft McKittrick,

**Don’t Forget These Important Items**
Help Wanted
We are trying to fill the following positions: Transition Officer and Officer Call Publisher, Editor, or
Producer. If you would like to volunteer to help with the transition of officers from active duty to
retirement, employment, or otherwise or, with the publishing of the monthly Chapter newsletter, the
Officers Call, please send me an email at karamos@att.com or call me at 228-447-7802. If you have
questions about the Officers Call, contact Don Amiotte at 386-562-1882 or, by e-mail at
majora@cfl.rr.com. Thank you in advance for your support.

Speakers, Speakers, Speakers
The Board of Directors is looking for three speakers from the membership to talk for 10 minutes each
at the luncheon on February 25, 2021 about a person or event that left an indelible memory. Director
Bancroft McKittrick, USMC, Col.(Ret) has already volunteered therefore, we still need two more
guest speakers. There will be no questions/answers period in order to maintain the allotted time for
each. Please contact Judy Chaffee, 1st. Vice President if you are interested.

Membership in National MOAA
The basic National MOAA membership is free. We encourage anyone that is not a member, to take
the time to register. To sign up for National Basic Membership, all you need is a valid email address
and, of course, the desire to want to join national. To join, follow this link:
National MOAA Basic Membership
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Luncheon Speaker – Dr. Hal Kushner
Dr. Kushner was born in Honolulu, Hawaii in June 1941; His military experience includes active
duty in the United States Army from 1965 to 1977, and duty as an Army reserve officer from 1977
to 1986 when he retired with the rank of Colonel.
.
Dr. Kushner served with the 1st Squadron, 9th US Cavalry, 1st Air Cavalry Division in Vietnam. He
was captured on 2 December 1967 west of Tam Ky, South Vietnam, during a dark and rainy
evening when he was aboard a helicopter that crashed into the side of a mountain in, leaving only
himself, the copilot, and the crew chief as survivors. The next day the crew chief walked down to
find help while Kushner and the wounded copilot did as the men had been instructed and stayed
with the downed aircraft hoping that rescue would come soon. Then the copilot died, and the crew
chief did not return, having been shot just ten miles away. Kushner realized that he would soon
need food if he were to survive. Upon crashing Kushner had received a broken arm, collar bone,
and multiple wounds from an M-60 that fired while the aircraft was engulfed, yet he managed to belt
strap his arm to his side and walk down the mountain in search for help. Kushner was quickly
picked up by enemy soldiers and although he showed them his Geneva Convention card declaring
himself a noncombatant, they pulled him away shouting, “POW, POW, criminal”.
Kushner spent the next few years in the jungles of South Vietnam, surviving with other POW’s on
spoiled rice and incredibly desolate conditions. In 1971 Kushner and the other men in his jungle
prison were moved 560 miles over 57 days to the POW camp called the Hanoi Hilton where he
remained until released to American Control in Hanoi on 16 March 1 973.

January Luncheon
Thursday, January 28, 2021

Name: ____________________________________________________
Please indicate your choice(s) and number of the following entrees:

1. Beef Tips - Beef tips simmered in a brown gravy,served with
mashed potatoes and steamed broccoli

#_______

2. Greek Salad with chicken - Romaine lettuce, cucumber,grape tomatoes,
red onion, and Kalamata olives tossed in a Greek dressing, topped
with feta cheese and grilled chicken breast

#_______

3. Vegan White Bean Cassoulet - White beans and mushrooms stewed in
vegetable stock and oven baked with a panko breadcrumb toppid.

#_______

All lunches include salad, dessert, coffee, and iced tea.

Mail check to:
Tina Dixon-Bartlett
2801 S. Ridgewood Ave. Unit 712
South Daytona, FL 32119
or
Call: 352-476-8032 or
E-Mail: joyfultina@aol.com

Total Food @ $21.00 p.p.

$______________

Scholarship Donation

$______________

Veterans Outreach Donation

$______________

Total $______________

Reservations are due by: 1800 January 21, 2021. Make checks payable to: Halifax Chapter of MOAA
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Halifax Area
2021 Chapter Planning Board
BOD Date

Jan 5,
2021

Feb 2,
2021

Mar 2,
2021

Apr 6,
2021

Luncheon Date

Speaker and/or Event

Thu Jan 28, 2021 Dr. Hal Kushner
Presentation of the Outstanding Support to
Veterans Award
Price: $21/Location: Halifax River Yacht
Club
Thu Feb 25, 2021 Vietnam Reflections
Price: $21/Location: Halifax River Yacht
Club

Supporting Elements/P.O.C.’s

*FCOC Leadership Forum*
*Begin to write up of Level of Excellence
submission* Due May 1 st
*Start ordering Gold Bars

*Submit Marvin Harris Communication
Award Due Mar 1, 2021
*Submit to USAA for Council
Sponsorship application for ROTC
Dinner in April to MOAA
*Submit Mercer Ad

Thu Mar 18, 2021 Speaker
**Date moved
Price: $21/Location: Halifax River Yacht
due to HRYC
Club
conflict
Thu Apr 22, 2021 ROTC Dinner
(Topic: Cadets and Commanders)
Price: $30 Location: TBD

May 4, Thu May 27, 2021 Speaker
2021
Price: $21/Location: Halifax River Yacht
Club
@ Kruegers
****

