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JANUARY DINNER MEETING

Outgoing Chapter President Terry Robertson
holds the LOE (Level of Excellence) Award
presented to the Chapter by MOAA National.
Once again, the chapter received Five Stars.
Tim Moore presents Terry with a Luc Century
vase as a token of appreciation from the chapter
for Terry’s years of service.
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LEE COAST CHAPTER INSTALLS NEW OFFICERS

Tim Moore was sworn in as the new chapter
President and Steve Epkins as the new Vice
President. The ceremony was conducted
by National MOAA VP Jim Carman.
Jim Carman congratulates new chapter
President Tim Moore and Past President
Terry Robertson
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OUR NEW PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE TO MEMBERS
I am honored to serve as your president however, I am filling some awfully big shoes. Terry
Robertson has been my mentor for the last three years and has done an awesome job as your
president. I know you will want to join me in celebrating his leadership and wishing him the
best of health as he steps into his role as the most recent “Past President”. I will certainly seek
his guidance as we move
forward.
As I look forward in my
ambitious vision for our
2025 be MOAA’s premport (programs and adans, their families, and
Cadets).” To accomplish
our mission is to,
their families, and fugrams and advocacy
our membership to
with their military comty.”

new role, I am proposing an
Lee Coast Chapter that, “By
ier Florida chapter for its supvocacy) to our current veterour future veterans (JROTC
this bold aspiration I believe
“Support our current veterans,
ture veterans through our prowhile providing a forum for
share ideas and experiences
rades and our local communi-

With that said, your leadership, Steve Epkins as Vice President and I, along with your Secretary, Gail Surico, your Treasurer, Marilyn Leehan, and Boards will do our best to make our
chapter proud.
To support our programs we rely on the generosity of our membership and outside sponsors.
To this end our premier fundraiser is approaching fast. On the 6th of April 2022 (a little over
two months away) we hold Lee Coast Chapter’s 9th Annual MacKenzie-Janes Tribute Golf
Outing. Our stretch goal is to meet or exceed $50,000. I know we can do it but we need your
support. Please sponsor/donate, as well as make a commitment to reach out to outside businesses and philanthropists who you know are willing to support our cause and the veterans
who benefit from our programs. For more information on the golf outing and ways to sponsor/
donate, visit our website: leecoastmoaa.org.
Our next meeting at Kelley Greens Clubhouse will be on the evening of 7 February with a social hour from 5:30 pm to 6:30 pm and the dinner meeting starting at 6:30 pm. Our own Gary
Bryant, Lieutenant Colonel, USA (ret) will give a presentation on Major General Dozier’s
JROTC foundation. You won’t want to miss it. Marilyn Leehan will post dinner and reservation details on our website: leecoastmoaa.org.
Again, I look forward to working for you and seeing you in February…..remember the MOAA
motto, “Never Stop Serving”.
Tim Moore, Colonel, USAF (ret)
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JANUARY MEETING
MOAA’s Chapter and Support Vice President attended our January 10 th meeting as part of the
every 3 to 4 year “National Visit” schedule to update chapters on MOAA’s activities and implementation of its mission. (and insert the following article)

Capt. Jim Carman, USN (Ret) is a Certified Association Executive and his career includes service as a Navy pilot for nearly 25 years, highlighted by command at the squadron and wing
level of naval forces deployed throughout the Mediterranean Sea, Pacific Rim, Indian Ocean,
and Persian Gulf.
His service in Washington, D.C. includes three years in the Executive Office of the President
as Assistant National Security Advisor to the Vice President. Carman initially served Vice
President Dan Quayle and was later reappointed by Vice President Al Gore. In this assignment, Carman participated in significant bilateral discussions and national security policy development with allies throughout the western hemisphere and Africa.
After leaving active duty, Carman initially served as an airline transport pilot with American
Airlines and then as a career and talent management consultant with Right Management, the
talent management element of the Manpower Group.
Carman joined the Military Officers Association of America in 2012 and now serves as Vice
President for Council/Chapter and Member Support. Under his leadership, MOAA earned the
2012 and 2015 Summit Award from the American Society of Association Executives.
Carman also earned graduate degrees in national security studies and business management
and completed the Senior Executive Training Program at Massachusetts Institute of Technology’s Sloan School of Management.
Captain Carman provided a detailed slide presentation on the benefits of MOAA membership,
including the advocacy for veterans as well as surviving spouses’ pay and benefits. See more
specific information in the Legislative Update on page 15 of this newsletter.
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JANUARY MEETING PICTURES