*Level of Excellence submission* Due
May 1st

***Chapter on Summer Break***

****

Sep 7,
2021

Thu Sep 23, 2021 Speaker
Price: $21/Location: Halifax River Yacht
Club

*Decide on Nominating Committee (45
days out)*
*Start advertising dinner dance, obtain
holiday menu

Oct 5,
2021

Thu Oct 28, 2021 Outing – Spartan Electronics

*Begin Toys for Tots Campaign mention
in Officers Call and at BOD meeting

Nov 2,
2021

Thu Nov 18, 2021
**Date moved
due to
Thanksgiving
holiday on 25th*

Annual Membership Business
Meeting/Review/State of the Chapter
Speaker
Price: $21/Location: Halifax River Yacht
Club

Kim/Jim/Tina

Dec 7,
2021

Thu Dec 16,
2021**Date
moved due to
Christmas
holiday*

End of Year Gala Dinner
**Music and Entertainment**
Price: $TBD /Location: Halifax River Yacht
Club

*Music/Holiday*
*Get 2022 Lunch Menu*
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Distribution Plan for COVID-19 Vaccine in Florida
CAPT Mary McLendon, USN (Ret’d)
Personal Affairs / Benefits

Things are moving fast with 2 COVID-19 vaccines available and news today will have
changed by tomorrow, so stay up to date on your favorite websites and news channels.
Let’s break down some basic facts for the USA: the USA population is 328 million people.
While the vaccine is in short supply, the CDC recommends those under 18 not receive
the vaccine right away. This population rarely gets seriously ill if they do contract the
vaccine; this population is 119 million. The CDC also states those who’ve had COVID
could wait to be vaccinated. The US has had over 18 million cases of COVID. Subtracting
these two populations, we’re left with 191 million folks who should be vaccinated as soon
as practical.
The CDC says with the 2 vaccines available in December 2020, we’ll vaccinate 20 million
people in the US before the end of December. Then with the 2 additional vaccines coming
in January, we’ll add another 30 million by the end of January. Then we should be able
to vaccinate 50 million in February. This is of course, if all stays on track with the
AstraZeneca and Johnson & Johnson vaccines as well as their smooth distribution. So
we should ideally have 100 million Americans vaccinated between now and the end of
February 2021.
Now on to Florida, on 10 December, Gov Ron DeSantis outlined how many doses will be
coming to Florida & who will be first in line to receive them. The governor said Florida will
get 179,400 doses of the new Pfizer vaccine. The first doses will go to health care workers
in high risk/high contact environments. The first batch will be split up so that 97,500
vaccines go to Florida pilot hospitals like Tampa General Hospital.
“Our top priority is residents of long term care facilities. They are at the greatest risk and
this vaccine could have a positive impact, not just protecting them from COVID, but
allowing them to return to a more normal life,” said DeSantis. CVS and Walgreens will get
60,450 doses; the other 21,450 will go to the Florida Department of Health, the Division
of Emergency Management, and to Florida National Guard strike teams. Next in line to
get the vaccine would be elderly residents and those suffering through multiple diseases
or medical conditions who are more susceptible to the virus.
On 16 December, Gov DeSantis announced Florida’s initial distribution plan for
Moderna’s COVID-19 vaccine. Florida is preparing to receive 367,000 doses of the
Moderna vaccine. Doses of the Moderna vaccine will be distributed to 173 hospital
locations that did not receive doses in the first allocation of the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine.
These hospital locations span 43 counties and include AdventHealth NSB, Halifax Health
Medical Center of Port Orange and Halifax Health Medical Center of Daytona Beach.
Floridians are also encouraged to opt-in to receive updates about the COVID-19 vaccine
via text. Floridians can receive these text updates by texting FLCOVID19 to 888777.

Halifax Area Chapter

Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 2093
Daytona Beach, Florida, 32115-2093

Please check your membership expiration date on the mailing label above or in the subject of the e-mail that delivered
this OC to you. To renew your membership mail a check for $20 for one year, $33 for 2 years or $44 for 3 years for the
Electronic Chapter Membership (no mailed paper copy of "Officers Call") to Halifax Area Chapter of MOAA, P.O. Box
2093, Daytona Beach, FL. 32115-2093. [Electronic membership requires that you provide a functional e-mail address].
For Chapter Membership (with a mailed paper copy of the "Officers Call") mail a check for $41 for one year, $75 for 2
years or $107 for 3 years to Halifax Area Chapter of MOAA, P.O. Box 2093, Daytona Beach, FL. 32115-2093. [Paper
membership does not require that you provide a functional e-mail address]. You can also pay for the Electronic
Chapter Membership online by credit card at http://www.moaa.org/OnlineChapterDuesPayment. Please send any
address or e-mail address corrections/updates to the Membership Chair, Jim Ivey, at jimivinva@gmail.com.
Officers Call is published by the Halifax Area Chapter of MOAA, which is an affiliate of the Military Officers Association
of America (MOAA). MOAA and its affiliated chapters and councils are non-partisan. The advertisements that appear
in this publication do not reflect an endorsement by MOAA or this affiliate.

Looking Ahead to February
Thursday, Febuary 25, 2021
Registration and Social @ 1100
Lunch @ 1130
Speaker @ 1200
At the Halifax River Yacht Club
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