HEAD TABLE AT THE INSTALLATION DINNER MEETING
L—R Standing– Florida Council of Chapters President Mike Borders, Past
President Terry Robertson, MOAA National VP Jim Carman, new Chapter
President Tim Moore. New Chaspter Vice President Steve Epkins
Seated—Diana Borders, Chapter and FCOC Treasurer Marilyn Leehan, Cathy
Moore , Lynda Epkins
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JANUARY MEETING

L to R:
Sharlene and Jim
Dozier,
Doug Eubanks, Eryka
Aptaker, Roger
Triftshauser

L to R: John Bathke,
Margery & Ed Greenan,
Phyliss Jordahl, Marv Ball
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JANUARY MEETING

L to R Chuck Bennett, Julie & Corky Boyd

L to R: Paul Jones,
Marvella & Merle
Crabb
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JANUARY MEETING

L to R: Standing—Fred & Mary
Bondurant, Marilyn Leehan,
Seated Bob Booth,
Teresa
Galgano, Terry Robertson

L to R:
Joannie &
Bert Jenks,

John
MacLellan,
Al & Kathy
Krause and
guest Kate
Posthumas
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JANUARY MEETING

L—R

Betty & Mort Tavel, Al & Mary Watson

Standing—Steve & Barbara Nance, Frank Mazur
Seated— Victoria Madaras, Gail White-Surico, Mary Mazur
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Tim presented Captain Carman with a
beautiful “Lee Coast” engraved paperweight, etched by Luc Century
and an honorarium check from Lee
Coast Foundation in the amount of
$500 for the Heritage Fund of MOAA
National Foundation.

Tim also presented one of the Luc
Century engraved paper weights to
Mike Borders along with a $325 check
for FCOC (to be the first half page ad
for the 2022 Convention program and
discounted sponsorship for a casino
table at the 2022 Convention fundraiser for MOAA National Foundation).
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WWII VETERAN PAUL JONES RECOGNIZED

Jane Hoden presents Paul Jones a hand-made
lap robe from Shell Point’s Knitters Anonymous. Our Foundation’s annual donation of
$1,000 to these crafters is used to purchase
yarn for making about 50 lap robes a year (58
last year), which are distributed to veterans
living locally in nursing and assisted living
facilities.
From one Navy guy to another, Captain Carman congratulates our oldest Lee Coast
Chapter member, CDR Paul Jones, USN
(Ret.), who turned 98 this past November. Paul is a "Life" member of MOAA and
what a life he has had. He has some great
stories to share about his missions in WWII,
as his PJAirNavy email suggests. You're invited to shake his hand and introduce yourself
to him at our next chapter meeting.
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JANUARY MEETING

Tim Moore congratulates the latest $200 Club members Doug Quelch and Ed Greenan
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HELP!!!
"One of the on-going projects to improve our chapter is the creation of a living history. This is
meant to be a live document kept on the chapter website and updated with new events, corrections from older events, and even remembrance of something long ago about the chapter. Every organization should have a history but, unfortunately, our Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) chapter since its creation in 1982 does not. This living history being
created is an attempt to inspire members to remember their past to give us a strong foundation
on moving forward. We have few existing documents from the past so have to rely on member's recollections to add to the whole. We are pretty well supported from about 2009 forward,
but prior to that when the chapter was called The Sanibel-Captiva Chapter on the Dunes, we
are limited to just a few documents from early on. One question is did the chapter always meet
at the Dunes before going off island? Was it a full year meeting schedule, or just the six
months at present? Does anyone remember any of the chapter's activities? In fact, anything
from 1981 till 2009 would be most helpful. We hope to have this done by the Dec. meeting.
Please send any responses by e-mail to Doug Quelch at maquel@embarqmail.com or call at
239-985-8517. Don't be confused if you call, as our new phones have robocall protection,
meaning you have to manually press 1 at the end before the call can be connected. Many
thanks and hope to hear from those old-timers!"

IF you know anyone looking for the COVID Vaccine, they can use the link below and just
add their Zip Code and find out who is giving the COVID Vaccine in their respective area........

https://vaccinefinder.org/
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Legislative Update
By Steve Epkins
MOAA is the nation's largest and most
influential association of military officers.
We are a powerful force speaking for a
strong national defense and representing
the interests of military officers and their
families at every stage of their careers. MOAA National, the various State
Councils and their affiliate chapters, including the Military Officers Association
of America, Lee Coast MOAA Chapter,
are all nonpartisan organizations.
The legislative Affairs Committee of
MOAACC monitors local, state and national legislative actions that affect national defense or military personnel
(active duty, retirees and veterans) ad
keeps Chapter members informed. The
committee maintains liaison with local
veteran and military retiree organizations,
the Legislative Affairs Committees of the
Florida Council of Chapters andMOAA
Government Relations Office to combine
support for common Legislative objectives.

You will have access to Current Legislation,
National Legislators and how to contact them ,
items that need action right now and countless
other material pertaining to current events in
Government.
As our Chapter Legislature Chair, I will be submitting MOAA Legislative updates from time
to time in our Chapter Newsletter to keep you
updated on what MOAA is doing for us.
Steve Epkins
Legislature Chair
Never Stop Serving!

For the most current update, click on the National MOAA Legislative Update Link
(continued on next page)

To go directly to MOAA’s Legislative
Action page, click here:

https://takeaction.moaa.org/moaa/?
ETAKE ACTIONO
Nhttps://takeaction.moaa.org/moaa/?

HOW TO YOUR LOCAL
REPRESENTATIVES
Florida House Representatives for Lee County
Florida Senators for Lee County
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATES (Continued)
MOAA is focused on these 14 Legislative Issues for 2022:
Sustain pay raises and adequate BAH for the troops and COLA raises for retirees.
Ensure the Coast Guard, NOAA, and the PHS continue to receive pay during a government shutdown.
Protect the value of the military health care benefit.
Protect the Military Health System pharmacy benefit, and achieve flexibility in TRICARE pharmacy copays.
Address barriers to accessing care within the MHS, including TRICARE coverage
gaps and mental health care access challenges.
Protect family support programs, and ensure military-provided services (housing,
PCS, child care, youth programs, financial counseling) are readily available and
meet standards for quality and costs.
Achieve equity of benefits, protections, and administrative support for Guard/
Reserve members consistent with their active-duty counterparts.
Sustain Veterans Health Administration (VHA) foundational missions and services.
Reform the presumptive process to support veterans claiming service-connected disabilities for toxic exposures.
Achieve concurrent receipt of service-earned retirement pay and VA disability pay.
Protect full military honors and burial at Arlington National Cemetery for those currently eligible.
Improve survivors’ benefits.
Support a quality transition experience from active duty to veteran status for all servicemembers.
Recognize the pandemic continues to affect the lives of our servicemembers.
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LEE COAST MEMBER HONORED
One of Lee Coast MOAA's newest members, Major Bryan Williams, the Senior Army instructor at Mariner High School, was recognized with several Teacher of the Year awards for
his stand out leadership, classroom management and instructional strategies - The Foundation for Lee County Public Schools prestigious Golden Apple, the Southwest Florida American Legion Teacher of the Year and the Southwest Florida VFW Teacher of the Year. The
Golden Apple distinguishes six Lee County teachers (out of 6000+) each year through a rigorous evaluation process and numerous classroom observations. Both the American Legion
and VFW awards recognize teachers who go above and beyond leading and teaching students
citizenship and patriotism.
"While I am humbled by each of these awards, the Golden Apple is most important because
it brings credit to the entire JROTC leadership and citizenship program, particularly our instructors. The evaluators were civic and business leaders from our community. I am certain
their observations of our lessons and activities will carry a strong message of hope and confidence regarding our youth... Our future."
Bryan and his wife, Marybeth, also coach a youth air rifle team after school and they can be
seen together volunteering regularly alongside young Cadets. "While our lessons are impactful in the classroom, a JROTC instructor's real influence is leading by example. Youth are
looking for role
models. The real power of our program
is motivating Cadets
to 'learn by doing'... Getting out into
the community
and getting involved."
Major Williams
says teaching teenagers is not a job, it
is a calling. "I was
one interview
away from landing a
high-paying job
with Amazon, upon
completion of my
military service. The
night before my
interview, a friend
suggested to me
he thought I'd make a
great JROTC instructor. I withdrew
from the interview and never
looked back. Becoming a JROTC instructor has been
one of the best decisions of my life!
As a bonus, I partner
with my best
friend, Marybeth, for
most of the afterschool activities."

Tre’Lisa Blackmond, one of Major Williams students,
introduced him at the awards ceremony.

® Page 17

Lee Coast Chapter News and Views

AUTOBIOGRAPHY OR MEMOIR?

An autobiography is a book where one shares the facts of his life in his own words. A memoir, however, is a
format whereby the writer uses his life experience in service of a larger theme or idea.
ARE YOU INTERESTED IN TIPS ON HOW TO WRITE YOUR OWN STORY?
If so, here’s an opportunity to learn how to get started.

Colonel Steve Epkins has reserved a classroom (Training Rooms A & B) at the Lee County Schools
District Headquarters (2855 Colonial Blvd, Fort Myers, FL 33966). The date is: Thursday, February
24 from 6 to 8 pm.
The session will be limited to 30 persons. To reserve your spot, call Steve at (239) 810-0488
With Steve’s assistance, the session will be conducted by Commander Doug Quelch, U.S. Navy (Ret),
who edited General Dozier’s recent memoir.
Doug is a Vietnam veteran who served on six Navy ships, commanding two of them, operating in
oceans around the world. He is a graduate of Colgate University with a degree in English Literature
and also holds 3 masters’ degrees in National Security Affairs, National Security and Strategic Studies, and Management, as well as a year of postgraduate study at the Defense Intelligence College in
Washington DC. He served on the faculties of the Royal Naval Staff College in Greenwich, England,
and the U.S. Naval War College in Newport, RI. Following Doug's 23-year Navy career, he lived and
worked in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for almost eight years as an advisor to the Royal Saudi Naval
Forces, where he led a team of 12 retired War College professors in writing and later teaching a
14,000 page Saudi Navy staff officers curriculum. For 3 years prior to joining the Navy, Doug was a
7th grade English teacher in Howell Township, NJ. He has edited 8 books and a number of Hollywood
scripts.
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MEMBERSHIP
It’s no secret that in order for our Chapter to continue to flourish we need as
many members as possible to contribute some of their time and talents, and with
that in mind “thank you for serving” to the other officers and board members.
For those who haven’t been active members please consider doing so, and one
way you can make a difference is in spreading the word about Lee Coast MOAA
to other former and current military officers.
Lee Coast MOAA is an outstanding vehicle to serve others through two vehicles:
1) advocacy for veterans and current military (and their families)
2) philanthropy in support of local veteran/military and patriotic causes, while affording us an opportunity for camaraderie among military officers and supporters of the military.
“Please share the story of our Lee Coast MOAA Foundation’s participation
and funding of JROTC scholarships & Raider Challenge, our Veteran Scholarships at FSW & FGCU, Mission United and other vetted projects that honor and
serve our veterans – totaling $30,000. With everyone contributing their time, talent & sponsorships, we can continue to be a successful MOAA Chapter.”

Keep recruiting new members

EVERY MEMBER IS A MEMBER OF THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE!

Forward the name and email of any prospective member to
LeeCoastMOAA@gmail.com
And Steve Epkins, Membership Chair, will contact them
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MESSAGE FROM MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN,
CHAPTER VICE-PRESICENT STEVE EPKINS

On January 10, 2022, I assumed the Chapter Position of Vice President and Membership Chair. Many times we are asked what are the membership benefits of belonging to
MOAA. This chart list the benefits for Basic, Premium, and Life Memberships in
MOAA:
BENEFITS
BASIC PREMIMUM LIFE
Legislative News -Updates & Advocacy
X
X
X
MOAA Newsletters
X
X
X
Chapter & Council Membership & Events
X
X
X
Exclusive Discounts on Products & Travel
X
X
X
Access to Member Books & Guides
X
X
Financial Education & Consumer Advice
X
X
Scholarships, Interest Fee Loans & Grants
X
X
Expert Advice on Military Pay & Benefits
X
X
Career Transition Resources
X
X
Subcription to Military Officer Magazine & Pubs
X
X
Fee Waived Army & Navy Club, Wash. D.C.
X
Spouse Protection
X
Anytime that you encounter a military officer whether they be retired, veteran, active
duty, National Guard, Reserve, please get their name, telephone number and email address and I will be happy to help you recruit them to be a member of the Lee Coast
MOAA Chapter.
You can reach me: Steve Epkins,
239-810-0488 or via email at: sepkins123@comcast.net.
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CHAPTER MEMBER HONORED
One of Lee Coast MOAA's newest members, Major Bryan Williams, the Senior Army
instructor at Mariner High School, was recognized with several Teacher of the Year
awards for his stand out leadership, classroom management and instructional strategies The Foundation for Lee County Public Schools prestigious Golden Apple, the Southwest
Florida American Legion Teacher of the Year and the Southwest Florida VFW Teacher of
the Year. The Golden Apple distinguishes six Lee County teachers (out of 6000+) each
year through a rigorous evaluation process and numerous classroom observations. Both
the American Legion and VFW awards recognize teachers who go above and beyond
leading and teaching students citizenship and patriotism.
"While I am humbled by each of these awards, the Golden Apple is most important because it brings credit to the entire JROTC leadership and citizenship program, particularly our instructors. The evaluators were civic and business leaders from our community. I
am certain their observations of our lessons and activities will carry a strong message of
hope and confidence regarding our youth... Our future."
Bryan and his wife, Marybeth, also coach a youth air rifle team after school and they can
be seen together volunteering regularly alongside young Cadets. "While our lessons are
impactful in the classroom, a JROTC instructor's real influence is leading by example.
Youth are looking for role models. The real power of our program is motivating Cadets to
'learn by doing'... Getting out into the community and getting involved."
Major Williams says teaching teenagers is not a job, it is a calling. .

Major (Ret.) Bryan Williams, the Senior Army JROTC Instructor for Mariner High
School, is shown thanking one of his students, Tre' Lisa Blackmond after she introduced
him

®
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EVENTS

We are now holding our dinner
meetings at Kelly Greens Golf
& Country Club, 12300 Kelly
Greens Blvd., Ft Myers, Fl
33908 [main entrance off
Summerlin between San Carlos & John Morris, right gate
will be open]
Dinners:
7 FEB 2022
14 MAR 2022
& due to a
schedule conflict beyond our
control, the last meeting is on
a TUESDAY 12 APR 2022
MacKenzie-Janes Annual Golf
Outing Fundraiser, 6 April
2022, Shell Point
Summer Luncheon XX AUG
2022—Lighthouse Restaurant,
Port Comfort

DID YOU KNOW THAT LEE COAST MOAA FOUNDATION IS ONE OF THE BENEFICIARIES?

IF YOU ALREADY SHOP ON AMAZON….
You can earn money for our chapter by going
to: smile. Amazon.com
Here’s how it works:
When first visiting Amazon Smile, customers are
prompted to select a charitable organization from
over one million eligible organizations. In order to
browse or shop at Amazon Smile, customers must
first select a charitable organization. For eligible
purchases at Amazon Smile, the Amazon Smile
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price
to the customer’s selected charitable organization.
For your convenience, here is a direct link to our
Lee Coast listing:
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/26-0156596
The Chapter has earned over $800!!!

“The Lee Coast Chapter MOAA Newsletter is

published by the Lee Coast Chapter, which is an
affiliate of the Military Officers Association of
America (MOAA). MOAA and its affiliated chapters and councils are nonpartisan.”
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CHAPTER & FOUNDATION OFFICERS
President
COL Tim Moore, USAF
col.tbmoore@gmail.com
941-626-2943
Vice President
COL Steve Epkins, USA
sepkins123@comcast.net
239-810-0488
Secretary

Gail White-Surico
Gail.Surico@gmail.com
239-671-3358

Treasurer (& co-webmaster)
Marilyn Leehan
LeeCoastMOAA@gmail.com
440-812-0100
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We’re on the web

www.leecoastmoaa.com
Foundation Board
Chapter Officers and:

Fred Bondurant
Gary Bryant
Teresa Galgano
Roger Triftshauser
Honorable Cecil Pendergrass

CHAPTER COMMITTEES
Auxiliary/Event Planner
Mary Bondurant 239-839-3633
mary@bondurantrealtygroup.com

Immediate Past President
LCDR Terry Robertson, USN
terryrobertson49@gmail.com
352-638-5838
Tops Liaison/ Network Representative
Col Tim Moore, USAF
col.tbmoore@gmail.com
941-626-2943
Webmaster
LTC Teresa Galgano
teresagalgano@gmail.com
239-634-6909

Public Relations
LTJG Crosby Boyd, USNR

corkyboyd@embarqmail.com

395-0464

Newsletter Editor
LtCol Fred Bondurant, USAF

Membership

COL Steve Epkins, USA
sepkins123@comcast.net
239-810-0488

Golf Outing Chairmen
Col Tim Moore, USAF

RADM Roger Triftshauser, USN
CHAPTER BOARD
Chapter Officers and:
- LTC Teresa Galgano
239-634-6909
- RADM Roger Triftshauser, USN
Roger.triftshauser@gmail.com
Cell. 239-395-5360
- LtCol Fred Bondurant, USAF
fred@thebrg.net
Cell. 239-281-5356

MOAA (Legislative) Liason
COL Steve Epkins, USA
sepkins123@comcast.net

Chaplain

Surviving Spouse Liaison
Gail White-Surico

